HIO STATE | 


UNIVERSITY 
MAR 2 5 1947 


LIBRARY 


ENG INEERING 


The ap het of the Hrre Protection Profession Since 1877 


MARCH, 1947 





















Wreckage of Los Angeles 
Plating Works Blast (Sec 
Article Inside) 


A Co Ae SHEPPERN kA A WI AN See et ea Fe ENE 





138 FIRE ENGINEERING 


FROM ASPHYXIA... 


IT'S BEING DONE EVERY DAY WITH AN 


EMERSON 


RESUSCITATOR 


Both paid and volunteer firemen, operating Emerson Resusci- 
tators, are saving lives every day—lives that might otherwise 
be lost from smoke, shock, gas poisoning, drowning or other 
forms of asphyxia. The Emerson Resuscitator is positive in 
operation and easy to use. It is being used successfully every 
day by firemen everywhere. Its performance has been praised 
by the medical profession and fire officials. No fire depart- 
ment is complete without a resuscitator. Don't wait until it's 
too late in your case, Chief. Get the story on the Emerson now, 
by writing. We will be glad to mail you complete data. 
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JREPLACEMENT 


1S THE KEY TO GOOD MAINTENANCE! 


A new paint job may make your old siren look like new, but it won’t make it 
work any better! Now is the time to replace that worn-out siren with a new all- 
powerful, dependable Federal Siren. The long-range warning tones of a Federal 
General Alarm Siren instantly alert the whole area. And for added reliability, 
” eet, precision-built Federal Sirens in weather-proof housing, are dynamically balanced 





/ and durably constructed for extra long life. 
FEDE ELECTRIC VERTICAL GENERAL ALARM SIRENS 
\ Constructed with motors especially designed for alarm service, Federal Vertical . 
mel me Sirens are exceptional in pick-up, tone power and general performance. Federal 





Sirens are capable of exceptionally high speed, are light in weight, convenient to 
install and economical to operate. They can be furnished in various capacities 
for any type of current. 


Wake sure your next tiren cs supertor—a FEDERAL Seren 


Write for our bulletin on Vertical Alarm Sirens No. 78-B 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, inc. 


ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


8702 SOUTH STATE STREET CHICAGO 19, ILLINOIS 
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Fustest | 
With the Mostest! 


OU remember the axiom of the 
general who claimed that win- 
ning battles was simply ‘getting 
there fustest with the mostest"— 
* It's much the same in fire fight- 
ing—getting there fustest with the 
mostest of men and equipment. 


® And, to carry the analogy still 
further, the same axiom applies to 
successful business journal publish- 
ing—getting the ''mostest" news to 
the “mostest" readers —"'fustest". 


*® For 70 years Fire Engineering 
has been taking the 'mostest" factual 
information on fire protection and 
fire prevention to the “mostest" army 
of top-ranking members of the fire 
service — and doing it “fustest" 
among technical journals in its pub- 


lishing field. 


® Which doubtless accounts in no 
small measure for the enthusiastic 
acceptance of Fire Engineering 
by its readers and advertisers. 


Yh Pratik 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


The Journal of the Fire Profession since 1877; 
published on the fifteenth of each month by 
Case-Shepperd-Mann Publishing Corp., 24 West 
40th St., New York 18, N. Y., also publishers of 
Water Works Engineering, ewage Works En- 
gineering, etc. {Subscription price: U.S., Latin 
a and aa $3.00 a year; Foreign, $4.00; 

o- copies, 35c. TMember of Audit — 

irculations and Associated Business Pa 
vd fEntered as second-class matter Apri is, 
1929, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, re {Contents of this 
issue copyrighted, 1947, Case Saeopese- -Mann 
Publishing Corp. Presn ent and Advertising 
Director, Kart M. Mann; Vice-President and 
General Manager, I. HeERBert z; Secretary 
and Editorial Director, Frep Suerrerp; Assist- 
ant Advertising Director, Watrer H. Frepricxs; 
Eastern Representative, Atrrep J. Houcuton; 
Advertising Manager, Witttam J. Grsson; 
Circulation Manager, W. H. Seapem. Cutcaco 
Orrice: W. S. WENGER and L. M. Rocue, 
6 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago 2, Til.; Sawn 
Francisco: Cuartes H. bs ey "60S Market 
Street, San Francisco 5, Calif.; Los ANGELEs: 
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New and novel! The Foamite Airfoam- 
Generating Nozzle—a strikingly new and 
out-of-the-ordinary foam-making, fire- 
fighting nozzle for extinguishing fires in 
flammable liquids as well as those in ordi- 
nary combustibles. It floats with free flow- 
ing rapidity on burning liquids and smoth- 


on 7h be lire 
ers fire by cutting off the oxygen supply. ” pig 
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Ceff0amn - ) 


and Ainfoam Ligue 


Here’s the postwar nozzle * for which you’ve 
been waiting, an airfoam-making nozzle of in- 
genious engineering design that is light in weight, 
fast in. action, easy to work, and efficient in 
service. 

This Foamite Airfoam-Generating Nozzle me- 
chanically creates Airfoam thru a scientific 
mixing of water, air and Foamite Airfoam 





Liquid within the Nozzle, and discharges the 
combined ingredients as Foamite Airfoam thru 
the nozzle tip. 


Foamite Airfoam Liquid is a highly concentrated 
proteinaceous material of vegetable origin. It is 
protected against freezing to 15°F; will operate 
with fresh or salt water; with hot or cold water; 
will not ferment or mold; is not susceptible to 


decomposition from bacteria; is non-corrosive 
to metals. 
























The Foamite Airfoam-Generating Nozzle is fur- 
nished in two capacities, Models 300 and 600 
producing at 100 psi operating pressure, ap- 
proximately 300 and 600 gallons of Foamite 
Airfoam respectively. 





*Patents pending on this new Foamite 
Airfoam-Generating Nozzle. 














Shown is sectional view of Model 600 
Foamite Airfoam-Generating Nozzle. It 
mechanically creates Foamite Airfoam 
thru a scientific mixing of water, air, 
and Foamite Airfoam Liquid. Phantom 
view shows specially designed “tear 
drop” obstruction for giving stream 
equal velocity on leaving tip. Note wire- 
reinforced pick-up hose construction. 





TR Teen: ae 


Foamite Airfoam- 
Generating Nozzles, 


WRITE FOR LITERATURE GIVING FULL DETAILS. Models 600 and 300. 
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FIRE LADDERS 


* DURALUMIN 


construction of our 700A, 


two-section, all aluminum fire ladders—designed to replace old type, solid 
side, wood pumper ladders. The CHANNEL design is an outstanding develop- 
ment in lightweight pumper ladder equipment, and its all-around sturdy con- 
struction affords faultless quality and positive safety! Easy to handle, PLUS 
triple strength, longer life. Series includes 725A, three - section extension 
ladders; 700A, two-section extension ladders; 750A, wall ladders, and 775A, 
roof ladders. All made in a great range of lengths and sizes. 


for service trucks THE FAMOUS 500 SERIES TUBULAR CONSTRUCTION 


As companion ladders to the 700 Series illustrated 
above, Duo-Safety builds the exceptionally strong 
500 Series, TUBULAR STRENGTH ladders for 


Service Truck use. Series includes 500A, two section 


extension ladders; 525A, three section extension lad- 
ders; SSOA, wall ladders; 575A, roof ladders, and 
585A, folding ladders. All made in a range of lengths 
and sizes. Write for complete information. 


DUO-SAFETY LADDER CORP. 


809 NINTH STREET, OSHKOSH, WIS., U.S. A. 


Kindly mention Fire ENcINEFPING when writing advertisers 





— = ae 





es ee wed 














IN 











aaa 





for MARCH, 1947 






"Ut everyw 


“MODERNIZE 


WA real worker” in sonie fire departments means a 
fire that is really going. It’s a job that will make ex- 
treme demands on men and equipment. And on fires 
like this, over 1,000 departments know that they can 
rely on Macks. 

But firemen know also that most of these workers 
can be knocked out faster with earlier alarms, quicker 
response. Here’s where they appreciate the unfailing 
dependability and fast road speeds that they get from 
Mack fire engines. They know that Mack’s modern de- 
sign gives them the necessary quick starts and stops that 
modern trafic conditions require. 

This superior performance comes from Mack’s 37 
years of experience in applying its unrivalled resources 
to the fire engine field. It is furthered by progressive 
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engineering policies which have enabled Mack to 
pioneer many of the most basic improvements in fire 
apparatus. And it is maintained by the country-wide 
availability of 67 direct Mack factory branches. 

Large or small, every department needs to replace 
obsolete equipment with the best in modern fire ap- 
paratus. To make your replacement program fully 
effective, Modernize with Macks! 


& 





Firefighters have developed a colorful phraseology over 
the course of years. Many of these terms vary in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. Mack is presenting a series 


of these expressions with the feeling that they may be 
of interest to firemen everywhere. Send us your “way 
of saying it.” 

















FIRE APPARATUS 





TRIPLE COMBINATION PUMPERS — 500 TO 1250 GALLONS = + 


SQUAD WAGONS « 


MACK MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 


Fire Engine Division, Long Island City!, New York 
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CITY SERVICE AND QUADRUPLE COMBINATION LADDER TRUCKS 
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BUILT TO TAKE PUNISHMENT... 


DEPENDABLE IB WIM FIRE HOSE! 


For fire hose that’s specially designed to “take Next time your city needs fire hose, consult 
it” under tough conditions . . . look to BWH. your nearby BWH agent. He'll make recom- 
Originators of modern fire hose, BWH pioneered mendations and help you in any way possible. 
in making fire hose that combines a tough rub- 
ber tube with a circular-woven cotton jacket. 


The advantages of BWH Fire Hose are its 
strength and flexibility. It’s sturdy enough to 
take punishment . . . yet flexible enough to 
handle easily. 


Since fittings are an important part of fire hose 
performance, BWH manufactures its own high 
quality nozzles, couplings and pipes. These are 
expertly fitted to the hose right in our plant. 


Boston Woven Hose & RusBER COMPANY 


Agents in All Principal Cities 


WORKS: CAMBRIDGE, MASS., U. S$. A. * P. O. BOX 1071, BOSTON 3, MASS. 
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NEW! 
ROCKWOOD 
Water?0C 


CELLAR PIPE 


Here is a new Rockwood all aluminum-alloy Water- 
FOG Cellar Pipe for fighting fires in ordinary combus- 
tibles and flammable liquids. This new WaterFOG Nozzle 
is designed with arms that extend horizontally to pre- 
vent Nozzle from dropping thru hole prepared for it, 
also to steady the Nozzle when in operation. These arms 
can be folded against the Nozzle making a very com- 





pact unit. 

The WaterFOG Head which discharges high velocity 
WaterFOG, rotates freely without leakage on high 
quality precision thrust-bearings. When in operation, the 
head revolves in perfect dynamic balance in any position. 

The Nozzle itself is long enough to clear beams, 
joists and other obstructions, when inserted in a cellar or 
attic. Easy to handle in action, this unit is sturdy, compact, 
light weight and corrosion resistant. 

Available in 144” and 2%” sizes for fire hose 
lines, the Rockwood WaterFOG Cellar Pipe will operate 
effectively at pressures ranging upward from 30 p. s. i. 


Write for prices and additional information. 
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CELLAR FIRES ATTIC FIRES 


ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 


54 HAR 
LOW STREET WORCESTER 5, MASSACHUSETTS 


ROCK WOOD 
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Chief L. B. Shearer, South Sacramento, Cali 
fornia, Fire Department members, their truck 
and equipment. . . . Showing their newly pur- 
chased E & J portable Resuscitator, Inhalator 
and Aspirator 


Write to listed address nearest you for com- 
plete information or demonstration. 


Drexel Bids. 17 East 42ng St. 
Philadelphia New York City 
585 Boylston St. 313 University St. 
Bosten Seattle 
1618 Franklin St 3900 Grandy Ave. 
Oakland Detroit 
3329 W. Washington Bivd. 69 E. 4th South St. 
Chieage Sait Lake City 
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Portable 


} RESUSCITATOR 
S77 = INHALATOR & 
~~ ASPIRATOR 


| 
| ... with an 
| 


In March, 1943, the Tri-District, a group of Fire Department districts in Sacra- 
mento County, purchased its first E & J unit. As time went on and accidents 
of all types occurred with greater frequency, the need for increased life-saving 
protection became more acute. One piece of this fine equipment was not suffi- 
cient. All types of asphyxia, particularly those of drowning, carbon monoxide 
and electric shock made more evident the advisability of purchasing enough 
machines to eliminate entirely the risk incurred from lack of sufficient equipment. 
Now, with the procurement of this latest E & J Portable Resuscitator-Inhalator- 
Aspirator by the South Sacramento Fire Department, under the able leadership 
of Chief L. B. Shearer, the Tri-District boasts twelve complete E & J units. 


E. & J. MANUFACTURING CO. 


6116 SAN FERNANDO RD. . GLENDALE, CALIF. 


PIONEERS AND SPECIALISTS IN MECHANICAL ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION 
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The right way is to back up fire preven- 
tion with essential fire-fighting apparatus. 
There is no better assurance of adequate 
fire service than to have a Ward LaFrance 


Triple Combination Pumper. Built to meet 


emergencies with unfailing service, the 


Ward LaFrance Pumper has the stamina 


WARD LAFRANCE 


Great American Industries, 


and fire-fighting abilities so necessary to 
meet unexpected demands. 

Avoid delays in developing a well- 
rounded program of fire protection suited 
to your community. Take advantage of 
Ward LaFrance fire-engineered apparatus. 


Write today for illustrated bulletins. 


TRUCK DIVISION 
Inc. 


ELMIRA, NEW YORK 


Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when. writing advertisers 
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When burglars or bandits attack... when fire strikes...or other dangers threaten... immediate action 
is the ail-important factor in safeguarding lives and property. To insure immediate action, protective 
signaling systems in thousands of commercial and industrial establishments operate through A.D.T. 
Central Stations to instantly dispatch armed guards, the police, fire department or whatever emer- 
gency forces the occasion demands. And, of utmost importance...A.D.T. provides continuous elec- 
tcical supervision, periodic inspections and tests, and complete maintenance—without which there 
can be no assurance that any protective signaling system will function when an emergency arises. 
The following A.D.T. Central Station Electric Protection Services are available in all of the principal 
municipalities in the United States: 


FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES 


Sprinkler Supervisory and Waterflow Alarm 
Service: Automatically detects and reports 
trouble conditions such as closed shut-off 
valves, low air, low water, etc. Automatically 
summons the fire department when water 
flows in the sprinkler system. 

Aero Automatic Fire Alarm Service: Auto- 
matically detects fire wien it sterts and auto- 
matically summons the fire department. 
Manual Fire Alarm Service: Summons fire 
department direct to the premises. Also 


sounds local alarms when desired. 


INTRUSION DETECTION SERVICES 


Burglar Alarm Service: Protection for doors, 


windows, skylights, walls, etc. Electric appli- 
cations include the Invisible Ray (Photo- 
electric) protection for indoor and outdoor 
areas; Telapproach (body capacity) protec- 
tion for safes; Phonet-alarm (sound detec- 
tion) protection for all types of vaults. 
Holdup Alarm Service: Provides facilities for 
silent signals to summon police without 
knowledge of intruders, in holdups or other 
emergencies, 


PATROL SUPERVISION 
FOR WATCHMEN. AND GUARDS 
Watchman's Reporting Service: Provides 
continuous supervision over watchmen to in- 
sure continuous patrols; investigation of any 


‘ 


failure to signal and hastens appropriate aid 
in emergencies. 


OTHER A.D.T. SERVICES 


Automatic Fire Control for Air Duct Sys- 
tems; Automatic Fire Control for Cold Stor- 
age Vaults; Heating System Supervision; 
Industrial Process Supervision. 


May we tell you how A.D.T. systems can be ap 
plied to your specific requirements to effect sub- 
stantial economies through modification of more 
costly and less effective protection arrangements? 
No obligation. Write today or phone the A.D.T. 


office in your city. 


Controlled Companies of AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH CO. 155 Sixth Avenue, New York 


TATION 


CENTRAL 


OFFICES IN All 


PRINCIPAL 


CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES 


AGAINST FIRE-BURGLARY- HOLDUP 





A NATION-WIDE 


ORGANI 


ZATION 
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Now Available in 
New AKR-O-LITE 
Light Weight Alloy 
These new couplings have all the 
strength of brass, but weigh one-third 
less. Stainless steel ball bearings 


provide positive free swiveling, and 
30% greater shear strength. 


Specify AKR-O-LITE for easier han- Te 
dling. | 
_ 


% 4 
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AKRON BRASS MFG. COMPANY, INC. * WOOSTER, OHI 


AKRON BRASS 


FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
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Fighter 


COMES OUT FRESH 


= superior fighting properties of Repub- 


mage lic Cotton Jacketed Fire Hose have been proved 
in leading municipalities the nation over. So, too, 
is the “staying power” of Republic hose a matter 
of record—thanks to the permanent protection 
against mildew and rot provided by Republic’s ex- 
clusive treatment for cotton jackets, Provar Proc- 
ess. Republic Hose retains its maximum strength 
and flexibility after Provar Processing, the treat- 
ment does not wash out or lose effectiveness. 
For a fighter that comes out fresh for each round, 
specify Provar Process with your order 
for Republic Fire Hose. See 
your nearby Republic 
Distributor. 


WwW 
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Uhen, fefighling pling 1s ame inwiile job — 


CHEMOX supplies the Oxygen you need! 


War 


OXYGEN BREATHING APPARATUS 
ae 








Weighs only 1312 pounds 


'_ No cylinders, high pressure valves, or fittings 


ye 4 


m Apparat consists of on Al- In fighting any fire in confined s heavy smoke and gas 
wored st concentrations are an immediate kr to life—yet fire must be 





mistor—e tough, sturdy breathing fought! When CHEMOX is standard nt in your Depart- 


ef heavy Neopren nd com- 





harness designed for maximum wear- ment, men can enter and work in any enclosed area 

Wie Ghmentate euscedity te ciugte to gut on, regardless of oxygen deficiency, poorxoterall and smoke—because 
quickly adjusted, and easy to wear. CHEMOX makes its own pure oxygen as the wearer breathes, 
and is so light in weight, well balanced and comfortable in 
service that full working freedom is assured. 

U. S. Bureau of Mines-approved for a minimum of 45 minutes’ 
protection under hard physical exertion, CHEMOX is the world’s 
only Oxygen Breathing Apparatus featuring a replaceable chem- 
ical canister that does the whole job! Let us arrange a practical dem- 
onstration—and meantime, send for descriptive Bulletin BM-14. 
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WHERE |STHENEARESTEIREALARMBOX ? 


“| would suggest that to ensure prompt and 
















accurate transmission of fire alarms the public 
be thoroughly educated in the importance of 
knowing the location of the nearest fire alarm 


box and how to operate it." 
—A Prominent Fire Chief. 
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USE FIRE ALARM 
INSTRUCTION CARDS 






Instruction Cards prominently displayed in every building in which life hazards exist 





will tend to increase ‘fire consciousness" and avert disasters. 


——~ 


Every building owner should know that when fire occurs the Fire Department should be 
immediately notified — that use of a box is the proper method and protects building 


occupants, neighboring properties and himself. 


—_ = — 


EDUCATE YOUR CITIZENS 
(1) to become familiar with the location of the nearest box, 
(2) to learn how to operate it, and 
(3) to use the box immediately when fire occurs. | 
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With the Editor 


The false alarm evil is 
a national cancer, not 
Evil merely a_ local sore. 

Scanning the yearly re- 
ports of fire department operations that come 
to this journal we are struck by the dismaying 
increase from coast to coast in the number of 
false alarms—and their regrettable and tragic 
consequences. 

False alarms are bad enough at any time but 
they are particularly deplorable at this time of 
mounting fire losses, manpower and equipment 
shortages in the fire service, and the need of 
conserving all possible fire department re- 
sources. 

Take New York City as an example. Fire 
Commissioner Frank Quayle and officers and 
men of the Fire Department—and a few local 
magistrates—have repeatedly appealed for pub- 
lic suppert to end this hazard; over the years 
almost every conceivable measure has, been 
taken to curb the craze—for at times it appears 
to be just that, but all to little avail. 

From the Fire Department records the dis- 
couraging statistics show that of 62,108 fire 
alarms transmitted during the year 1946, 13,255 
were recorded as false. This compares with 
12,634 false alarms out of a total of 50,281 in 
1945. 

The figures disclose the further fact that in 
New York an average of about three firemen 
a day were injured, either at fires or responding 
to or returning from alarms (including false) 
in 1946. The number of pieces of apparatus put 
out of service, and the extent of the damages 
resulting from the more than 13,000 false 
alarms is not given, but it is no secret that 
there have been intervals when the largest fire 
department in the world has not had a single 
reserve ladder truck available for an emergency, 
and in the pumper classification it was almost 
as badly off. 

All this may sound like old stuff to readers 
of Frre ENGINEERING. Certainly this journal 
has with almost monotonous repetition sounded 
off on this problem. But again we are con- 
strained to ask how much longer must it be 
before tangible and drastic measures are taken 
to at least reverse the deplorable false alarm 
trend. 

Once again we urge concerted action by the 
fire service, in cooperation with police and other 


A National 


law enforcement agencies. And we offer this 
further suggestion: here is a timely, important 
subject for the agenda of the forthcoming Presi- 
dent’s Conference on Fire Protection. It should 
be a‘ “must,” also, for every organization and 
group of municipal fire engineers in their de- 
liberations and conventions. 


Holidays The New York State 
fire officials are con- 
cerned over a state law 
which requires all levels 
of government to provide holidays on Armistice 
and Memorial Day for veterans of World War 
I and II. Originally the law benefited only 
veterans of World War I, but was adjusted at 
the last session of the Legislature to extend 
the two extra holidays to veterans of the recent 
conflict. This statute already has had the 
effect of de-manning fire departments to a dan- 
gerous level on those holidays. 

In Endicott, N. Y., for example, it is said 
nine of sixteen firemen on duty at the Central 
Fire Station are eligible for a day off on Armis- 
tice Day. If the nine took the vacation simul- 
taneously the department would have been 
weakened beyond the minimum safety level. 
Fortunately, the problem was solved by the 
men themselves, who volunteered to stagger 
their holidays, although this solution defeated 
the purpose of the statute which is designed to 
permit veterans to take part in patriotic cele- 
brations. 

State and local government officials point out 
that because of the fact that Civil Service pref- 
erence on municipal appointments is loading 
emergency services with former servicemen, the 
fire and police departments will be manned 
almost wholly by veterans within a few years, 
and they envisage a situation where 100 per 
cent of fire and police personnel in the state 
will be off duty on two holidays. They are 
urging veterans’ organizations to revise the 
state legislation to do away with the condition. 
Meanwhile, it might be in order for fire officials 
of other states to check up on similar veterans’ 
legislation. 
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Fire Safety for Hotels the Subject 
of Nation-Wide Attention 


Lessons of Recent Hotel Fires Prove Spur to More and 
Better Safety Laws and Rehabilitation of Fire Service 


r 


[in E repercussions following the series 


of fatal hotel fires which culminated in 
the LaSalle, Canfield, Winecoff and Bar- 
ry Hotel disasters have been many and 
far-reaching 

Tragic as they were in loss of life and 


property, these catastrophes may yet 
serve a beneficial purpose, just as did 
the Iroquois Theatre, the Triangle Shirt 
Waist, the Cleveland Clinic and Cocoa- 
nut Grove holocausts, by focusing at- 
tention on the fundamental weaknesses 
in our national fire protection and pre- 
vention structure; arousing an impas- 
sive public, and setting in motion the 
necessary legal and other ‘machinery’ to 
forestall repetition of such tragedies. 

Unquestionably these disasters served 
another purpos¢ they have forced 
many letharg1 municipal officials, 
charged with the maintenance of the 
fire service, to take stock and overhaul 
their facilities and, in not a few cases, 
to speed up their programs for rehabili- 
tation and modernization of their ser- 
vices 


} 


President Takes Action 


Perhaps the most important aftermath 


By ROI B. WOOLLEY 


has been the official recognition of the 
seriousness of our fire waste situation 
by the executive head of Government, 
President Harry S. Truman, who, as 
told in last month’s Frre ENGINEERING, 
has called the President’s Conference on 
Fire Protection, detailing Maj. Gen. 
Phillip B. Fleming, Federal Works Ad- 
ministrator and Director of the Office of 
Temporary Controls, as chairman of the 
conference. 

The dates of that conference have 
been set for May 6, 7 and 8, and com- 
mittees and sub-committees are being 
appointed to work with the General 
Committee in setting forth objectives, 
conducting research surveys and gener- 
ally setting the stage for the compre- 
hensive program which it is hoped will 
intensify and coordinate the work of fire 
prevention and protection in every city, 
town and hamlet throughout the nation. 


The South Awakens 


As might be expected, the South 
spearheaded the surge for remedial 
measures in courts and in the fire ser- 
vice, following the Winecoff holocaust. 

Southern fire chiefs were predominant 





Prompt Notification Alerts Guests in Fort Fairfield Hotel Fire 


Thirty-five guests and employes safely fled the forty 
only hostelry, February 16, warned by telephone operator Mrs. Walter Dodge, who, after her switch- 
board was put out of commission, groped through 


four-story, wooden building was destroyed by 


undetermined cause 


five-room Hotel Plymouth, Fort Fairfield’s (Maine) 


smoke filled corridors to awaken guests. The 
fire, which started in the basement from an 


No casualties were reported 


among those who hurried to Atlanta to 
study the Winecoff tragedy first-hand. 
These officers, in turn, took the message 
of the need for corrective action back to 
their own communities and, with repre- 
sentatives of insurance groups, spread 
the gospel. 

In Memphis, the Fire Department In- 
structors’ Conference subordinated oth- 
er features of its program to give con- 
sideration of hotel fires and what could 
be done about preventing them top pri- 
ority. 

Meanwhile the daily press and radio 
were pounding away on the subject. 
Neither the public, nor legislators were 
permitted to overlook or sidetrack the 
need of getting quick and favorable ac- 
tion on the eradication of hotel fire haz- 
ards—in fact, hazards in ail types of 
occupancies. 

Before the end of December, the State 
of Georgia announced a joint committee 
of the Legislature for the purpose of 
investigating fire prevention laws and to 
draft protective measures for introduc- 
tion in the January session of the State 
Legislature. The Legislature was asked 
to approve laws to enforce these recom- 
mendations: 

1. Installation of fire doors on all open 
stairways and on all pipe shaftings. 

The installation of concrete or met- 
al fire breaks on each floor in all shaft- 
ing. 

3. The installation of sprinkler sys- 
tems. 

That all elevator shafts be enclosed 
and have doors that, when closed, will 
—_ the shafts. 

That all hotels be required to in- 
stall exit lights with the power to each 
light coming through a sealed fireproof 
conduit having a power source separate 
from the main source. 

Meanwhile, Georgia hotel men, meet- 
ing in Macon, discussed the legislation 
to be considered by the State Govern- 
ment and many of them announced 
plans to bring their properties in line 
with prescribed ‘fire-safe’ measures. 

According to Zack D. Cravey, Geor- 
gia Comptroller General and Insurance 
Commissioner-Elect, of the $2,750,000 
insurance taxes. collected § annually, 
Georgia must spend “a _ sufficient 
amount” on enforcement of fire laws, 
ee of a State Fire Marshal 

(at present Georgia has no fire marshal) 
and a program of fire prevention edu- 
cation in public schools. 

In Atlanta, Ga. the Ansley Hotel 
took the lead in ordering installation of 
a sprinkler system and fire blocks for 
the entire hotel and incorporation of all 
recommendations made by safety ex- 
perts. 

In Columbus, Ga., it was disclosed 
there was an urgent need for adequate 
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fire alarm systems in the majority of 
six downtown hotels, seven theatres 
and twenty-two school buildings. 

At the Southern Regional Legislative 
Conference of the Council of State Gov- 
ernments, meeting in New Orleans, the 
assertion was made that statutes and 
ordinances in many states and cities are 
inadequate to prevent disastrous fires 
such as that in the Winecoff. State 
legislatures were called upon to explore 
carefully laws and state agencies deal- 


ing with building regulations, fire pre- 
vention and fire control, and it was 


stated that administration of fire regu- 
lations is entirely too lenient. 

In Athens, Ga., an ordinance ap- 
proved by the City Council decreed that 
buildings used as hotels or dormitories 
that are constructed of other than fire- 
proof materials must be abandoned 
within a year unless equipped with au- 
tomatic sprinklers. The Council also 
created a Fire Safety Board to regulate 
hazards of a nature not covered by ordi- 
nance. 


Southern Chiefs Adopt Resolution 


In Salisbury, N. C., the North Caro- 
lina Fire Chiefs’ Association in special 
meeting December 19th adopted a sev- 
en-point program to tighten fire regula- 
tions applying to hotels and _ public 
sleeping places. A nine-man legislative 
committee was to be named to discuss 
the program with the State Attorney 
General, according to Fire Chief Hen- 
drix Palmer of Charlotte, president of 
the Association. In the main, the recom- 
mendations parallel those promulgated 
by the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs. 

Repercussions in North Carolina took 
the form of increased surveys of fire 
hazards in public homes and institutions 
and other occupancies as well as mul- 
tiple dwellings. Sub-standard health and 
fire protection facilities were found at 
public institutions, and in Asheville, the 
large Buncombe County Home property 
was ordered to install adequate fire- 
fighting facilities. 

In South Carolina the story was much 
the same, many hotels not waiting for 
legislative action to install improve- 
ments. In Charleston, for example, the 
Charleston Hotel ordered an automat- 
ic fire alarm system with supervisorv 
service. It is said this will be one of the 
most comprehensive installations, in- 
corporating rate of temperature rise 
alarm notification, in the area. In addi- 
tion, the fire department has recom- 
mended that all hotels and large build- 
ings be required to install either an 
automatic alarm or a sprinkler system. 

In West Virginia, among other ac- 
tions taken, State Fire Marshal Robert 
H. Kidd urged fire chiefs in the State’s 
municipalities to tighten up on hotel in- 
spections. 

Miami’s Fire Chief Henry Chase, fol- 
lowing inspection of the Winecoff fire, 
laid the blame for the fire on the open 
stairway of the hotel as a natural flue 
and the delayed alarm, and said he was 
determined to fight for state legislation 
to force such places as hotels to install 
sprinklers or fire alarms. Other fire offi- 
cials throughout Florida speeded up in- 
spections of hotels and places of public 
assembly. 

Inspections and surveys in Alabama 
disclosed lack of fire safety devices in 


hospitals as well as public and private 
multiple dwellings. In Mobile, Fire 
Chief L. L. Petrey and Fire Inspector 
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Quebec City Fights Hotel Fire in Near-Zero Weather 


Two upper floors of six-story, 200-room Hotel St. 


control fire. 


Firemen fought blaze from aerial ladders, 


firemen could 
structures. No 


burned out before Ouebec 
escapes and neighboring 


Louis were 
fire 


one was reported injured. 


and other officials made 
room- by-room tours of Mobile’s ram- 
bling city hospital to find the building 
lacks virtually all the essentials of fire 
safety. Other occupancies were found 
short of the most fundamental safety 
facilities. In this State, as most others, 
hotel proprietors were disposed to co- 
operate with fire chiefs’ recommenda- 
tions. 


a. B. F oster, 


In Tennessee, Memphis was active, 
with Fire Chief Connie O’Sullivan and 
his Fire Prevention Bureau taking their 
safety story to the public, aided by press 
and radio. The Chief’s appeal was for 
community consciousness in connection 
with establishment of enforcement of 
fire prevention regulations. Public 
apathy was blamed for the majority of 
the hotel catastrophes by Chief Sullivan, 
who enlisted the cooperation of local 
hotel men in instituting corrective steps 
to prevent a repetition of the Winecoff 
tragedy in their city. 

‘all out’ in its efforts 
and other fire haz- 


went 
hotel 


Tennessee 
to eradicate 
ards, 

In Nashville, all hotels are training 
special fire crews to take over and di- 
rect evacuation of guests as well as aid 
in fighting fires. it is announced by the 
local hotel association. Chief H. D. 
Demonbreun of the Nashville Fire De- 
partment is in charge of plans for the 
organization and training of the crews. 

Some Tennessee cities, notably Mem- 
phis, are waging war on smoking in bed 
in hotels. In Memphis two guests were 
arrested and paid fines of $51 each for 
this offense. 

In Texas, hotel associations are co- 
operating generally with the fire protec- 
tion agencies. In Dallas, the members of 
the Dallas Hotel Association sent Dallas 
Fire Marshal B. C. Hilton to Atlanta to 
study the causes of the Winecoff fire. 
Upon his return, plans for providing 
greater safety to hotel guests were pre- 
pared. Included in these plans was con- 
sideration of fiberglass mattresses and 
drapes, installation of automatic fire 
alarm systems with central station ser- 


vice, and of fire alarm boxes in hotels 
and other safety factors. 

The Baker Hotel, of Dallas, scene of 
a fatal explosion a year ago, is testing 
out the non-flammable mattresses and 
has already installed fiberglass drapes. 

Tests of a newly developed fireproof 
mattress in Denison, Tex., were wit 
nessed by fire department officials who 
said it would reduce the hazards of fire 
caused by careless smoking. 


Midwest Activates Measures 


the LaSalle Hotel 
re-evaluating fire 


Chicago, scene of 
disaster, had been 
safety codes and ordinances when the 
Winecoff tragedy occurred. On Decem- 
ber 17, 1946, amendments to the city 
building code requiring hotels to enclose 
stairways and elevator shafts with fire 
resistant materials were passed by the 
city council. As finally written, reports 
indicate the amendments were some- 
what modified from what had been con- 
sidered at previous hearings of the coun- 
cil’s building and zoning committee. 

Covered by the enacted 
are all hotels more than four stories 
high, and all others of more than two 
stories with sleeping accommodations 
for more than twenty-five persons 
above the second floor. Stair wells and 
elevators must be enclosed in vertical 
shafts with fire resistant material. In the 
case of “fireproof and semi-fireproof” 
structures, this material must be not 
less than one hour fire-resistive. The 
material must be two hours fire resistive 
in buildings of heavy timber or ordinary 
construction. Doors opening into stair- 
ways or elevators of fireproof or semi- 
fireproof structures must be of material 
forty-five minutes fire resistive; in other 
structures the doors must be of material 
not less fire resistant than wood one and 
three-quarters inches thickness. 

The amendments give the hotels until 
July 1, 1947 to comply with the require- 
ments before facing court action. 

Meantime, since the LaSalle 
caust more rigid enforcement of 


amendment 


holo- 


the 

















158 


building 
with the 
Commission- 


city’s health, sanitation and 
codes has generally been urged, 
fire department under Fire 


er Michael J. Corrigan and Chief Fire 

Marshal Anthony Mullaney stressing 

the need for more and better fire fight- 

ing facilities, modern training school 
and other necessary innovations 
Columbus Drives to End 

Delayed Alarms 
In Columbus, Ohio, spurred by Fire 


Chief Edward P. Welch, as perhaps his 
last official act (he died February 17), 
the city council passed an ordinance “to 


regulate the conduct of managers of 


apartments, hotels, rest homes, depart 
ment stores, theatres, auditoriums and 
other places of public assemblage in 


department upon the 
their premises.” 
conviction were set at 


notifying the fire 
discovery of a fire on 
Penalties upon 


not less than $10 nor more than $100 
and, for a second and subsequent of- 
fense, not less than $25 nor more than 
$200. 

\ similar ordinance also regulating 


the conduct of management in notifying 


the fire department of fires in similar 
occupancies, was adopted in Springfield, 
after being vigorously urged by Grover 
| Frock, Fire Chief 


two hotels out 
complied in full 


In Toledo, Ohio, only 
of more than 100 have 


with recommendations of the Fire Pre- 
vention Bureau of the Fire Department. 
The remaining ones were to be “pad- 


locked” if 
January 31, 
terscheid, 
licenses in 


they have not done so by 
ac cording to Earl R. Wal- 
Bureau Chief. Previous hotel 
that city were issued by the 
state but State Fire Marshal Harry J. 
Callan, informed Chief Walterscheid 
that hotel licenses for 1947 in Toledo 
would be withheld until the latter had 
given his approval. Four smaller hotels 


were previously closed because of lack 
of secondary routes. 
Reports from Michigan, Iowa and 


other mid-western areas will be included 
in later issues of this Journal, space per- 
mitting 


Hotel Fires Continue 
Winecoff and 


December, fires 
have continued. 


Since the fatal Hotel 
Barry holocausts of last 
in this classification 
Fatalities, however, have dropped, 
doubtless due in large measure to in- 
creasing attention paid to fire protection 
and prevention by hotel management. 

In addition to the hotel fires covered 
in the January and February issues of 
Fire ENGINEERING, the following have 
been reported: 


December 


ATLANTA, Ga.—Two alert Robert Ful- 
ton hotel bell hops were credited with 
possibly preventing another disastrous 
Atlanta hotel fire by using hotel fire 
fighting equipment to bring under con- 
trol a blaze in room 816, which was 
caused by a guest smoking in bed at 
1:15 A.M. 

Interesting detail of this report is the 
fact that fire department records showed 
that no call was received reporting the 
blaze. According to the assistant man- 
ager of the Robert Fulton Hotel, two 
house officers, who patrol all floors 
throughout the night, smelled smoke 
coming from room 816, and immediately 
summoned the two bell hops, who aided 


in bringing fire-fighting equipment into 
play. 

Krom this it will be seen that one 
lesson supposedly taught by the Wine- 
coff Hotel fire of only a week previously 
in the same city had not been learned 
by at least one Atlanta hotel: that les- 
being—call the fire department im- 
mediately, regardless of whether or not 
hotel employes attempt to extinguish the 
fire. 


son 


Macon, Ga.—Investigations are re- 
ported to have failed to disclose arson 
as the cause for the $150,000 loss by fire 
in the Lanier Hotel in Macon. Fire 
Chief Guy L. Moseley said it cannot be 
determined whether arson was or was 
not the cause. Meanwhile the city con- 
tinued its investigation of the fire that 
injured three persons and_ routed 
seventy-five guests from the six-story 
165-room hotel 

The suggestion of arson was advanced 


by the house detective who said he had 
inspected a closet on the fourth floor 
only twenty minutes before the flames 
were discovered in that vicinity. He 
reported that he and a room clerk were 
driven back by terrific fumes much 
stronger than sulphur when they 
reached the fourth floor after the alarm 


Was spread, 


Harvey, N. 
the 20-room, 
Hotel in this 
Dakota town, 
guests into 
was injured. 
$50,000 


D.—Fire 
two-story 


swept through 
brick Kirton 
small central North 
driving twenty - nine 
sub-zero weather. No one 
Damage was estimated at 


New York, N. Y.—A crowd of 4,000, 
mindful of recent hotel disasters 
watched city firemen battle an afternoon 
blaze on the 24th floor of the Hotel 
McAlpin, in Herald Square. The blaze 
started at 5:00 P.M. in stacks of tables 
and chairs under a stairway leading to 
the Terrace Room and the Winter 
Garden Ball Room on the topmost 
floors of the 25-story structure. The 
cause was unknown. When firemen of 

Ladder 24, first-due company, arrived 
ame were streaming down stairs and 


jamming elevators. Reaching the 24th 
floor, firemen found bellboys and port- 
ers already fighting the flames. Damage 
was considerable. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — Mushrooming 
from a first-floor room a night fire 
swept a four-story hotel on South 
Street, killing six persons and injuring 
at least thirty-five others, all negroes. 


Several panic-stricken occupants jumped 
from upper floors; others were trapped 
in rooms and in the basement. Firemen, 
disdaining heavy smoke, entered the 
structure and removed over 100 guests 
most of them by ladders. Police aided 
in rescue work. Casualties overflowed 
several of the city’s hospitals. The hotel 
had 150 registered guests, reported to be 
occupying sixty-seven rooms. In one 
large room firemen found numerous 
double-decked bunks. The cause was 
undetermined—the loss heavy. 


York, N. Y.—Fireproof walls, 
and protected windows in the 
Lincoln, 1,400-room ‘skyscraper’ 
hotel were credited with preventing a 
disaster when fire reduced practically 
the entire contents of room 1356 to 
ashes. 
ladder 


NEw 
doors 


Hotel 


Firemen of four engine and two 
prevented 


companies extension 
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which flared from the red hot 
corridor 


of the fire, 


room only when the was 
opened. Hotel employees promptly 
notified the fire department and 


endeavored to fight the blaze, but were 
forced to give way, leaving a house line 
‘bleeding’, firemen reported. 

As a safety precaution, 150 occupants 
of 13th, 14th and 15th floor rooms were 
evacuated in their night clothes. 
Other guests in the 34-story structure 
were not disturbed. There was no panic. 
The alarm was given by the occupant 
of the room in which the fire started 
who fled, fortunately shutting the door 
behind him, 

San Francisco, Cat.—Fast work by 
the fire department is reported to have 
saved the 500-room, block-long Fair- 
mont Hotel, atop Nob Hill, when fire 
attacked the newly decorated banquet 
hall, after starting in some paint cans 
on a veranda outside the Red room. 
Three alarms were turned in, bringing 
twenty-nine pieces of fire fighting equip- 
ment. Scores of guests, many wearing 
fur coats over nightgowns, made their 
way to safety, although many others 
slept through the excitement. 

RALEIGH, N. C.—Most of the 85 reg- 
istered guests of the six-story Andrew 
Johnson Hotel in the downtown district 
raced to the lobby in night clothes when 
fire broke out in = room of the struc- 
ture at 6:15 A.M. The blaze, which ac- 
cording to Fire Chief W. R. Butts, was 
caused by a cigarette in a mattress, was 
quickly controlled. 


January 

ATLANTA, Ga.—A night fire early in 
January in the basement of a small 
hotel, two blocks from the _ ill-fated 


Winecoff was quickly extinguished by 
firemen but some guests are reported to 
have scrambled down ladders to safety. 


Mempuis, TENN.—A fire on the eighth 
floor of the Claridge Hotel was quickly 
extinguished and the occupant of the 
room where it started was fined for 
drunkenness and disorderly conduct. 
Scores of guests descended by fire 
escapes and used elevators. A bell boy 
discovered the fire shortly before 1:00 
A.M., and the fire department under 
Fire Chief Connie O'Sullivan extin- 
guished it in fifteen minutes. The Chief 
reported that on his arrival flames were 
lapping out an eighth floor room and 
licking thirty or forty feet away along 
the ceiling in the hallway. Smoke was 
thick on the upper floors of the 15-story 


structure. According to Charles Nun- 
nally, Assistant Fire Marshal, it was 
another case of drinking party—and 
cigarette. 


Terre Haute, Inp.—A fire, apparently 
caused by a cigarette, started in the 
third floor room of the $1,000,000, ten- 
story Terre Haute House in the down- 
town area. A_ serviceman, who dis- 
covered the blaze about 4:00 A.M., 
ported it to William E. Wilbur, elevator 
operator, and he hurriedly telephoned 
the fire department, which was fighting 
the fire in two minutes. Fire Captain 
George Simms said many guests in 
rooms near the fire placed wet blankets 
over their doors in compliance with 
safety rules which have been widely 
publicized following recent _ hotel 
tragedies. The action of guests in not 
opening doors and windows, or running 
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into corridors prevented what might 
have been a serious fire, according to 
Simms. 

San Francisco, CAL. A cripple 


burned to death in his bed when fire 
damaged the small Hotel Modern. Ap- 


parently starting from a cigarette in 
the victim’s room, the fire drove all 
guests to the street. A rescue squad 


found the cripple in a checkup to make 
sure all occupants had fled safely. 

Detroit, Micu.—John Dykema, 50, of 
Detroit, was given his choice of paying 
$50 fine or serving ten days in jail for 
carelessly throwing a cigarette aside and 
setting fire to his hotel room. Sentenced 
by Traffic Judge John D. Watts, he is 
third person convicted under a new 
ordinance prohibiting careless smoking 
in hotels. 

EvizasetH, N. J.—A fire scare was 
caused shortly before noon at the Hotel 
Winfield Scott when smoke from an 
overheated motor spread through lower 
floors of the ten-story structure. Fire- 
men, “on a still alarm,” extinguished the 
fire with chemicals, 


New York, N. Y.—William D. Woods, 
26, was booked on charge of arson after 
fire on the second floor of the Hotel 
Capitol, 101 W. Thirty-sixth Street, 
caused 250 guests to be evacuated from 
their rooms at 4:15 A.M. Woods, a 
longshoreman, confessed starting the 


fire—“he didn’t know why.” He _ had 
been arrested for trespassing in the 
same hotel two months previously. 
The hotel auditorium was destroyed 


and the Carnival Room, separated from 
it by a fireproof wall, was badly dam- 
aged by water. 

Cuicaco, Irt.—Fire, apparently started 
by a workman using a blow torch in the 
rehabilitation of the LaSalle Hotel, 
where sixty-one persons lost their life 
June 5, was quickly extinguished by 
firemen. The blaze started in a third 
oor room and shot up the elevator 
shaft for three floors. The hotel has 
been closed since the tragedy, except for 
a few suites and some stores. 





New York, N. Y.—Two fires in two 
hotels, the Hotel Imperial, and the 
Hotel Sheraton, both of “fire resistive 
construction” within twenty-four hours 
of each other, were extinguished quickly 
by firemen as a result of prompt notifi- 
cation and equally prompt response. In 
one, at the Hotel Sheraton, employes 
had the fire under control before the 
firemen arrived. 

Missourt VALLEY, Ia—Harry Chris- 
tiansen, 46, of Sioux City, was fined $25 
and costs “on an intoxication charge” 
In mayor’s court, after a room in the 
Valley Hotel, which he occupied as a 
guest, caught fire. 

The fire department, using gas masks, 


confined the fire to the one room. 
Christiansen was said to have been 
smoking in bed. A _ third-floor guest 


smelled smoke, notified the night clerk, 
who investigated and finding smoke, 
notified the fire department. Most of 
the twenty-five guests left the hotel in 
orderly fashion. Assistant Fire Chief H. 
R. Watson suffered burns on his hands. 





LextncTon, Ky. — Investigating two 
fires, one in the Emery Hotel and the 


other in a rooming house in Lexington, 
Fire Chief Louis A. Travis said that the 
fire department had not been notified of 
either fire “because the managers 
preferred to extinguish the blazes them- 
selves.” Both fires were caused by 
careless handling of cigarettes, accord- 
ing to underwriters’ reports. 


Los ANGELES, Cat.—An_ unidentified 
man was burned to death and four 
others injured when fire swept the 
interior of the small, downtown Wayne 
Hotel. One occupant was held for 
questioning about an empty gasoline 
can found on the stairs. About twenty- 
five guests were taken down ladders. 
Firemen reported the thirty rooms were 
all occupied and guests 
sleeping in ha!lways. 


some were 


WatTERTOWN, New York—Fire, occur- 


ring shortly after midnight, swept the 
three-story Graystone Hotel in Water- 
town, N. Y., January 17, leaving three 


dead and two injured. 

Cause of the blaze, which apparently 
started on the third floor of the brick 
and wood structure, is undetermined. 
Twenty-two other guests fled to safety 
or were rescued by firemen and police- 
men, three being saved from the third 
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floor. One of those rescued, Thomas 
Coleman, clung for a time to a ledge 
thirty feet above the street after closing 


his window behind him against the 
oncoming flames. Some guests on the 


top floor managed to make their way 
through the smoke-filled corridors. All 
occupants of the second floor escaped. 

The hotel, located in downtown 
Watertown, contained thirty - seven 
rooms and was reported fully occupied 
at the time of the fire. Firemen were 
promptly on the scene and laddered the 
structure, while lines were operated 
inside and from ladders on the fire, 
which was controlled after a three-hour 
struggle. The roof collapsed to the 
third floor about an hour after the fire 
was discovered. 


New York, N. Y.—Fire in a_ store 
room of the three-story New Holland 
Hotel on West 10th Street, routed 


thirty-five persons, most of them long- 
haul truck drivers. Blaze, which burst 
through the roof and was controlled by 
firemen after forty-five minute fight was 
attributed to a discarded cigarette. The 
fire was discovered by a hotel employee. 


February 


ROCHESTER, MINN. lire swept 


Three Die in Midnight Watertown, N. Y. Hotel Fire 


Firemen controlling flames that wrecked three-story downtown hotel. 
ladder as water tower. 


Note operation of metal aerial 
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through the top floor of the four-story 
Cook Hotel forcing the hotel's ninety 
guests to flee for safety. The cause was 
not determined immediately. 


INDIANAPOLIS, INp.—John Mason, 25, 
of Indianapolis, was the first person in 
that city to be charged with violating 
the new city ordinance against smoking 
in bed in a hotel He pleaded guilty, 
was fined $25 and agreed to pay the 
hotel $45 for the damage done to the 

which he dropped a cigarette 
vhile asleep, Sunday morn- 
ing 

Che new 


bed on 
early on a 
smoking in 


ordinance bans 


hotel and hospital beds and in depart- 
ment stores 
SAN ANGELO, TEX Frank Daniels, : 


was burned to death in an early 
morning two-alarm fire that caused 
heavy damage to the three-story frame 
Plaza Hotel. Five other persons on the 


Sunday 


floor, unable to reach stairs or fire 
escapes, were helped down ladders by 
firemen, Other guests fled in night 
clothes. 

Fire Chief Tom Biggs reported the 


fire started in Daniel's from a 
lighted cigarette Daniels’ body was 
found on the floor of his room 


room 


Mapison, Wis.—Fire, 
Saturday afternoon, 
one rooms on the 
floors ot the old 
Madison,, before 


fortunately on a 
burned out twenty- 
second and third 
Hamacher Hotel, 
being controlled by the 
fire department. The blaze was reported 
to have started from a lighted cigar 
which dropped from an ash tray to the 
carpet of the room of the hotel janitor 


on the second floor and burned through 
the entire second and third floors before 
being discovered. The janitor was in 


the barroom at the 
first noticed 
When firemen of No. 1, 


time the fire was 


2 and 3 Com- 


smoke and flames were 
from all upstairs windows. 
There was only one stair-way leading 
to the second and third floors of the 
hotel. No guests were injured. One 
elderly woman was assisted from the 
hotel to safety. Fireman James Elden 
was burned on the feet and legs in fight- 
ing the blaze. 

The pranks of children resulted in the 
delayed response of No. 3 Company to 
this fire. When the alarm was received 
at 2:12 P.M., the firemen mounted their 
two fire trucks only to find that they 
were stopped inside the station by heavy 
ropes tied and knotted across the big 
sliding doors. Captain Arthur Wilcox 
had to cut the ropes before the crew 
could proceed. 


panies arrived, 
shooting 


Ocpenspurc, N. Y. Firemen of 
Ogdensburg and six other communities 
fought a six-hour losing battle to con- 
trol a fire which destroyed the five- 
story brick New Ogdensburg Hotel, 
leaving only two walls standing. The 
150 guests were safely evacuated and 
there were no injuries. The fire started 
in the basement about 6:00 A.M, from 
an undetermined cause. between 


$75,000 and $100,000. 


Loss 


Cures and Remedies Pour In 


Following every disaster of any 
magnitude there is a rush to develop 
devices and methods to ameliorate the 
severity of, or to prevent repetition of 
such emergencies. The recent series of 
fatal hotel fires has been no exception. 
Following the LaSalle and Winecoff 
fires the patent office almost immedi- 
ately registered an upswing in applica- 
tions for patents on rescue and fire pro- 
tective and preventive devices and 
gadgets. Ideas, for methods and mate- 


rials, ranging from the wildest Rube 
Goldberg concoctions to the most care- 
fully thought-out propositions flooded 








Gemensiveting a New Safety Device —the "Saf-D-Descend" 


Miss Garnet Troup of 


Akron, Ohio, dons the “Saf-D-Descend”’ 
which helps a person escape from a burning building. 
midair on her descent to street from I4th floor of 


(right photo), a new 10-lb. safety device, 
Left photo shows Miss Troup suspended in 
an Akron, Ohio, hotel. Five hundred spectators 


braved zero weather to watch. 
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in upon insurance companies, members 
of the fire service, editors of news- 
papers, and of technical journals. 

There isn’t space to recount all the 
contributions that have reached this 
publication. However, we would like to 
describe some of the more interesting, 
particularly those bearing upon the 
rescue of persons from hotels and dwell- 
ing places. We publish these, just as 
they have been received. 


Adaptation of Coast Guard Methods 

From the secretary of the suggestions 
committee of a large corporation comes 
the following idea, originated by an em- 
ploye, and submitted to the committee 
which, in turn, believes it of sufficient 
interest for publication: 

SUGGESTION FOR SAVING LiFe AT FIRES 

The recent hotel fire Atlanta with 
its large number of casualties makes one 
painfully aware of the fact that present- 
day fire-fighting and life-saving equip- 
ment is often insufficient for fires in tall 
buildings. Apparently, with all its pres- 
ent perfection, hook and ladder equip- 
ment is generally not high enough to 
cope with fires in skyscraper buildings 
of our large cities. It is believed that the 
following suggestion will lead to im- 
proved fire-fighting performance and to 
saving of lives... . 

In saving people from wrecked or 
disabled ships which cannot be ap- 
proached due to bad weather or on ac- 
count of their being impaled on a reef, 
rescue is effected by shooting a rope 
with an anchor’ to the disabled vessel. 
After this is made fast by the men 
aboard, people are strapped in and 
transported in a chair mounted on a 
pulley which runs over the rope. My 
present suggestion is to adopt a similar 
technique for rescuing marooned vic- 
tims in burning buildings. 

Let an anchor with attached cable and 


a rope carrying pulley be shot from a 
gun on the ground. The propulsive 
force of the gun and its inclination 


should be adjusted relative to its posi- 
tion and the height of the building so 
that it just clears the building on the 
way and lands on the roof after it starts 
its fall. As the rope pulls it down it will 
slide over the roof and become anchored 
whether on some roof obstruction or 
on the cornice. The anchor is made fast 
by pulling the cable tight; a rope-wind- 
ing machine can be used to lift a small 
car with firemen and proper equipment 
to the upper stories and save marooned 
victims who will then be let down by 
the same car. Army and Navy ordnance 
experts could no doubt help with the 
design of the gun and the propulsive 
charge which will be needed. It is esti- 
mated that the charge of a 6” gun will 
be sufficient to send up a weight of 1000 
Ibs. (anchor, half of cable, etc.) to a 
height of 1000 ft. 

The weight of the pulley rope can be 
saved by using a small car capable of 
climbing the vertical cable and propelled 
by a gas engine. This would be some- 
what similar in its construction to an 
elevator car as well as to a scenic rail- 
way car, and many difficulties would 
have to be surmounted to obtain a posi- 
tive drive up and down which is secure 
against fall. 

In addition to the above, 
that helicopters can be 
rescue work in fires. 


it is evident 
adopted to 


iIt is our understanding the ropes shot to ships 
do not have an “anchor’’ attached. This light 
line is fastened to a projectile as in the case of 
the fire department “life gun.”—Editors. 
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Rescue by Stage—Wholesale 


To the Editor: 

My partner Edward Madey and I are 
professional fire fighters and have been 
upwards of eight years. During that 
time we have encountered most types of 
fires and hazards. 

Recently there has been a wave of 
disastrous fires involving structures of 
multiple occupancy. We _ believe we 
have the answer, at least in part, to 
combat such fires and the evacuation of 
victims from such structures. 

You know as well as we that the 
present aerial ladder does not answer all 
purposes in such a fire. First of all, it 
is limited to height (100 ft.); secondly, 
it is slow and cumbersome to manipu- 
late. 

Our idea is to have a special truck 
with a stage similar to a painters stage 
mounted on top of the truck and the 
truck equipped with a motor-driven 
winch to hoist the stage to any desired 
height on a building 20-30 stories. The 
stage should be made of metal, ex- 
tremely light, and have extensions on 
both sides of the stage (similar to pres- 
ent extension ladders). This stage, 
when fully extended should be able to 
cover four windows on any occupancy. 

Now the point arises: how to raise 
this stage so that it will be safe and 
firmly against a building? This is done 
by installing on the building from the 
second floor to the topmost floor a light 
metal flanged rail with a cable inside of 
the rail. The rails should be spaced 
about four windows apart. Thus with 
the attached rails, should a disaster 
occur, this special truck would pull up 
with its stage; the stage would be 
slapped on the rail and the hoist on the 
truck could raise the stage to any de- 
sired height in the minimum of time. 
In this way the trapped victims could 
be evacuated and you could take hose 
on the stage to combat the fire. 

A building could have rails only on 
one side and together with the outside 
escape there should be no reason for the 
great loss of life and damage to prop- 
erty. ; 

This idea perhaps sounds fantastic 
and costly. However, if given serious 
thought and explanation there shouldn’t 
be any reason why it wouldn’t work. 

We feel that the installation of a few 
rails around a building or just one side 
only would cost no more than an out- 
side fire escape. The truck and stage 
would be maintained by the city fire 
department and most cities would only 
have to have a few of these specially 
built trucks —WaALTER J. BENSON. 


Shuttle Fire Escape 

Parker E. Hart, one of Frre ENGINEER- 
ING’s most exacting readers, (he’s one 
of the printer’s proofreaders, in fact), 
submits an idea for a “shuttle” fire 
escape, which has the virtue of original- 
ity. He says: 

“T awoke early this morning and got 
to thinking of the recent fire disasters 
and since inventing is my hobby, in my 
mind I went through half a hundred 
ideas for ways of escaping from a hotel 
room in case of fire and this is what 
came up.” 

Mr. Hart’s idea calls for a _ track 
running laterally across the front of the 
hotel or other structure, just below the 
line of windows of each floor. There 
would be one track for each bay of win- 
dows. The track would be mounted out 


from the projecting window ledges or 
other obstructions. 

Located at one end of the building, 
either end, wherever most convenient 
for utility and appearance, would be a 
metal ladder running perpendicularly up 
the entire height of the building (Mr. 
Hart envisages the device on a three 
story structure). This ladder is fastened 
at each floor level to the above men- 
tioned tracks, with pulley-wheels, some- 
thing like the wheels used on the ladder 
tracks one sees in mercantile stores to 
enable clerks to reach high shelves. 

The rescue ladder is “shuttled” across 
the front of the building as necessary, to 
bring down those to be evacuated. The 
means of propulsion are not indicated 
and we rather imagine Mr. Hart intends 
his rescuees to descend the inside of 
the ladder, much after the method fol- 
lowed in using the fire department lad- 
der “church raise.” 


Atlanta Has Metal Spiral Chute 

A spine-tingler, but safe fire escape 
chute, is described in a report from the 
city of the Winecoff fire—Atlanta. This 
is unique in fire escape circles and is 
located in the William Oliver Building 
at Peachtree and Marietta Streets. 

The chute, sliding ramp, runs from 
the top or seventeenth floor all the way 
to the second. “If a person climbed into 
the chute where it starts on the seven- 
teenth, held his breath, closed his eyes 
and hiccuped, it wouldn’t be more than 
a few seconds before he found himself 
on the second floor, not far from the 
stairway to the ground floor,” says the 
Atlanta Constitution. And adds, “He 
might be a little dizzy, and he might 
have a slightly warm er-er ah, that is, 
he might want to stand up, but other- 
wise he’d ‘be safe. 

The chute was installed in 1930, when 
the building was erected and is a metal- 
enclosed slide, turning about a central 
pole. There are openings on every 
floor, and the entire chute is encased in 
a fireproof cylinder which runs from 
the top floor to the second floor. The 
chute is the property of the owners of 
the building and at present, it is said 
the only ones who use it are the clean- 
ing boys, who about twice a week arm 
themselves with brooms, rags and mops 
and it’s quite possible that a good bit 
of cleaning is done as they slide down 
“on their paraphernalia”. 

Editor's Note: From the description 
received, the device is not greatly unlike 
the cylindrical safety chutes installed on 
many hospitals, schools and other public 
and private buildings by a manufacturer 
well known to the fire service. 





Steel Ribbon “Safety Escape” 


In Atlanta, a 65-year-old Detroit 
barber, Irving Bassett, demonstrated his 
“Safety-Scape” before Fire Chief C. C. 
Styron and other officials of the Atlanta 
Fire Department, and representatives of 
the Southeastern Underwriters Associa- 
tion. 

3y means of the device, which con- 
sists of a steel ribbon, attached to a 
sling at one end and an automatic reel 
at the other, Bassétt dropped twelve 
stories outside the Hotel Biltmore at 
about elevator speed, making the 
descent in eighteen seconds and landing 
without disturbing his eye-glasses. Mr. 
3assett’s device is similar to a number 
of others based on the same principle, 
but in his “Scape”, after the “victim” is 
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Irving Bassett of Detroit Demonstrates His 
“Safety-Scape" at a Hotel in Atlanta, Ga. 
Photo Shows Mr. Bassett as He Accomplished 
the 12-Story Drop in Approximately 
Eighteen Seconds. 


“rescued,” it is necessary to rewind the 
escape tape in the reel, or winch. 


Endless-Ladder, Automatic ‘Escape’ 

William J. Skibbe, bricklayer of Des 
Moines, Ia., has invented the “Auto- 
matic Descending Fire Escape”. He’s 
the same man who invented the “Auto- 
matic Threshold Sealer’—designed to 
prevent under-the-door drafts. His fire 
escape, he believes, would, if adopted, 
permit hotel residents to “evacuate” 
with no lost time, should a fire break out. 

His patent application describes an 
endless ladder made of chain-links or 
cable, turning on sprocket wheels 
located at the top and bottom of a 
building. An escapee would step on a 
rung and his own weight would carry 
him to the bottom, where a large roller 
would remove his feet from the rung. 
A brake rope readily at hand would 
permit anybody on the device to slow 
or halt the mechanism. 

Skibbe figures a motor turning the 
device would permit firemen to ascend 
on one side while folks descended inside. 
Che account says the motor could be 
started by an alarmed pedestrian, who 
would break a glass-enclosed panel in 
the switch-box and start things hum- 
ming. 


Simple Device For Escaping Fire 


From Mr. Earl Nolan, Editorial De- 
partment, The Quincy Herald-Whig, 
Quincy, Ill. comes the account of a 
simple device for saving life, invented 
by Frank Fiedler, lockmaster of Lock 
& Dam No. 21, Quincy for which the 
Rock Island Engineers’ office gave Mr. 
Fiedler an award. 

Mr. Fiedler’s escape device was 
demonstrated at the Drill Tower of the 
Quincy Fire Department in the presence 
of Fire Chief George Simon and Ralph 
Lusk, Deputy Fire Marshal, by Fire- 
man Jack White of the department, and 
Mr. Fiedler. 

The life-saving device consists of a 
simple brake through which a_ long 


(Continued on page 188) 
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LOS ANGELES ROCKED BY 
FATAL CHEMICAL EXPLOSION 


Fifteen Known Dead, 158 Seriously Injured 
in Blast That Shatters Plating Plant 


A TREMENDOUS explosion in the 


one-story brick plant of the O’Connor 
Electro-Plating Corporation, at 922 
East Pico Street. Los Angeles, Calif., 
on the morning of February 21, 1947, 
left fifteen known dead, with two miss- 
ing, 158 persons seriously hurt and hun- 


processes. 


tain Carl 


ing the explosion, agree in their official 
findings on the 
their testimony, 
ture ol 
hydride, 


origin. According to 
it was caused by a mix- 
perchloric acid and acetic an 
chemicals used in the plating 
These experts are Fire Cap- 
Halter, Los Angeles Fire De 





Exterior of O'Connor Electro-Plating Plant before Blast 


Explosior est ed three ljoining 


Fire follow 


pUISES, 


} 


dreds more cut by glass and metal, and 
did damage estimated at between $1, 
000,000 and $1,500,000 

Che entire downtown district of 
Angeles was jolted; windows were bro- 
ken in houses and other structures sev- 


Los 


enty blocks away and an area of ap- 
proximately a square mile was battered 
by the blast which, besides shattering 


the O'Connor 
houses and 
parked nearby 
lire followed the concussion, but this 
was quickly controlled by fifteen fire 
companies of the Los Angeles Fire De 
partment, summoned on several alarms. 
Earthquake Angeles at 
first thought that a trembler had struck. 
Others believed a bomb had dropped. 
Many persons fled and 
Telephone switchboards of emergency 
services and jammed 
with inquiries. Three hundred police, to 
gether with all available ambulance and 
rescue and disaster units, were hurried 
to the scene, where first reports placed 
the number of fatalities in the hundreds 
Later a detail of marines also was dis 
patched to aid. 
Angeles County’s tall General 
Hospital was quickly filled to overflow- 
ing with the injured, who were rushed 
from the area in ambulances, private 
cars and emergency vehicles. Service 
men and citizen volunteers aided fire- 
men and policemen in extricating vic- 
tims from the wreckage. Red Cross and 
other relief agencies sent disaster units. 
Bulldozers and power shovels were 
later employed to clear away the rub- 
ble in the effort to locate the missing. 
Two city experts and a chemist, who 
participated in the investigations follow- 


destroyed three 
automobiles, 


plant, 
twenty-five 


conscious Los 


homes offices. 


newspapers were 


Los 


damaged scores of 


structures in mile square area 


, burning many 


partment arson squad; Police Chemist 
Ray Pinker, Los Angeles Police De- 
partment, and G. L. Cheney, chief 
chemist for an analytical chemist’s firm. 

From the evidence, it is said the cen- 
ter of the explosion was evidently the 
contents of two vats of the chemical 
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mixture used in the electro-plating 
process, consisting of 300 gallons of the 
substance. The mixture, reports state, 
was the equivalent of 3,600 pounds of 
explosive, not much less violent than 
nitroglycerine. 

The force of the blast was demon- 
strated by the crater it left. According 
to Captain Halter, this measured seven 
or eight feet deep and about fifteen feet 
across, but first, the explosion went 
through four inches of concrete (on 
which the vats were based). 

Dr. Robert Magee, metallurgist of the 
Company, is credited with evolving a 
new process employing perchloric acid 
concentrate in the plating of aluminum 


chairs and davenports used in govern- 
ment service hospitals. It is this fact 
which gave rise to the statement that 


the plant was conducting chemical work 
for the government. That Dr. Magee 
feared his brainchild is attested by 
Police arson investigator R. F. Thomp- 
son, who said he had learned that 
Mage said “he wouldn’t want to 
be around when it takes off.” 

Deputy Fire Chief Earl H. 
son of the Los Angeles Fire Depart- 
ment, quotes an employee, Robert 
Gottas, a plater, who survived the blast, 
as saying that a screen with a plastic 
frame had been inserted into a perchlo- 
ric acid vat shortly before the plant and 
nearby houses were blown apart. “That 
probably caused the explosion” said 
Chief Richardson. “All plastics are 
organic matter, and if plastic went into 
the perchloric acid vat there was bound 
to be an explosion.” 


once 


Richard- 


The Sequel 


Following the probe into the cause of 
the blast and the conclusions reached 
by investigators, it was disclosed that 
the area of destruction extending from 
the center of the blackened shambles of 
the plant was nearly a mile square. 

Twenty-five buildings in the blast 
area have been condemned because the 
foundations were undetermined. Seven 
hundred persons were reported homeless 





Crater Marks Spot where Los Angeles Chemical Blast Originated 


T 


Iwo vats containing a chemical mixture, mounted on six-inch concrete bases, exploded, shattering 


the O'Connor Electro-Plating plant, leaving fifteen dead, 158 seriously injured and two missing. 
Fire followed explosion. 
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Interior of O'Connor Electro-Plating Plant before Explosion 


Stages of plating process are pictured in this illustration, which also shows interior 


construction of 


Los Angeles structure that almost disintegrated in the blast. 


many of them being fed by Red Cross 
mobile kitchen units. 

City Health Officer George M. Uhl 
said that 241 persons who had been 


living within a block of the blasted plant 
would have to be evacuated as a safety 
measure. He also issued cease and 
desist orders to five food processing 
establishments and seven food stores in 
the area and near-by restaurants, placing 
a virtual quarantine on them because, 
he said, large quantities of food contain 
glass splinters and bits of metal from 
the blast, 


Inspections Being Made 


The Los’ Angeles City Council 
ordered immediate inspection of 1,000 
plants where chemicals are used or 
stored and authorized the building in- 
spector to hire additional inspectors. 


PROPERTIES OF CHEMICALS USED 
IN PLANT 


Perchloric Acid, or Acid Verchloric 
(Fraude’s reagent)*, HC10,. 

Color and properties: Clear, colorless 
liquid concentrated solutions explosive. 


Constants: Specific 
Soluble in water. 
Derivation: By distilling potassium 
Perchlorate with strong sulphuric acid 
(96 per cent) under reduced pressure in 
an oil bath at 140 deg.—190 deg. C. 
Method of purification: Rectification. 
Grades: Technical, strength of solution 
6-20 per cent. 
Containers: 


gravity 1.764. 


Glass bottles. 
Uses: Medicine; analytical chemistry. 
Fire Hazard: None. 
Railroad shipping requirements: White 
label 

Acetic Anhydride, or Acid Acetic, An- 
hydride (Acetic anhydride, Acetyl oxide, 
Acetic oxide) (CHs CO)20. 


Color and properties: Colorless, very 
mobile, strongly refractory liquid: very 
Strong acetic odor. 

Constants: Specific gravity 1.082; 
boiling-point 139.5 deg. C. 

Soluble in alcohol and ether; decom- 
Poses in water forming acetic acid. 

Derivation: By distilling acetyl chlo- 


ride with an alkali acetate. 
Method of purification: Rectification. 
Grades: Technical 
Containers: Glass bottles; carboys. 
Uses: Organic synthesis. 
Fire Hazard: None. 
Railroad shipping regulations: 
Label. x 


White 


*The Condensed Chemical Dictionary 


Threatening Watertown Fire 
Controlled 


Fire, starting from undetermined 
cause, in the basement of a two-story 
brick pharmacy in Watertown, Wis., 


shortly after 6:30 A.M., practically de- 
stroyed the pharmacy and an adjoining 
clothing store before being controlled 
»y all local fire fighters, aided by fire 
companies from Fort Atkinson, Jeffer- 
son, Ixonia, Johnson Creek and Ocono- 
mowoc. 

The fire was discovered by a pedes- 
trian seeing smoke coming from the 
Tetzlaff pharmacy, and by the time fire- 
men arrived, the structure was so heav- 
ily charged with smoke and fumes that 
companies were driven back. The fire 
worked its way into the walls and 
quickly communicated to all parts of the 
structure, then to the adjoining two- 
story Kern Clothing Store which was 
badly damaged. Flames burst through 
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the roof, but firemen of six companies 
were able to prevent extension into the 
large brick three-story Keck Furniture 
Store. Had this become involved, the 
entire business area might have Bone. 
Firemen were handicapped by the 


near-zero weather. Spray from twelve 
hose lines formed a coat of ice over 
fire fighting equipment, and even fire- 


men themselves. 

The fixtures and stock of the phar- 
macy were. a total loss but much of the 
merchandise in the clothing store was 
saved. Five offices on the second floor of 
the pharmacy were also destroyed. Loss 
was not announced but was consider- 
able. Fire fighting operations were in 
charge of Watertown’s Fire Chief, 
Harry Schleuter. (Thanks, Chief Rod 
A. Porter.) 


New York Chiefs Hold 
Mid-Winter Meeting 
The mid-winter meeting of the New 
York State lire Chiefs’ Association was 
held February 11 at the Wellington 
Hotel in Albany, N. Y. At this meeting 
a resolution was adopted approving 
Governor Thomas E. Dewey’s training 
program under the executive branch of 
the state government and rescinding the 
Association’s former approval of such 
training under the division of Education. 
A communication was sent to the Gover- 
nor containing the Association's en- 
dorsement of the plans for the proposed 
state firemen’s training and education. 
The 1947 convention of the Associa- 
tion will be held in Rochester, N. Y., 
on June 9, 10 and 11. 


Graduate Courses in 
Fire Protection 


Graduate courses leading to master of 
science and doctor of philosophy de- 
grees—including one on fire protection 
engineering—are offered at Illinois In- 
stitute of Technology, Chicago, Ill. The 


term begins September 22, 1947, Par- 
ticulars may be secured from the Dean 
of the Graduate School, Illinois Insti- 
tute of Technology, 3300 Federal 


Street, Chicago 16, 





Watertown, Wis., Firemen Fight Threatening Near-Zero Blaze 


The Tetzloff Pharmacy fully involved and fire communicating to the adjoining Ker 


at about time of arrival 


Clothing Store 


of out-of-town-firemen. 
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DATES ANNOUNCED FOR PRESIDENT'S 
FIRE PREVENTION CONFERENCE 


To Be Held in Washington on May 
6-8; Attendance of 2,000 Expected 


Fx. ED with an average 


of 10,000 deaths from fire, 


assistant general manager of the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters, has 


annual toll 
together with 


property loss which exceeded $560,000,- been named Executive Director. : 

000 in 1946, President Truman is spon “The fire toll has been rising since 
soring a nation-wide effort to cope with 1934, and 1946 was the most destructive 
the fire menace year in our recent history with a prop- 


The President’s Conference on Fire erty loss of $561,487,000” said General 
Prevention is now past the formative Fleming. This was 23 per cent greater 
stage and a volunteer staff is at work than in 1945. December, 1946, showed 
preparing for the meeting, which will be the heaviest fire loss for any single 
held May 6-8 in the Departmental Audi- month in the last 16 years, $58,094,000. 
torium in Washington This unnecessary, appalling waste of 

Representatives of municipal and_ lives and property can be reduced by an 
State governments, Federal agencies, all-out nation-wide effort. 
and of non-official organizations with a A staff under Commissioner Reynolds’ 
basic interest in fire prevention have direction, with offices in the Federal 
been organized into a coordinating com- Works Agency Building, will handle 
mittee to draft an agenda for the Con- details relating to the Conference. In- 
ference and to appoint committees vitations will be sent to governors, 
which will prepare recommendations to mayors and city managers, State fire 
be submitted to the Conference as a marshals and municipal fire chiefs, and 
whole law enforcement officials, and to repre- 

Especially because of his past experi- sentatives of non- official organizations 
ence as Chairman of the President’s working in the fire prevention field. 
Highway Safety Conference, held last Committees will be appointed to make 
May, President Truman has appointed advance studies of special aspects of the 
Major General Philip B. Fleming, Fed- fire prevention problem, including en- 
eral Works Administrator and Admin- forcement, law revision, building codes, 
istrator of the Office of Temporary inspection, firefighting services, educa- 
Controls, to be General Chairman of the tion and publicity, and to draft recom- 
fire prevention conference W E. mendations for the Conference, General 
Reynolds, Commissioner of Public Fleming said. 

Suildings, Federal Works Agency, has More than 2,000 delegates are ex- 
pected to attend the Conference, rep- 
resenting Federal departments, State, 


been named Chairman of the Coordinat 
ing Committee and A, 


Bielaski, 


Bruce 





FWA Photo 
Coordinating Committee Calls on President Truman 

The Coordinating Committee of the President’s Conference on Fire Prevention, at the White House 
Top row (left to right): Ned H. Dearborn, president, National Safety Council; Guy T. Warfield, Jr., 
president, National Association Insurance Agents; Lewis A. Vincent, National Board of Fire 
Underwriters; Hubert R. Gallagher, associate director, Council of State Governments; Robert E 
Dineen, president, National Association of Insurance Commissioners; A. V. Gruhn, general manager 
American Mutual Alliance; Ernest B. Brown, Associated Reciprocal Exchanges; Frank N. Whiston, 
National Association of Building Owners and Managers; Commissioner W. E. Reynolds, Public 
Buildings Administration, committee chairman; W. E. Mallalieu, general manager, National Board of 
Fire Underwriters; H. E. Hilton, Chamber of Commerce of the U. S.; James R. Edmunds, Jr., presi- 
dent, American Institute Architects; Paul Betters, executive secretary, United States Conference 

of Mayors; A. Bruce Bielaski, executive director of the Conference : 
Front row: Earl D. Mallery, executive director, The American Municipal Association ; Charles A. 
Delaney, president, International Association of Fire Chiefs; James H. Mooney, president, Building 
Officials’ Conference of America R. E. Wilson Associated Factory Mutual Insurance Companies; Hal 
Colling, managing-secretary Pacifie C ist Building Officials Conference ; the President; George T 
Richardson, International Association of Fire Fighters; Frank A, Christensen, president, National 
Board Fire Underwriters; James L. Madden vice president, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.; Hovey 
I. Freeman, president, Manufacturers Mutual Fire Insurance Co.; Percy Bugbee, general manager, 
National Fire Protection Associa 
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county and municipal governments and 
business and civic organizations with a 
basic interest in the fire prevention 
problem. 

The Conference will be in session for 
three days during which, it is hoped, a 
cordinated program will be formulated 
that will revitalize the national effort 
to reduce death and financial loss from 
fire. 

Members of the Coordinating Com- 
mittee appointed to draft plans and 
policies for the Conference met with 
President Truman at The White House 
on January 28, 1947, for a preliminary 
discussion. 

Conference headquarters is located at 
Room 7006, Federai Works Building, 


Washington 25, D. C. 
Objectives 


The Coordinating Committee at its 
meeting on January 28, 1947, adopted 
the following: 

The objectives of the Conference are 
to emphasize to the public the ever- 
present danger of fire to human life and 
material resources and to intensify the 
work of fire safety in every community. 

Essential to the accomplishment of 
such objectives are: 

1. Universal acceptance by the high- 
est officials of the States and municipal- 
ities of their direct responsibility for 
fire safety. The acceptance of the same 
principle by Federal executives charged 
with the responsibility for Federal 
properties is requisite. 

2. Public support from all possible 
sources behind such officials in accom- 
plishing the enactment and enforcement 
of adequate laws and ordinances for fire 
prevention and fire protection. 


Scope of Committees 


Statements of scope of activities for 
the six committees of the Conference, as 
approved by the Coordinating Commit- 
tee at its meeting on January 28, 1947, 
are as follows: 
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, 
PROTECTION 

To study and recommend action rela- 
tive to (a) building codes and the reg- 
ulation of building operations, including 
such safety devices as seem warranted 
in places of public assembly, abode or 
employment, (b) administration of fire 
safety regulations, and (c) the financing 
of necessary structural improvements by 
owners and managers of properties. 
Fire PrEvVENTION EpUCATION 

To explore ways and means of (a) 
intensifying and enlarging educational 
aides for elementary and _ secondary 
schools, colleges and universities, in- 
cluding extension courses and teacher 
education institutions, and to develop 
wider uses of such educational aides, (b) 
stimulating students’ interest in the 
work of local officials in the field of fire 
prevention and fire protection, and (c) 
increasing the sense of responsibility of 
local officials for safety to life in institu- 
tions under their control. 

THe Fire-FiGHTING SERVICES 

To analyze the present situation as to 
the adequacy of fire-fighting facilities 
and: personnel, and to make recommen- 
dations for needed improvement; to 
appraise the present facilities for train- 
ing, to recommend means of improving 
and augmenting such facilities, and to 
stress the necessity of modern organized 
training of all fire department person- 
nel; to evaluate the fire prevention work 

(Continued on page 189) 
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HEAVY LOSS IN MYSTERIOUS 


BALTIMORE 


MERCANTILE FIRE 


Entire Fifth Floor of Large Department 
Store Gutted in Nine Alarm Blaze 


: A Staff Report 


Editor’s Note: This account of the 
fire in the May Department Store, 
Baltimore, has been prepared from 
preliminary reports only and is there- 
fore inconclusive, particularly as regards 
the origin, over which there is at present 
a difference of opinion between the fire 
department and store employees. 


F ire, described by Baltimore firemen 
as one of the most spe ctacular since the 
Great Fire of 1904, swept the entire 
fifth floor of that city’s large May Com- 


pany store in the heart of the city’s 
shopping and theatre district, early the 
night of February 23, causing extensive 


smoke and water damage to the remain- 
ing seven floors and basement. Dam- 
age to the reinforced concrete structure 


and stocks is unofficially estimated at 
$500,000, not including the revenue lost 
through subsequent shutdown for re- 
pairs. 

The May Company is located at the 
southwest corner of Howard and Lex- 
ington streets and is one of the largest 


most modern department stores in the 
Baltimore area. In addition to the main 


building, fronting on Howard and Lex- 
ington streets, the store has an annex, 
connected at the fifth floor by a ramp. 
Construction and occupancy is similar 


to that of the majority of present day 
stores of this type. The building was 
protected by a modern wet sprinkler 


Main sprinkler 
was reported to be in the base- 
The fire department, according 
to Fire Chief Howard Travers, had re- 
ceived no notice of any shut down of 
the system, nevertheless, the fifth floor 
sprinklers are said to have failed to 
function and the system was found in- 
operative at other points, notably on the 
first floor, according to the fire depart- 
ment. 
Merchandise 
included 
coverings, 


system and standpipes. 
valve 
ment. 


stocks on the fifth floor 
curtains and drapes, floor 
rugs and linoleum, lamps, 
upholstered furniture and window 
shades. The executive offices of the 
store are also located on this floor and 
are said to have contained wooden and 


glass partitions. Street windows wer¢ 
large with unprotected glass. 
Origin Suspicious 

Although the report of the Fire In- 


vestigation Bureau, under Chief Thomas 
A. Heagerty, has not been released at 
this writing, these angles are being con- 
sidered: 

A report by a May Company em- 
ploye that there were two small fires 
in the store’s annex some time before 
the major blaze flared up in the main 
store building. 

2. A report by firemen that “flash 
fires” broke out in two widely separated 
sections of the fifth floor while they 
(firemen) were battling a blaze on the 


ramp connecting the annex and main 
building. 

3. The sprinkler system, including the 
standpipe, was inoperative after the 
second blaze started, according to Chief 
Howard Travers. 

Chief Travers is quoted as saying that 
four fire department hose lines were 
connected into the May Company stand- 
pipe. Despite the added pressure of 
these lines, supplementing the static 
pressure in the system, not only did the 
fifth floor sprinklers fail to operate but 
the first floor sprinklers were inopera- 
tive also, indicating that the system 
might have been turned off in the base- 
ment. 

There appears to be a conflict of 
opinion over just where the fire started. 
Fire department officials maintained 
there was no fire in the annex of the 
building, it all being confined to the 
fifth floor of the main building. 

A company employe reported to have 
been working 100 feet away at the time 
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the fire broke out, 
separate places 
Chief Travers, 


said it began in two 
in the fifth floor annex. 
however, is quoted as 
saying “there was no fire at all” in the 
annex of the May store. Press reports 
state that the fifth-floor annex was 
seemingly untouched by the flames and 
that aside from the water and dirt inci- 
dental to dragging hose lines in the 
area, there was no sign of charring in 
the annex except at the fire doors on the 
ramp joining the annex with the main 
building. 

An employe, Robert McNeil, reported 
that he was working in an office in the 
fifth floor annex about 6:30 the night 
of the fire. He said he smelled smoke 
and went out into the salesroom, walk- 
ing north toward the ramp connecting 
the annex with the main building. He 
reported there were two separate small 
fires, one on his left in the northwest 
corner of the annex in the mail room 
and the other on his right in the north- 
east corner of the annex in a wrapping 
room near the ramp. 

McNeil said both 
sprinklers in the 


fires had activated 
immediate area. He 
said firemen brought both these small 
fires quickly under control. At _ that 
time, he reported, he went to the lower 
floors in company with another employe 
to see if any water damage had been 
done beneath the floor. Finding none, 
he took the main elevator back to the 
fifth floor. This elevator is in the main 
building. Stepping out, McNeil saw that 


(Continued on page 190) 


Nine Alarm Assignment of Baltimore Firemen Fight May Store Fire 


Entire fifth floor of big department store was wrecked in fire of mysterious origin. 


Sprinkler system 


is reported to have failed. 
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COSTLY CONFLAGRATION CHECKED 
AT TACOMA MILLING PLANT FIRE 


Fire Forces, Handicapped by Lack of Fireboat 
and Other Drawbacks, Save Exposures 


A Staff Report 


Tuo SANDS of tons of flour 


wheat for the 
world wer 


and 
hungry persons of the 
destroyed, along with one ot 
oldest 


Tacoma’s industries, when the 


Centennial Flouring Mills of that city 
burned January 30, with estimated loss 
of $2,500,000 

Che spectacular four-hour fire, first 
report d at 7:58 A.M in the 100-foot 
tall Centennial elevator, made rapid 
headway, aided by a stiff, cold breeze; 
an inaccessible location, making access 
difficult for remen; insufficient water 
supply; a laid-up city fireboat and other 


] 


fateful handicaps to effective fire fight- 
ing. 

Che Centennial Milling Company 
plant is located on the west watertront 
of Tacoma, just north of the Stadium 
It was built in 1907 and since then has 
been several times enlarged \ new unit 


was under construction at the time of 
the fire There were over 400,000 
bushels of wheat and large quantities 
of flour in the plant, which included, 
besides the tall, wooden elevator, two 
large storage and shipping centers, and 
a new ‘fire resistive’ structure. Adjoin- 
ing the Centennial properties is the 
huge plant of the Sperry Flouring Mills. 


This was saved by valiant work of fire- 
men, aided by a last-ditch stand of the 
municipal fireboat which had to be 
towed to the scene, nevertheless did 


effective work, aided by a shipyard 
scow and a Coast Guard boat, working 


from the water side 

Che fire started, according to Moritz 
Milburn, president of the Centennial 
Company, when a_. starting switch 


A.M. 


advanced by 


blew up” at 7:58 
theories 


However, early 
members of the 





Tacoma Milling Plant Burns with $2,500,000 Loss 


Fire shown consuming elevator of Continental Flouring Mills about one hour after its start. Inaccessible 
location of plant and other adverse conditions handicapped fire fighters. 
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fire department were that it was caused 
by an explosion of an electric trans- 


former or was due to an overheated 
electric motor. 
The first alarm, at 7:58, brought 


downtown Tacoma companies and was 
followed eight minutes later by a second 
alarm and by additional calls, ultimately 
bringing twelve companies to the scene. 
At 8:03 A.M. all off-shift firemen were 
summoned as the shortage of manpower 
became apparent. 

Firemen, forced to work at two levels 

on the wind-swept waterside of the 
tall plant, and on the high bluffs behind 
it—were handicapped by the _ initial 
absence of the Tacoma fireboat which 
was laid up for repairs to propelling and 
pumping machinery at the outbreak of 
the fire, and by a misfortune that befell 
Engine 5, which responding on. the sec- 
alarm, became disabled while de- 


ond 
touring on Stadium way. 


City Insured Against Fireboat Failure 


The Tacoma fireboat, put in active 
service in October 1929, had never had 
a major overhaul in its nearly eighteen 
years. It was fate that the Safety Com- 
mission decided to make repairs to the 
extent of $20,000 just prior to the fire. 
During the period which the boat was to 
be out of commission, the city was 
protected by a $200,000 liability insur- 
ance policy. 

At 8:03 A.M., a 
through for the 
ate discovery that it was 
Subsequent radio messages, between 
the fire ground and fire headquarters, 
indicated further that the pumping en- 
gines could not be assembled before 
9:30 A.M. and that the craft would have 
to be towed by tug from its 11th street 
berth to the fire scene. 

Tacoma’s Fire Chief, C. J. Eisen- 
bacher, had made arrangements prior to 
the fire for standby service by the ship- 
yard’s fire scow, and this boat was 
pressed into service while efforts to 
make ready the pumping engines were 
redoubled. The fireboat, towed to the 
scene by a tug nevertheless was able to 
help prevent extension of the fire to the 
Sperry plant, using its four-inch monitor 
nozzle and most of its 6500 G.P.M. 
pumping capacity. 

None of the more than 200 employes 
of the plant suffered injury although 
two were at first reported trapped in the 
structure. Many mill and dock work- 
men aided the firefighters with hose- 
lines. Early in the fire two pumpers 
were dispatched from Fort Lewis by 
Fire Chief Horace Dawson to aid the 
Tacoma forces. At the height of the 
blaze, 156 city firemen were reported in 
action. 

All train traffic past the point was 
halted, necessitating rerouting of three 
main rail lines, at 8:15 A.M. Hose lines 
were run over the tracks and roadways 
for blocks in both directions at the hill- 
side and waterfront localities of the 
plant. Shortly before 9:00 A.M., two 
explosions in the uper part of the mill 
shot smoke and flames skyward and 
firemen were deployed to guard against 
landward extension of the blaze. 


radio call 
fireboat, with 


was put 
immedi- 
immobile. 


Radio a Boon 


According to reports, the fire con- 
clusively demonstrated the value of 
radio communications in the fire service. 
Using the department's two-way radio, 
Chief Eisenbachear was able to dispatch 
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Tacoma Firemen Fight to Save Exposed Sperry Mill 


Fire destroying the Continental Flouring Mill on 


Tacoma’s waterfront, scorches exposed Sperry plant, 
which firemen wet down from land side. 


City’s fireboat, towed to scene, arrived in time to help save 
Sperry property. 


orders to fire 
cliffs and 
many fire 


arrival of the 
into effective 


hasten the 
bring it 


him also to 
fireboat, and 
operation. 


officers and men on the 
direct the movements of the 
department units. It enabled 


MANY FIREMEN INJURED IN 
STUBBORN SAN FRANCISCO FIRE 


Nearly Half of City Fire Services Mobi- 
lized in Three-Hour Downtown Struggle 


By Bob Greenock 


San FRANCISCO’S most stubborn 
fire in many years roared through the 
three-story Hansford Building at 268 
Market Street shortly after noon on 
Sunday, January 5, injurine forty-six 
firemen and two civilians. 

The fire, which raged for more than 
three hours in the wooden interior of 
the building which occupied most of the 
triangular block bounded by Market, 
California and Davis Streets, necessi- 
tated five alarms and numerous special 
calls including two for engine com- 
panies, 

Apparatus working at the fire under 
direction of Chief Engineer Albert J. 
Sullivan included 30 engine companies, 
nine trucks, two light wagons, two wa- 
ter towers, a fuel wagon, the rescue 
squad, a newly created utility squad, 
several high pressure “battery” com- 
panies, the salvage corps and others. 

It was the first time since December 
22, 1937 when fire roared through Stand- 
ard Oil properties that the city had seen 
such a concentration of fire apparatus. 

Firemen were handicapped by a high 
wind and unusually cold weather—the 
thermometer showed 36 degrees. The 
wind whipped through the three sides 
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of the burning structure. An air shaft 
in the center of the building acted as a 
flue and the fire, which apparently start- 
ed in the basement of a printing shop 
mushroomed rapidly. In addition, the 
windy gusts whipped the heavy, black 
smoke back down into Market Street 
endangering firemen and newly arriving 
apparatus. 

The ground floor of the building was 
occupied by a number of small stores 
and the second and third floors had just 


been remodeled reportedly in prepara- 
tion for accupancy by the Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company. 

Damage was estimated at more than 


$200,000 by fire 

Immediate investigation 
the fire brought no determination of its 
exact origin. Arson was suspected but 
a thorough check revealed no clues. 

The fire was discovered simultane- 
ously by an employe of one of the 
building’s tenants and by a member of 
the Fire Department’s arson squad who 
Was returning to headquarters from an- 
other fire at 240 Drumm Street. Passing 
by in his official car, he noticed smoke 
seeping from a sidewalk elevator. He 
drove to the nearest firebox just as the 
employe rushed from the building and 
pulled the box, 2125 at Beale and Mar- 
ket Streets. That was at 12:30 p.m. and 
a minute later a passerby pulled Box 
1113 at Market and Drumm. 

Other alarms and special calls were: 
12:33, second alarm Box 2125: 12:37, 
third alarm Box 2125; 12:38, special call 
Utility Squad; 12:47, fourth alarm Box 
2125; 1:00, special call, Water Towers 
1 and 2; 1:01, special call for 5 engines; 
to Box 2125; 1:06, fifth alarm Box 2125; 
1:28, Box 2816 at 27 Main Street (a man 
was arrested for pulling this box which 
was within a short distance of the fire); 
1:43, special call for three engines to Box 
2116 at Main and Mission Streets (the 
object was to get additional companies 
to the Market Street side of the fire); 
2:04, special call for the fuel wagon; 
2:11, Signal 10-3. (The 10-3 automatical- 
ly recalls the off-shift and puts into ef- 
fect the 10-2 and 10-1. The 10-2 reduces 
alarm responses and the 10-1 halts all 
details.) 2:41, special call for two trucks 


(Continued on page 190) 


officials. 
into cause ot 





Scene at Height of San Francisco Fire 
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Amphibious Fire Engine 


An amphibian tractor fire 
first of its kind in the country, 
ing with signal success from 


engine, the 
is operat- 
Rincon 


station of the United States Forest Ser- 
vice in «. Gabriel Canyon, outside Los 
Angeles, California. The tractor, called 
‘The We wel” because of its maneuver- 
ing ability through rugged country, over 
i ; 

brush and rocky stream beds, is so suc- 
cessful that its introduction, for South- 


ern California fire fighting, is attracting 
wide interest 

The Weasel” is a converted Army 
M-29 amphibious twin track cargo 
carrier, adapted for fire-fighting by the 
ingenuity of Ira C. Funk, supervisor of 
the Arcadia Fire Control District of 
the | S. Fire Service \dded equip- 
ment includes a pump that delivers 60 
gallons a minute and a supply of 1%- 
inch hose \ portable pump, axes, 
shovels and other equipment are stowed 
aboard the tractor that carries three 
men comfortably, and can handle three 
more men in emergency. 

The tractor looks like a big jeep on 
land and like a boat in water. Its mov- 
ing steel treads propel it at four knots 
in water, and at 36 miles an hour overt 
roads or flat ground. With its rugged 
drive it can travel like a bull-dozer up 
steep rough country, and over dense 
brush. It is useful for blazing fire trails 
and for quick transportation of men 
through country 

In evaluation of his invention, Ira C 
Funk predicts that it will prove invalu 


fighting; already it is 
preventive work. 
torest supervisor 
alifornia, foresees 
Weasel, to prevent 
spreading through muddy 
ground, lake-edges, or else- 
where passage 
is difficult or impossible 
going for the amphib- 


able in forest fire 
functioning for fire 
Ed A. Grant, Federal 
aide in Southern 

limitless uses for the 
flames from 
or swampy 

where in sections 
for fire-fighters, 
although it’s easy 


tractor pioneered for swamp and jungle 
before its 
fighting 


civilian 
KITTE 


conversion 
TURMELI 


wartare, 
for hre 






atoot, 


Western Chiefs Die in Action 


Che months of December and January 
recorded the loss of an assistant chief, 
a battalion chief and the injuries to sev- 


eral other firemen in fires, or the 
response to alarms. 

A New Year’s Eve fire in the chem- 
istry building on the University of 


Berkeley, Calif., 
Assistant Chief 
Berkeley Fire 

credited by the 

phosgene poisoning, the 
report of the autopsy surgeon states 
that Chief Strange actually died from 
acute dilation of the heart, due to carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

According to Frre ENGINEERING’s cor- 
respondents, Don Matthews, and Fire 
hief Wm. Meinheit of Berkeley, no 


California campus in 
resulted in the death of 
Bert LeStrange of the 
Department. Although 


press to gas 


phosgene or any other chemical gases 
were involved in the fire and masks 
were not considered necessary. Chief 
Meinheit states that some fifteen or 
twenty other men worked in or on the 
premises along with Chief LeStrange 


but suffered no ill-effects. 
The fire was confined 

ft. laboratory Room 
wooden, stucco covered 
structure—one of the temporary build- 
ings left over from World War I. Chief 
lL.eStrange was a _ veteran of twenty- 
with the Berkeley 


to the 20 x 20 
No. 5 of the 


three-story 


seven years’ service 
Fire Department. 
[he worst of three traffic 
involving firemen occurred on the 
of January 2 when Engine 13 of the 
San Francisco Fire Department, a new 
American La France 1000 GPM pump- 
er, hit a chief’s car responding to the 
same alarm, killing Battalion Chief 
Patrick Duffy, of the 6th Battalion and 
seriously injuring his operator. 
Previous to this, on December 18, 
1946, Fire Chief Albert Sullivan’s car 
was involved in a collision with a pri- 
vate vehicle, which failed to heed the 
chief’s siren. The ambulance, taking the 
injured from this wreck (Chief Sullivan 


accidents 
night 


Right: 
"Weasel" 


Firemen at Rincon Lake 
Fire Fighter. 
Below: The Fire Fighting "Weasel" 
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was not badly hurt) in turn collided 
with another car. 

In Emeryville, Calif., an 
crashed into the side of an Emeryville 
truck responding to an alarm. One fire- 
man escaped injury by leaping to the 
fire truck driver's seat from his place on 
the running-board. 

On the afternoon of the following 
day, Engine 5 of the Oakland Fire 
Department (from Milton and Market 
Streets) collided with an “A” transbay 
electric train, two firemen being injured, 
neither seriously. 


automobile 


Fire Losses Continued Upward 
Trend 

Estimated fire losses in the United 

States continued their upward climb in 

January, with losses of $57,180,000, an 

increase of 14.8 percent over losses of 


$49,808,000 in the same month in 1946, 
it was announced by W. E. Mallalieu, 


general manager of the National Board 


of Fire Underwriters. January’s losses 
were only 1.6 percent lower than the 
record high losses of $58,094,000 in 


December, 1946, 

Waste by fire in the 12 months ending 
January 31, 1947 totalled $568,859,000, 
an increase of 23.5 percent over losses of 
$460,272,000 for the 12 months period 
ending January 31, 1946 

The nation’s fire losses are estimated 
on the basis of incurred losses reported 
to the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers by member fire insurance com- 
panies, plus an allowance for unreported 
and uninsured losses. 


Held as yn Leader 


John F. Roberts was sentenced to six 


to eight years in Massachusetts State 
Prison after pleading guilty to eleven 
incendiarism indictments. He was 


charged with being the leader of a teen- 
age arson gang. 


Demonstrate the Use of the 
Pump Has Capacity of 60 G. P.M. 
Moving Along at 35 M. P. H. 
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False Alarmer Caught “Blue” Handed 


The Hempstead, L. I., Fire Depart- 
ment likes to do things the scientific 
way. Therefore *when, last summer, 
they heard about the magic of certain 
fluorescent powders, and infra-red lamps 
for trapping false alarm fiends, they 
dusted the handles of the community’s 
fire alarm boxes and waited for their 
first culprit. 

The suspect came along, but they 
needed a bit of help from him in order 
to clinch their case. 

One night two boys saw a man turn 
in a fire alarm and then run away from 
the box. They reported the matter to 
police. An hour later, while officers 
were making out an official report, a 
man walked in and said he wanted to 
report a holdup, as well as the fact that 
he had been stabbed. 

Police were inclined to doubt him as 
they could find no stab marks, but he 
answered the description given by the 
boys as the “false-alarmer” 

The police summoned the firemen, 
who came hustling with their infra-red 
lamp, and sure enough, the suspect had 
a shiny blue palm. He was held on a 
false fire alarm charge. 

As readers of Frre ENGINEERING, have 
been told, certain powder, placed on fire 
alarm boxes so that ‘pullers’ get it on 
their hands or clothing,.although not 
discernible to the eye, may readily be 
picked up under certain infra-red rays. 
Once affixed, t':e powder stains will 
remain on hands or clothing for some 
time despite all washing. 

* 


Fire Captain Killed 

Captain Arthur Louis Dunn, 48, of the 
Niagara Falls Fire Department, died 
following a night fire at the Carborun- 


dum Company plant, that city, caused 
by paper in a large drier becoming 
jammed against a belt in a confined 


room. It is reported that fumes given 
off by an extinguishing agent used on 
the stubborn fire in the room where 
Captain Dunn and his men _ worked, 
affected the officer. Some hours later, 
the firefighter showed signs of illness 


and a physician ordered him to the 
hospital, where he died the following 
morning. 


Captain Dunn entered the department 
in February 1923 and was appointed 
captain in 1936. He was a World War 
I veteran and widely popular in local 
fire service circles. 

x * 


Orchids to Irma Rill 


The month’s orchids to ten-year-old 
Irma Rill of Bonnyville, Alberta, Can- 
ada, who is recovering at Bonnyville 


Hospital after a harrowing experience 
in which she was the heroine and nearly 
lost her legs. 

When fire threatened to engulf her 
parents’ remote farm home at La Corey, 
nine miles north of Bonneyville and 175 
miles northeast of Edmonton, Irma, 
with one bare foot and the other pro- 
tected only by a loose-fitting rubber, 
ran, walked and limped three miles 
through the snow to get help which 
saved the Rill home. 

Mrs. Rill, alone with her six children, 


ROI B. WOOLLEY 





while her husband was working in the 
bush, found a stovepipe red hot and the 
nearby wall smouldering. She knew she 
could not control the fire, nor dared 
she leave her younger children alone. 
So she sent Irma for help, one and one- 
half miles down the snowy road to the 
first neighbor, Nick Koziak. Irma, bare- 
footed in the home at the time, waited 
only to slip on rubbers, one of which 
she quickly lost. Reaching the Koziak 
home she called Mrs. Koziak who, with 
her brood of youngsters, hurried to join 
Mrs. Rill in her fight to save her house. 
3etween them, using snow and what 
water was available, they managed to 
extinguish the fire, after an hour’s fight. 
It was then that Irma’s plight was dis- 
covered. She was rushed to the hospital, 
where doctors and nurses labored to 
save her frostbitten feet—the latest re- 


ports being that they would win. 
(Thanks, Irving Johnson.) 
* * * 


Wierd Spectres Startle Spectators 


When burning grease in the kitchen 
of the Seaside Restaurant and Hotel, 
Ocean Grove, N. J., brought out three 
of the sewed s fire companies about 
7:00 P.M. on a Friday evening, spec- 
tators ae a bit surprised to see the 
vamps roll in on the apparatus wearing 
wigs and dressed in true Robin Hood 
fashion. 

The fire itself was doused with a 
booster line, although Fire Captain Au- 
gust Stoll and former Fire Chief War- 
ren Brown were burned on the hands, 
but the show put on by the firemen was 
something to behold, according to re- 
ports. 

The touch of Hollywood and Broad- 
way, it was explained, was due to the 
fact that the firemen were en route to 
a special Auditorium Ushers’ associa- 
tion entertainment at the Ocean Grove 
Auditorium when the alarm was sound- 
ed and did not pause to doff wigs, color- 
fully painted faces and Robin-Hood-like 


costumes in their response. (Thanks, 
William Schwartz.) 
* K * 
You Just Can't Please ‘Em All! 
The Los Angeles Fire Department 


will tell you it takes all kinds of people 
to make a world, and there’s no pleasing 
all of ’em. The evidence in question 
comes from clipper Dale Magee, L. A. 
Fire Fan, and is about the members of 
a certain L.A.F.D. company who re- 
sponded to an alarm and quickly and 
efficiently extinguished a blaze before 
it did much damage, using only a boost- 
er-tank o’ water on the job. 

Afterwards, the crew did a grand job 
of overhauling and salvage, during 
which they cleaned up the mess, and 
left everything shipshape. Before head- 
ing back to quarters, however, they re- 
filled their booster tank from the lawn 
faucet. 

Just as they were about to shove off, 
the owner of the place appeared. “Just 
a minute, captain,” he said severely, 
“who is going to pay for the water you 
took!” 

The captain was nonplussed, taken 
aback, chagrined and what-have-you. 
He figured his boys had done a swell 


* township, Md., 
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job, keeping the man’s house from burn- 
ing down, with least possible loss from 


water as well as fire. This was a new 
species of ingratitude, to him. He pon- 
dered the question then burst out— 


“Just send the city a bill’—and climbed 
aboard his truck. 
* * * 


Ladders Needed on Grass Fire!! 


One for the books, says L. W. Camp- 
bell, New Castle, Pa., in describing the 
operations of Engine 5 of the local de- 
partment at a grass fire, where the crew 
used a 28 ft. ladder and “scaler” (roof- 
ing ladder) in the process. Seems that 
the fire was in the storage yard of a 
plumbing supply company which was 
enclosed by a high wire fence with 
barbed-wire on the top. It being noon, 
all employees were out to lunch and as 
the gates were locked, the ladders were 
the only means of reaching the fire. 

OK *K x 


False Alarm? or Who's Chasing Who 


Several of the faithful shot in the 
odd item from Boise, Idaho, about the 
guy with the “hot” car, playing hide- 
and-seek with the ~ fire department. 

Seems that a fire alarm box was 
pulled in the heart of the downtown 
business district and the Brothers rolled 
out all their high-hazard-area equip- 
ment. An automobile had caught fire, 
and a pedestrian pulled the box. So far 
so good. 

But the motorist, whether from fright 
or impatience, headed his car for the 
fire station. As he pulled up in front 
three fire trucks almost ran him down. 
Whereupon the anguished motorist 
turned around and followed the fire en- 
gines back to the business district. 
Firemen, finding no fire at the box loca- 
tion, headed back to their station, with- 
out a “tumble” for the motorist. 

Oh well, anyway—by that time the 
frightened car driver had found that the 
fire in his car had blown itself out— 
and so he went on his way, while the 
Brothers chalked up another “unneces- 
sary alarm.” 

* 


Hot Off the Tape 


Bob Neely, fireman of Columbia, 
S. C., is still being kidded by the Broth- 
ers because he hadda race with the 
company to a fire in his own home, 
caused by an electric iron, which his 
better half had gone off and left heating. 
(Thanks, I. J.). When Fire Mar- 
shal Edward Kusmaul of Pennsauken 
complained and com- 
plained about no-parking violations that 
constituted a fire hazard, the police got 
busy and 100 summonses were handed 
out in a single area in the township 
business district. Under Illinois 
law, minimum pay for firemen is $175 
per month. When six Belleville firemen 
found their promotion to captains car- 
ried no pay increase they asked to be 
restored to the ranks. (Thanks, W. A. 
McDonnell)... . A mobile first-aid unit 
was given to the New Haven Fire De- 
partment, Chief Paul Heinz, by the 
Sixth Battalion, Connecticut State 
Guard. Fireman Leo Podeswa, a 
member of the Yonkers, N. Y., Fire 
Department, died from smoke narcosis 
and after effects, following a small fire 
in a basement of a six-story tenement 
of that city that caused damage of less 
than $200. Captain Salvatore Pierro, 
who was also overcome and was treated 
for smoke poisoning, recovered later at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital. 
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COLLECTING FEES FOR PERMITS 


"Tue discussion in this round Table 
is a continuation of that which ap- 
peared in the February issue of 
Fire ENGINEERING on collecting fees 
for permits. 

The general response from our 
readers makes it necessary to carry 
the discussion over to this issue. 

Readers are invited to send in their 
comments on this subject. Address 
communication to Round Table Edi- 
tor, Fire ENGINEERING, 24 West 
40th Street, New York, N. Y. 


Discussion of the Topic 
W.H. Hazell, Chief, Hutchinson, Kans.: 


We do not collect money due for 
various permits. This work is done 
by the City Clerk. 

We are not experiencing any such 
income for our department. However, 


it may present another idea for in- 
come. I feel that all city revenue 
should be collected by the chief 
finance officer, city clerk or other 


finance officers. If firemen do the col- 
lecting, there is apt to be unlimited 
and unnecessary comment that will 
not do the department any good. As 
it is, they are glad to see us when we 
are needed, so let’s keep them that 
way. Fire departments are having 
enough trouble trying to sell the pub- 
lic on the hidden value of the depart- 
ment without further complicating 
our system 

William C. Frodsham, Chief, Hacken- 
sack, N. J.: Members of this depart- 
ment do collect money for the issuing 
of permits. 

I have no objection to this method. 
Applications for permits are made to 
the Fire Chief. He makes inspection 
and determines condition of premises 
for which license is sought, violations 
present, and the need for changes or 
equipment to meet his requirements. 
Since garages and the storage of fuel 
oil and explosives are hazards with 
which the fire department is directly 
concerned, opportunity given through 
the collection of permit fees for per- 
sonal inspection by firemen is a dis- 
tinct advantage which enables more 
intelligent operation should the need 
develop at a later date. 

Most people feel that the firemen’s 
salary is sufficient compensation for 
the regular fire department work that 
he is called on to do while on duty. 

Stanley Herdzik, Chief, Dearborn, 
Mich.: The Building Department 


collects fees for permits in this city. 

I object to firemen collecting them 
because it. would be necessary to take 
much needed manpower from the fire 


James Doyle, 


E. P. Feaster, 


fighting division and assign them to 
this work. 

In our city, the Building Depart- 
ment notifies us of all requests for 
flammable liquid and explosive per- 
mits. This type of permit is not is- 
sued until approved by the Fire De- 
partment. 

Permits for garages, places of pub- 
lic assembly or multiple dwellings are 
not issued until the plans for same are 
approved by the Fire Department. 


W. E. Dunleavy, Chief, Belleville, N. J.: 


All permits for oil burners, gasoline 
storage and such combustibles are is- 
sued by the Building Inspector, sub- 
ject to the approval of the Fire De- 
partment. Fees are collected by the 


tax collector who handles all cash 
transactions for the town. 
I believe that one person should 


have the responsibility of handling all 
cash, and that the Fire Department 
shouldn’t be burdened with money 
collections for the town. 
Chief, Auburn, N. Y.: 
The City Clerk handles all license col- 
lections and the issuance of permits. 
The fire department is not and 
should not be a collection agency. 


W. P. Dean, Chief, Fort Smith, Ark.: 


The various city inspectors issue per- 
mits and collect for same. 

In our particular case we do not 
have sufficient manpower to do other 
than fire prevention and extinguish- 
ment work. 


Frank Pulaski, Chief, Boise, Ida.: The 


job of collecting fees is done by the 
City Clerk here in Boise. 

The Fire Department is a division 
of the city government concerned 
with protecting life and property and 
should confine their work to this end. 
It should not be a collecting agency. 
Chief, Lincoln, Neb.: 
Members of the Lincoln, Neb., Fire 
Department do not collect fees for 
permits such as garage, fuel oil, ex- 
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HERE IS THE QUESTION 


1. Do members of your Fire De- 
partment collect money due for 
various permits, such as garage, 
fuel oil, explosives, etc.? 

If not, by whom is collecting 
done? 

What do you feel to be the prin- 
cipal objections to having this 
work done by firemen? Or, what 
are the principal benefits of such 
a plan? 








FIRE ENGINEERING 


plosives, etc. All such fees are col- 
lected by the City Treasurer. 

My objections to having this work 
done by firemen is that the money 
collected would have to be turned 
over to the City Treasurer, and I can 
see no reason why this transaction 
should be done twice. 

Z. F. Drouin, Chief Engineer, Lewiston, 
Me.: In this city we have two inspec- 
tors that look after the issuing of 
permits such as mentioned in the dis- 
cussion. Our regular Superintendent 
of Fire Alarm is in charge of all elec- 
trical wiring inspections. He receives 
a normal fee from such inspections. 

Under the supervision of the 
Bureau of Public Safety, we have a 
part-time building inspector, whose 
duties are to inspect all new construc- 
tion and alterations from which he 
also receives a normal fee. 

Fees are collected at the time of the 
issuing of permits. 

I am not in favor of the fire depart- 
ment collecting fees as members of 
that department are hired to fight fires 
or to prevent them. When part-time 
employment is given to members of 
the fire department working in con- 
junction with their regular duties, 
their regular duties become secondary, 
especially where money is involved. 

It is my opinion that all fees should 
be returned to the city. A city of 38,- 
975 population could and should sup- 
port two regular members with elec- 
trical and building experience to form 
a fire prevention bureau. Their 
salaries should be the equivalent of a 
lieutenant or captain of the fire de- 
partment. Under such a program the 
work would be well done. The safety 
of the citizens would be the main 
object of the issuing of permits, and 
not the fees. 

J. C. Sievert, Chief, Tucson, Ariz.: All 
fees are collected by the city License 
Sureau, under the Buildings Depart- 
ment. The only benefit for the Fire 
Department would be that we would 
have a complete, up-to-date record of 
all installations. 

E. L. Crouse, Chief, Huntington, W. 
Va.: The City Engineer issues per- 
mits in Huntington, but there is no 
fee. 

I am of the opinion that if the Fire 
Department issued permits, we would 
have a better knowledge of the haz- 
ards involved. 

Below is our law on_ explosives 
which might prove of interest to 
readers of Fire ENGINEERING: 

Section 8; Chapter 33. 

To prevent injury or annoyance to 
the persons and property of citizens 
of the city from anything dangerous, 
offensive or unwholesome, it shall be 
unlawful for any person to have in 
his possession, or to keep or allow to 
be kept, or to use in any manner any 
high explosives within the corporate 
limits of the city, without the permit 
hereinafter required. 

Section 9. High Explosives Defined. 

The term high explosives as used 
in this article shall include and mean 
any form of blasting powders, dyna- 
mite, dynamite caps, T.N.T., gun- 
cotton or any other form of substance 
or material commonly known oF 
called high explosives and used for 
blasting and other purposes for which 
high explosives are commonly used. 

Section 10. Application for permit 
to store or use high explosives; in- 
vestigation. 
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Any person desiring to store, have 
or use high explosives shall first make 
application to the city engineer for a 
permit to do so, and it shall be the 
duty of the city engineer, before issu- 
ing each permit, to thoroughly investi- 
gate all such applications, to notify 
the mayor and the chief of police, 
giving the name of the applicant and 
the location where the high explosives 
are to be stored, kept or used, and to 
limit, at his discretion, the storage ane 
use of such explosives as may be nec- 
essary to safeguard the lives and 
property rights of the public. 
~ Section 11. Bond before issuance of 
permit to store or use high explosive; 
directions of blasting operations. 

Before issuing any permit to store, 
have or use high explosives, the city 
engineer shall require the applicant to 
file a security bond in the sum ol 
$5,000.00 with the surety thereon to 
be an approved surety company li- 
censed to do business in the city, 
which said bond shall save the city 
harmless from any damage to life or 
property that may arise from the use 
of such explosives, and the city en- 
gineer shall further require that all 
blastings operations shall be directed 
by skilled operatives who have com- 
plied with the laws of West Virginia 
governing the use of explosives. 

L. Geisler, Chief, Johnson City, Tenn.: 

All money for permits such as garage, 

fuel oil, explosives, etc., are collected 

by the Recorder and the Treasurer. 

“I do not believe firemen should do 
this work. I feel that they should 
spend their spare time in inspection 
work or in a course of study so that 
they may improve themselves and be 
better qualified for their work. 

Ludie Croom, Chief, Wilmington, 
N. C.: The Building Inspector issues 
and collects for permits in this city. 

I do not feel that the average fire 
man has sufficient experience or edu 
cation to issue permits without jeop- 
ardizing public safety. 

E, J. Ryan, Chief, Aurora, Ill: The 
City Treasurer’s Office issues permits 
in Aurora. I do not believe that the 
work should be done by firemen. 

H. P. Constantine, Chief, Bangor, Me.: 
The Vire Chief checks permits of ga- 
rages, fuel oil and explosives. lo re- 
new permits the person must go to 
the offices of the City Clerk who col- 
lects all fees for the city. 

In my opinion, firemen should not 
collect any money. That is not what 
they have been hired to do. It is a 
fireman’s job to check such places in 
order that he might know the differ 
ent types ot construction, ete. tle 
should know the location of explosives 
and how they are stored. 


Stanley W. Doughty, Chief, McKees- 


— 


port, Pa.: The Fire Department col- 
lects no fees. This is done by the 
Building Inspector. I feel that this 


job would be an unnecessary function 
of the Fire Department. 
* * * 


The following is in answer to a previous 
round table on the use of fire police. 


G. L. Nalley, Chief, Little Rock, Ark.: 
We have the full cooperation of the 
local municipal police department who 
respond to all general alarms. The 
force present at such fires in the busi- 

area consists of from two to 
regular squad cars patrolling 

such district, such traffic cars assigned 


ness 


three 








HERE IS THE QUESTION FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE 


1. Have you experienced any cases of 
fire setting by juveniles during the 
past year? 

2. How many fires are believed to have 
occurred from this cause during 1946? 


3. Did any such fire develop into major 
ones? If so, what were estimated 
losses? 

4. What do you believe to be the basic 
cause of juvenile fire setting today? 

5. What suggestions would you make 


for correcting this dangerous develop- 
ment. 








hydrant one snowy night. 
from the car, which bore Indiana license 
The picture shows how the puzzle was solved 

P. S. This is the second case of this kind reported in as many months. 
the other. 


around it. 


to district and the lieutenant on patrol. 
Such patrolmen assigned to said dis- 
trict report also. 


C. G. Burnett, Chief, Ottawa, Ont.: 


Our department does not employ fire 
police. Police duty at fires is done by 
city policemen who respond on fire 
calls with prowler cars. 

All police stations have fire alarm 
signals and receive all fire calls, 


H. H. DuPriest, Jr., Chief, Lake City, 


Fla.: We do not use fire police as 
we have an organized police depart- 
ment. 

Where a community has no organ 
ized police department, I believe fire 
police would be very useful to the fire 
department in fire prevention work 
and watching for fires at night and 
reporting them to the fire department. 


W. C. Duncan, Chief, Carrollton, Ga.: 


We use 


police. 


both 
These 


city 
men 


fire 
partic 


police and 
would be 


Orville Igoa, Chief, Hazard, Ky.: 


71 


ularly helpful at night in watching for 

fires. 

Martin J. Hayden, Chief, Bridgeport, 
Conn.; There are no fire police in 
Bridgeport. The regular police force 
works the same as in most cities. The 
fire chief here is in charge at all fires. 
The police carry out his orders. 


George Sinclair, Chief, Toronto, Ont.: 


Your inquiry regarding “Fire Police” 
interested me, inasmuch as the ex- 
pression is not used by us. It oc- 
curred to me that you might be inter- 
ested in our fire prevention set-up. 

Our Fire Prevention Bureau is in 
charge of a district chief (comparable 
to your battalion chief). He is located 
at my headquarters and receives all 
complaints and carries out investiga- 
tions and acts as liaison officer with 
our Buildings and Property Depart- 
ments, 

The city is divided into districts 
with an experienced fireman assigned 
to each as an inspector. The man 
chosen for this job is a picked man. 
In addition, we have a man detailed 
to the Fire Marshal’s Office (Pro- 
vincial Government). He is one of a 
team that investigates suspected 
criminal fires. The other member of 
the team is from the police depart- 
ment. This deputy fire marshal in- 
vestigates and determines the cause 
of the fire—the police representative 
investigates the criminal end of it. 

in addition, we supply men, where 
requested, at public gatherings of all 


kinds, such as race meets, hockey 
games, etc. | imagine that this latter 
group is the one which you term 


“Fire Police’. ‘ 

I feel that this group performs a 
very important service and creates a 
feeling of confidence amongst specta- 
tors 
We 
192) 


(Continued on page 








—And What Did the Judge Say to the Owner? 


In Chicago, an unidentified motorist made the mistake of parking his automobile in front of a fire 


Firemen, called upon to fight an apartment house fire across the street 
plates, were unable 


to move the machine or get their hose 


Los Angeles firemen had 

















IDEAS FOR THERMOMETER 
AND LIGHT 
Burke, 


Contributor F. J 
tion engineer, offers the following two 
ideas for consideration of our readers 

The first (Fig. II) has to do with the 


fire protec- 






application of a thermometer. In cold 
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weather, says Mr. 
operator and/or 
pump controls, 


sSurke, the pump 
engineer, while at the 
can tell at a quick look 
whether or not \” extinguishers 
are in danger of freezing; also be ad 
vised of the need for dumping booster 
tanks, if a small thermometer is fixed 
on the side of the engine above the 2! 
in. outlet 

Editor’s note Although we endorse 
the idea of having a thermometer handy, 
we're not so sure we agree with Mr. 
turke about setting this into the side 
of the pumper, where its installation 
may be difficult and it may be confused 
with tachometer or other instruments. 


class 


\s a matter of fact, does it really mat- 
ter where the thermometer is kept, as 
long as it will not be exposed to engine 
heat or other elements that might give 
the operator a false reading? 

The second idea (Fig. I) is a bit 
more complicated but appears to meet 
what we’ve always thought was a need, 
i.ec., a light at the tip of the fly of an 
aerial extension ladder. 

Mr. Burke says the gadget can be 
made from scrap material, and suggests 
using a 6-volt battery in a weatherproof 
case, which is located near the tip of 
the “sticks.” A lamp is affixed to two 12 
in. sections of rod on ball-type coupling 
or swivels, so that it mav be easily 
stowed out of the way, or extended, 
when desired to focus its beams in any 
direction. 

Such a light, claims Mr. Burke, would 
be a help in locating windows at night 
(spotting the “stick”), aiding men in 
climbing in and out in rescue work, and 
also for signalling the ground. His idea 
is that when the ladder is down the 
light may be so ‘folded’ that its rays 
can be used by the tillerman as an aid 
in backing the truck, and in working 
around it in maintenance or other oper- 
ations. 


ADD YOUR OWN WINDSHIELD 


An effective and unique rear wind- 
shield was installed on the Emergency 
Squad car of the Hamden, Conn., Fire 


Department, which deserves description. 
It is effective because it is practical, and 
it really works; it is unique, because it 
was designed and made by the depart- 
ment’s own master mechanic, Clement 
Wetmore, using salvaged auto parts. 


Most of the details may be drawn 
from the accompanying illustrations, 
but these facts, submitted by Mr. Wet- 
more, will be helpful to anyone who 
desires to apply the idea to his own 
department. p 

Says Mr. Wetmore: “To start with, 


the frames were from the doors of a 
Cadillac convertible coupe; the old glass 
was removed and two clamps to act as 
hinges were welded on each frame. To 
fill out the bottom (see illustrations), a 
4” piece of sheet of stock was welded 
into position. 


The side suports were constructed out 
of 4%” iron pipe, to the tops of which 
bolt heads were welded to form round 


ends, while at the bottoms inverted 
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“U”-shaped pieces were welded to act 
as clamps on the truck’s hand-rails. A 
center brace of %” pipe was added for 
rigidity. 

These parts were first buffed, plated 
and chromed, after which shatterproof 
glass was installed. 

In order to provide coverage for the 
space below the windshield leading to 
the platform carrying the 1%" hose, a 
green canvas “apron” or “curtain” was 
installed. This is held onto the bottom 
of the frame by a piece of half-round 
wood moulding with a few small bolts. 
The canvas makes the installation more 
flexible and improves the appearance. 
The center of the “apron” or “curtain” 
is held in place by miscellaneous eauip- 
ment, as illustrated. The upright sup- 
ports are reinforced by a brace attached 
to the rear upright truck post.” 

Master mechanic Wetmore says that 
the windshield was so designed with its 
“V” shape, in order to make it harmon- 
ize with the Diamond T Cab windshield 
of the truck. 


Emergency and rescue units, which 
normally answer more calls than other 
types of fire apparatus, rarely provide 
protection of this nature for those on 


the rear running board. For this reason, 
and because of the ease and economy 
with which the improvement can be in- 
stalled, we believe Mr. Wetmore’s con- 
tribution will be widely adopted. 

* * . 


STRAPS FOR SAFER RIDING 


From J. E. Quinn, Hamilton, Ont., 
comes a suggestion that rates mention. 
It has to do with safeguarding men rid- 
ing the rear-step of a pumper. He says: 

“Being a member of the Hamilton 
Fire Department I have followed your 
articles in Frre ENGINEERING and would 
like to add my suggestion for men rid- 
ing the rear of a pumper. 

“When the old rope on extension lad- 
ders is replaced with new, why not cut 
the old rope into short lengths, splicing 
a large enough eye in one end for an 
arm to go through and leaving enough 
rope to either tie into the cross bar or 
make another eye-splice around the bar 
so they (the rope handles) could easily 
be shoved to one side when working 
with the hose? The large eye could be 
kept round for easy access by threading 
through a short length of garden hose. 

“This idea, I believe, would make it 
easier for men to dress while the truck 
is in motion, with less chance of falling 
off.” 

Brother Quinn’s idea is a “homemade” 
adaptation of the “subway-straps” used 
on pumpers by the New York Fire De- 
partment. 
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Hugh McNair Joins Oren 


Hugh N. McNair has joined the Oren 
Manufacturing Company, Roanoke, Va., 
manufacturers of Oren fire apparatus, in 
a sales engineering capacity. 

Mr. McNair served in World War II 
in the Military Intelligence. In 1943 he 





Hugh N. McNair 


was transferred to the reserve, to take 
charge of fire protection and prevention 
of various plants of the General Aniline 
& Film Corporation. During the fol- 
lowing two years while connected with 
this firm, he was active in research into 
extinguishing agencies and methods, 
working with the Army and Navy on 
various fire protection developments. 

In 1946 Mr. McNair resigned to join 
the Pyrene Development Corp. in re- 
search and engineering development 
work, 

For some time Mr. McNair served as 
consultant in the municipal fire protec- 
tion field and also for large industrial 
interests, his duties taking him into 
many sections of the country. 

Mr. McNair is a member of the Inter- 
national Association of Fire Chiefs, 
Eastern Association of Fire Chiefs, Na- 
tional Fire Protection Association and 
is an honorary member of the Mon- 
mouth (N. J.) County Fire Chiefs As- 
sociation and the Middletown Township 
(N. J.) Fire Department. 

He will make his headquarters at 
Roanoke, Va., home of the Oren Com 
pany. 


Additions to 
General Detroit Line 


lwo new additions to The General 
Detroit Corp. and The General Pacific 
Corp. line of carbon dioxide fire extin- 
guishers are announced by E. A. War- 
ren, Vice President in Charge of Sales 
These are a 5-lb. and a »-lb. size, re- 
placing the 4-lb. and 2 Ib. CD Sno Fog 
carbon dioxide extinguishers, respec 
tively. 

The new products, Warren reports, 
are being marketed at the same price 
as were those they replace, the change 
affording purchasers 25% increased fire 
fighting effectiveness at no increase in 
price. 

_A complete range of sizes of CD Sno 
Fog extinguishers up to the 100-Ib. 
wheel unit is available. General also 
manufactures a wide variety of other 
types of fire extinguishers, including va- 
Porizing liquid, foam, soda-acid and 
pump type. 


Complete specifications of the new 
5-lb. and 2%-lb. CD Sno Fogs may be 
obtained by writing The General De- 
troit Corp., 2272 East Jefferson Ave., 
Detroit 7, Mich., or The General Pa- 
cific Corp., 1800 South Hooper St., Los 
Angeles <1, Calif. 





New Universal Automatic Plant 


Motor Company, 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, comes the an- 
nouncement of new control equipment 
for their two cylinder electric light plant. 
These controls are the fully automatic 
type so the power plant starts any time 
a load is placed on the line and con- 
tinues to operate until the last load is 
turned off. 


From Universal 


The new Universal Model 2500-BA is 
now offered with these new controls. 
Model 2500-BA _ provides 2000-2500 





Model 2500-BA 


watts, 115 volt, 
alternating 


single phase, 60 cycle, 
current, and it is powered 
by the Universal two cylinder, four 
cycle, water-cooled gasoline engine. 
The controls operate quietly, and the 
relays are of the quick-make, quick- 
break construction to give instantaneous 
action under all climatic conditions. 


Marbelite Takes la: Horni 
Traffic Signal 


Charles C. Lenz, President of the 
Marbelite Company, Inc., announces the 
purchase of the Traffic Signal Division 
of the Horni Signal Manufacturing Cor- 





Charles C. Lenz 


poration. The complete division was 
moved to their New York City and 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, plants. 

In November 1945, the Marbelite 
Company also acquired the Traffic Sig- 
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nal and Electrical Division of the Signal 
Service Corporation of Elizabeth and 
Irvington, New Jersey. With this new 

addition to the regular Marbelite traf- 
fic signal products, this company is now 
in a leading position to manufacture and 
furnish traffic signals and controllers of 
every type and specification. They will 
continue to manufacture the products of 
Horni and Signal Service as well as 
their own Marbelite signals and con- 


trollers. 
Mr. Lenz is also President of the 
Atlas Safety Equipment Company, Inc., 


an associate company which manufac- 
tures the Atlas Life Saving Net, widely 
known and used by fire departments. 





Arnold, Hoffman Appoints 


\rnold, Hoffman & Co., Ine. an- 
nounce appointments of the following 
distributors for ‘Drench,’ water additive 
used in fire fighting: 
New England Distributor: 
Motor Co., Middleboro, Mass. 

Florida-Georgia Distributor: South- 
east Engineering Co., Jacksonville, 
Fla. 


Eastern Pennsylvania-Delaware-Mary- 


Maxim 


land Distributor: James M. Castle 
& Co., Girard Warehouses, Phila- 
delphia 47, Penna. 

New Jersey Distributor: Approved 


‘ire Protection Co., Plainfield, N. J. 
According to William H. Parker, di- 
rector of the Arnold, Hoffman Fire Spe- 
cialties Division, demand for ‘Drench’ is 
increasing rapidly and the names of dis- 
tributors for the mid-west and west- 
coast areas will soon be announced. 


John O. Veit Jr. Becomes 
Treasurer of Braxmar, Inc. 


_ John O. Veit, Jr., recently returned 
from service in the U. S. Navy, has 
joined his father, John O. Veit, Presi- 











John O. Veit, Jr. 


dent of C. G. Braxmar Co., Inc., New 
York, well-known manufacturer of fire- 
men’s badges and emblems, as Treasur 
er of the Company. 


Laboratory for Research on Fluid 
Flow and Flow Engineering 


_ Derbyshire Machine & Tool Company, 
5260 Belfield Ave., Philadelphia 44, 
Penna. announces that its Mluid Flow 
Laboratory is now available to meet the 
need for testing, developing, and origi- 
nal research on fluid flow devices and 
flow engineering problems. 

In conjunction with the laboratory, 
which is equipped with steam, air and 


(Continued on page 192) 
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FALSE 


ALARMS 





He Wouldn't Make It 


An trritable old sportsman was 
aroused from his bed at 3 o’clock in the 
morning by the insistent ringing of his 
doorbell. On answering he found a 
seedy drunkard struggling hard to main 
tain his equilibrium. 

“What do you mean by 
up at this hour?” 


waking me 


PREACHER: In times of trial, what 
brings the greatest comfort? 
VOICE FROM BACK 

acquittal, 


ROW: An 


An old gentleman, some 75 years old, 
made this observation in a local grocery 
the other day: “I used to come in here, 
































“I'm Giving You a Break! You're to Stay on Duty Here for the Next Six Hours!" 


” 


“Ish yo’ Mr 

‘Yes, ves. What of it?” 

“Ish yo’ the gent what advertised for 
a partner to go lion huntin’ in Afr’ca?” 
os I’m the gentleman. What do 
you want to know about it?” 

“Nothin’, ’cept I just wanted to tell 
you that on no condishuns whatsoever 
will I go with you.” 


Smithers? 


res. 


Both Fly 
\ city court official, after explaining 
the history of the American flag to a 
group of aliens seeking citizenship 
papers, asked one of them: “Tell me, 
what flies over the city hall?” 


Che alien blinked a minute, and re- 
plied: ‘“Peejins.” 
Society Notes 
Speaker for next Thursday’s Rotary 


meeting will be John Dunphy who will 
talk on the latest developments in fer- 
tilizer. He is expected to deliver a fine 
speech as he is full of his subject. 

“Did you hear about the fellow who 
invented a device for looking through 
walls?” 

“No, I didn’t 

“A window.” 


What does he call it?” 


bringing my money in my pocketbook 
and carrying my groceries away in a 
basket. 

“Now,” he continued, “the process is 
reversed: 1 bring my money in a basket 
and carry my groceries in my pocket- 
book.” 

leaned against a_ bar 
stomach and moaning 


A Scotsman 
holding his 
piteously. 

“Sick?” asked a sympathetic stranger. 

“Verra sick. I’m afraid I’ve got 
yoors.” 

“What’s yoors?” 

The Scot immediately brightened. 

“Make it scotch and soda.” 


Dishonesty 


Rastus (throwing down four aces)— 
“There! I guess I win dis pot.” 
Sambo (angrily)—‘“Listen, Rastus. 
Play de game honest. If you got four 


aces you're cheating. I know what I 
dealt you.” 

She: Does the moon influence the 
tide? 


He: I don’t know, honey, but it sure 
influences the untied. 


Manners 


A mother and young son had gone 
down town on an afternoon shopping 
spree. The little boy and his mother 
were window shopping in front of a 
dentist’s showcase. The lad, pointing, 
said: “If I had to have false teeth, 
Mother, I’d like that set.” 

“Hush, William,” said his mother, 
“Haven’t I told you not to pick your 
teeth in public?” 
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CHIEF | [Peron in te Nowe 
vipment! Godwin New U. S. Fire Chief 
























David P. Godwin, mechanization ex- 
| pert, who developed the technique of 
parachuting fire fighters to combat 
forest fires, has been named head of the 
Forest Service Division of Fire Control. 
He succeeds Perry A. Thompson, re- 
cently appointed regional forester at 
San Francisco. 

During the last war, Mr. Godwin was 
Forest Service representative in the 
joint Army-Forest Service fire control 
program, in the aircraft warning service. 
He worked on plans for meeting the 
Japanese incendiary balloon hazard. 

Assistant Chief of the Division since 
1935, Mr. Godwin has concentrated his 
efforts during the past several years on 
the development of new fighting equip- 

' ment and peacetime cooperation with 
Patented i ~) . ; the military forces in testing helicopters 

' ‘ for fire fighting, heavy bombers and 
personnel for dropping water or chem- 
ical bombs on forest fires, and military 
aircraft and crews in fire suppression, 


Chief A. M. Jaeger Retires 


Albert M. Jaeger, Fire Chief of the 
Ecorse, Mich. Fire Department, has 
been placed on the inactive list, after 
| twenty-five years service, Chief ‘Jaeger 
joined the department in August 1913, 
as a volunteer, and in 1921 when a fully 
paid department was formed he was 
appointed Chief, which position he held 
until his retirement. His successor is 
former Assistant Chief Fred Pudvan. 


| have used INDIAN FIRE PUMPS as ao member Chief Jaeger will maintain his interest 
of the local fire department and have nothing } im the fire service, continuing asa 
but the highest praise for them. They are not too member of the Inte rnational Association 
heavy and carry enough water to cover an ex- of Fire Chiefs. 

tensive area. Paul S. Ney “ ion 7 — 


Chief Smedley Retires 


Chief Henry Smedley, for twenty-five 
—< | years a member of the Camden, Arkan- 
, sas, Fire Department, and its head since 
June, 1933, has retired, due to ill health. 
Chief Smedley, a World War I vet- 
eran, succeeded Charlie Jones as chief, 
and under his administration the depart- 
ment reached a high degree of efficiency. 
He has been active in fire service circles 
and continues to retain membership in 
the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs. He is a _ past-commander of 
American Legion Post No. 45. 




















Yes sir, chief of them all for putting out grass, 
rubbish, forest, roof, room, building and Class A 
fires! INDIAN FIRE PUMPS are famous for the 
fast way they go into action and win the praise 
of all who use them. Here’s an example: 


D. B. SMITH & CO., Utica, New York 





Pump throws | 

pressure stream 

30 to 50 ft. or 
| 


How is your supply of 
INDIAN FIRE PUMPS? 


Do you have plenty? nozzle adjusts 


to spray or fog 
mist. 5 gal. tank mnsaecnapnananestntars 
carries slung on 


prt aay tian Hedges V Wins pear Award 


strong construc- | Wright Hedges, Chief of the Atlantic, 
tion throughout. | Iowa, Fire Department and chairman of 
the Iowa Firemen’s Advisory Training 
Committee was named Atlantic’s “out- 


0 B SMITH g C0 standing citizen” at the annual “Out- 
; i" ; standing Citizen’s” banquet of the 
. ° . 406 Main St. Utica 2, New York Junior Chamber of Commerce in 
PACIFIC COAST BRANCHES Atlantic, February 12. f 
HERCULES EQUIPMENT & RUBBER CO Chief Hedges, besides heading the 
435 Brannan St.. San Francisco, Cal Atlantic Fire Department and pointing 
ROY G. DAVIS CO FRED E- BARNETT CO CANADA AGENTS up state training activities, is past-pres- 
617 E. Third St 600 Spring St . 7 Jw +i hief ia- 
Los Angeles 13. Cal Klamath Falls, Ore BINGHAM & HOBBS ident of the lov = F ne Cc — Associa 
EQUIP. CO tion and has been prominent in the In- 
FRED E. BARNETT CO MILL & MINE SUPPLY 395 W. Sth Ave ternational Association of Fire Chiefs 
2005 S. E. 8th Ave 279QD Fourth Ave S Vancouver, Canada d I fi 
Portland. Ore Seattle. Wash sens cneih. en and other fire —. a. 
j . - 
FRED E. BARNETT co ont Oran 9 That the fire chief of a ———_ 
Broadway & Harris St., Eureka, Cal Montreal 3. Canada can be chosen as its outstan ing citizen 
should be an inspiration to other fire 


Order now. Catalog and 
price list will be sent on 
request. Write us today 


for full information. 
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We have been preaching the wisdom of having a strong, depend- 
able, modern ATLAS LIFE NET ready for use at every fire. We 
have also told you repeatedly how ATLAS LIFE NETS were built to 
take the strains imposed by present day rescue work. Now, the 
records of service of ATLAS NETS at Dubuque, Atlanta, and other 
fires definitely serve to substantiate the wisdom of our preaching. 
YOUR TOWN MAY BE NEXT! Take the time, now, to insure that 
your department will be ready to save life. Get the data on ATLAS 
LIFE NETS, we'll be glad to mail it to you promptly. We'll be glad 
to demonstrate the net or tell you where you can see one in use near 
you. Keep down loss of life by keeping your life net ready for use! 


ATLAS 


are built to highest specifications, 
















with exclusive features not found in 
other nets. Forged steel hinges with 
modern recoil mechanism; a specially 
woven canvas to insure greatest pos- 
sible strength. Nets are made up 
to fold in half or quarter. ATLAS 
are “tops” in popularity, “tops” in 
tests and performance. Specify 
ATLAS LIFE NETS on all new appa- 
ratus. Always replace with ATLAS! 


‘Ve shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Its the way 
theyre Built! 








WATEROUS Fire Pumps are built to high quality specifica- 
tions—they deliver maximum pressure and maximum gallons. 


WATEROUS Pumps have earned an enviable record of service 
and dependability for the past 60 years, and leading fire 
apparatus the nation over is WATEROUS equipped. Your new 
apparatus will have the advantages of three generations of 
pump-building experience when you specify WATEROUS de- 
pendable fire pumps. 


WATEROUS hort 
sontally split case. The 
upper section of both 
the pump and gear 
case may be quickly 
removed and without 
disturbing the setting 
of the pump in the 


chassis 





Also manufacturers of WATEROUS 
Fire Hydrants. ge 1886 


WATEROUS 
FIRE PUMPS 


WATEROUS COMPANY -: ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 
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chiefs to fulfill their responsibilities and 
provide their communities with a 
greater service in the protection of life 
and property from fire. 

(Thanks, Robert C. Byrus) 





Kingston Chief Cited 


Joseph L. Murphy, Fire Chief of the 
Kingston, N. Y., Fire Department was 
recently presented a citation created by 
Frederick Snyder, self-styled “prophetic 
news forecaster,” lauding the worthy 
public service performed by the city’s 
fire department, under the direction of 
the chief. 


Gibbons in Hotel Position 


Former Deputy Chief Henry J. Gib- 
bons, who recently retired from the 
Utica, N. Y., Fire Bureau after thirty- 
four years of service, has been éngaged 
as fire safety adviser at the Hotel Utica, 
that city. He will confer with manage- 
ment on fire safety problems and give 
lectures to the hotel staff on fire pro- 
tection and prevention and first aid. 

The Hotel Utica is one of the first 
in the state to employ an experienced 
inunicipal firefighter in such capacity. 


86th Birthday for Charles H. Fox 


Charles H. Fox, who resigned as 
assistant fire chief of Cincinnati in 
1892 and then won national recognition 
as an inventor and builder of fire appa- 
ratus, observed his eighty-sixth birth- 
day recently at his home in Hyde Park, 
Cincinnati. 

For his outstanding work in the de- 
velopment of steam and later motorized 
fire engines, as well as unique boilers 
and aerial ladders, the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers and other in- 
dustrial groups presented Fox with an 
award in 1940 as a “Modern Pioneer of 
Research and Invention.” 

Born in Cincinnati in 1860, Fox as a 
boy rode on the Mohawk Engine Co.’s 
historic old Latta steam engine drawn 
by four horses—his grandfather was 
captain of the company. Fox was inter- 
ested in fire engines from then on. He 
was with the old Ahrens Fire Engine 
Co. here, was general manager of the 
International Fire Apparatus Co. and 
then head of the Ahrens-Fox Co. He 
retired about five years ago. 


Ex-Chief J. B. Eichelberger Dies 


John B. Ejichelberger, Chief of the 
Berkeley, Calif., Fire Department from 
1938 until he retired in 1941, died sud- 
denly from a heart ailment January I/, 
1947. 

Chief Eichelberger was born in St. 
Paul, but moved to Berkeley in 1905 
and entered the department a year later, 
becoming former Chief James Kinney’s 
driver in 1907. In 1908 he was. made 
lieutenant and in 1914 was promoted to 
captain. He returned to the department 
after serving in World War I in 1919, 
and was named first assistant chief in 
1927. In 1937 he was elevated to deputy 
chief and in August, 1938, he became 
chief, succeedine the late Chief George 
Haggerty. 

Chief Eichelberger was widely known 
throughout the Pacific Coast fire ser- 
vice. 


We shall appreciate vour mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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*PATS. PENDING 


ARNOLD-HOFFMAN & CO., ING. 
Fire Specialties Division 





PROVIDENCE, R. 1. 
Established in 1815 : 


Plants at Dighton, Mass. ond Charlotte, N. C. 
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The MACKINAW Coat 


Gives You Protection and Comfort 


in Your Hazardous Work of 
Safeguarding Life and Property 


against FIRE 


os , MACKINAW 
COATS and 


Protective Clothing 
by MIDWESTERN 


Our policy remains as always . . . only 
the finest material is used in Midwestern 
products. 





Raw materials to meet our rigid speci- 
fications are not available in sufficient 
quantities to supply the demand for 
Midwestern products. However, in order 





Note the durability, flexibility. 


Reinforced at every point of to deliver without delay, we refuse to 
strala aad weer. Mede for buy inferior materials that will lessen 
protection, comfort, and long 2 : 

service. the service you have a right to expect 


in Mackinaw Coats and all other Mid- 
western clothing. 





eet | 


As a result, we are unable to keep pace 
with the demand for immediate deliv- 
eries. But we pledge ourselves to main- 
tain our reputation, to merit your 
confidence, by continuing to use only 
the highest grade materials. 


You'll agree that the extra protection, 
built-in comfort, and longer wear you 
get in Midwestern clothing make it well 
worth while placing your order for 
scheduling into our production as soon 
as possible. There is no substitute for 


quality. 


For complete information see your Mid- 
western Dealer or write factory direct. 





MIDWESTERN MFG. CO. “ttn: 


Phi of the Famous MACKINAW Coats 
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Chief Edward Welch Dies 


Fire Chief Edward P. Welch, thir- 
teenth man to head the Columbus, Ohio, 


| Fire Department since 1860, died of a 
| heart ailment in Mt. Carmel Hospital, 








Chief Edward P. Welch 


Columbus, February 27, 1947. He was 
54 years old. 

Chief Welch had a colorful career as 
a fire-fighter. From the day he entered 
the department in 1913 as a substitute, 
he had been progressive in all fireman- 
ship matters. He became chief in 1933, 
succeeding former William B. Hunt. 
He celebrated his 25th anniversary 
with the department in 1937 by de- 
nouncing the city’s out-moded fire fight- 
ing equipment. Largely through his ef- 
forts, since that time, most of the city’s 
old apparatus has been replaced with 
modern equipment. 

Chief Welch was given leave of ab- 
sence to enter the army in 1942. He was 
commissioned as captain in charge of 
fire prevention activities for the Fifth 
Service Command. In 1944 he returned 
to the fire department to resume his 
efforts to keep the organization in the 
front rank. During his Army service, 
Assistant Chief Clarence Ogborn acted 
as chief of department. He, with Assis- 
tant Chief W.- G. Strickfadden, are 
eligible for Chief Welch’s post. 


Chief Lennox Dies 


John Hall Lennox, Chief Engineer of 
the Fire Bureau of Camden, N. J., died 
December 31, 1946, at the age of sixty- 
six, following a long illness. He had 
been on leave of absence from the 
Bureau since November, 1945. 

Chief Lennox was born in Ireland and 
came to Camden as a boy. He was 
appointed fireman in December, 1907, 
assigned as a hoseman in 1908 and five 
years later was made lieutenant. He 
was appointed captain in 1915, and in 
1928 was advanced to deputy chief. He 
became head of the Bureau in August, 
1934, following the retirement of Chief 
Thomas Nichols. 

Chief Lennox was a member of the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs, 
the Eastern Association of Fire Chiefs, 
the Camden County Fire Chiefs’ Asso- 
ciation, the Camden Police and Fire- 
men’s Club, and the Firemen’s Mutual 
Benevolent Association of Camden. He 
is survived by a wife, two daughters, 
five brothers and a sister. 
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WITH FMC HIGH-PRESSURE 
FOG FIRE FIGHTERS 


The FMC Fog Fire Fighter is a 
complete high-pressure fire fighting 
unit. It gives you everything you 
need to knock down fires—fast. 


You get the famous FMC High- 
Pressure Pump—built by Bean and 
powered by the FMC onever-fail 
Pump Drive. You get the FMC Fog 
Fire Gun and real High-Pressure 
Hose—designed for extra-heavy 
duty and tested by us at pressures 
of 1,050 pounds and better. Also 
the patented FMC Hose Couplings! 





In addition—you get the assistance 
of a new and revolutionary fire 
fighting technique and our fire 
school training. 


You Get the Complete Setup! 
Insist on the genuine FMC Fog 
Fire Fighter. This is the complete 
high-pressure unit which has 
proved its worth at thousands of 
town, rural and airport fires. Fire- 
men say it is one of the greatest 
contributions ever made to fire 
fighting. 


, . =a raaeasss naire — 
VESTAL, N. Y. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter 


WILLISTON, OHIO. Standard FMC Fo 
ghter delivere 


“a eas 
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ROCK FALLS, ILL. Standard FMC Fog Fire 


Dept. 





Fighter delivered to Rock Falls Fire 


WRITE—TODAY—FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION a St | 





















NEW FMC FOG FIRE GUN 
—patented by Bean— is _ tested 
regularly at 1,000 pounds pressure. 
Provides every type of fog pattern 
—everything you need for high- - 
pressure work. One man can handle od — AS , 
—easily. WILTON, WIS. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter 
delivered to Wilton Community Fire Dept. 
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BRIGHTON, MICH. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter 
delivered to Brighton Fire Dept. Complete in 
every respect, this unit carries its own water 
supply and provides two guns of 30 gallons each 
at 600 lbs. or more nozzle pressure. 


HIGH-PRESSURE FOG FIRE FIGHTER 


CAN BE MOUNTED ON MOST STANDARD TRUCK CHASSIS 
FOOD MACHINERY CORPORATION 
JOHN BEAN MFG. CO., 709 HAZEL ST., LANSING 4, MICH. *  BEAN-CUTLER DIVISION, 409 JULIAN ST., SAN JOSE, CALIF, 


BUILDERS OF BEAN HIGH-PRESSURE PUMPS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 
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Being built to stand up and function perfectly 
under the roughest handling is a fact well known in 
the fire profession for over 50 years. 


Your department deserves the best equipment 
available and the Powhatan complete line merits 
your closest investigation; before you order new 
products write us on any requirement you need. 
We show here two items picked at random. Our 
bulletins 5 and 6 have been prepared for your 
guidance 


NEW YORK FIRE DEPT. STYLE 
SHUT-OFF NOZZLE 


with plain tip 2!/,” size, built to 
stand the hard knocks. 





PLATE 101 


Emme SENSIBLE LUG HOSE COUPLING 


ae No protruding parts to catch in obstacles, 


nor wear and mar stacked hose. 


Rugged, made of solid brass. 





PLATE 159 


OWHNATAN BRASS 
& IRON WORKS ¢7; 


RANSON , WEST VIRGINIA 


Phones 93 & 94 CharlesTown West Virginia - Established 1892 
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Former Chief Mark Ryan Dead 


Former Fire Chief Mark Ryan, for 
thirty years head of the Redwood City, 
Calif., Fire Department, died December 
16, 1946. He retired as Chief last June. 

In his career, the chief had been 
president of a board of freeholders, 
which in 1929 drew the city charter, and 
a member of another board which in 
1932 drew the San Mateo County char- 
ter. In 1928 he was president of the 
Pacific Coast Fire Chiefs Association 
He was also a member of the Peninsula: 
Fire Chiefs Club, and was prominent in 
Pacific Coast fire service and Masonic 
affairs. For two years he was mayor oi 
Redwood City and for eight years has 
was a city councilman. 

Chief Ryan took over the fire depart 
ment in 1915, and under his guidance it 
grew from a volunteer to a well-organ 
ized, paid department. Before he retired 
he saw orders placed for two moder: 
pumpers as part of his plans for ad 
vancing the department. 


Chief Archie McCabe Dies 

lire Chief Archie McCabe, for 
twenty-one years head of the Muncie, 
Ind., Fire Department, died February 
24 after a long illness. 

Chief McCabe, who first joined the 
Muncie Fire Department in 1906, was 
a consultant to the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters and a former member 
of the staff of the Indiana Fire Marshal's 
Office. He helped to organize the In- 
diana Fire Chiefs’ Association and had 
been its only secretary. He also was one 
of the founders of the Indiana State 
Firemen’s Association. 

Chief McCabe's twenty-one years of 
service as head of the department were 
not served consecutively. He acted as 
investigator for the fire marshal’s office 
and later worked on the statewide pro- 
gram to teach fire fighting technique 
and had charge of the department’s edu- 
cational division until it was taken over 
by Purdue University. He returned as 
Muncie’s Fire Chief after nine years in 
state service. 


Retirements and Resignations 


Chief Harry A. King retired as Chief 
of the East Cleveland. Ohio, Fire De- 
partment January 5, 1947, after com- 
pleting fifty years of service. His suc- 
cessor is Captain Fred A. Steffens, who 
was appointed in the department on De- 
cember 21, 1916, and has served for 
thirty years. Chief Steffens took up his 


new duties January 5, 1947. 


Max Trantow, believed Minnesota’s 
oldest fire chief in age and point oi 
service, resigned from the Morris Fire 
Department at the close of 1946. Now 
seventy-four, Chief Trantow served as 
chief for forty-two years. 


Clinton M. Misdom, retiring Fire 
Chief of Cartaret, N. J., Fire Company 
1, was honored at a dinner-dance of the 
Company and presented with an ex- 
chief’s badge. 

Richard A. Kelley resigned as Chief 
of the Davenport Fire Department in 
January, 1947, after forty-two years’ 
service. Carl Riecke, first assistant chief, 
has been appointed Acting Chief until 
civil service examinations are held for 
the chief’s post. 
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THE GREATEST NAME 





Hundreds of cities are now protected by Seagrave 
Apparatus and the list is growing every day. Fire Chiefs 
realize that no fire apparatus manufacturer can make 
prompt delivery and therefore if they have to wait they 
would rather wait for a Seagrave and get the best for 
their department. 


The new Seagrave Pumper has all of those famous 
Seagrave engineering principles plus many new features. 


The new Seagrave is a beautiful job of engineering and 
mechanical craftsmanship. It is made to give your city 
dependable fire protection for many years. 


THE SEAGRAVE CORPORATION 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Bickle-Seagrave, Ltd., Woodstock, Ont. 





IN FIRE APPARATUS 
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FOR PUMPS 


"72. 








Built to exacting requirements—to fire Dependable. Quick-starting 4-cycle en- 
department specifications. . . . Designed gine. Positive lubrication. 


to stand up under the hard usage and st ; , 
difficult conditions a Fire Department art Wt and forget It! Automatic 


Sesteiie thes te mest fe cecdiee with voltage regulation under all loads. No 
leading fire departments, these rugged adjusting necessary. No fussing to mix 
1500 watt Units have proved themselves gasoline and oil. 
capable of meeting every emergency. Compact. An easy load for two men. 
Larger and smaller sizes available. Write for further information. 
Distributed by: 





OR Bins na'nn0s 6 900068 ccandesnecensseesnsbansad Hanover, | a, 
Smith-Meeker Engineering Co.......-.----:+++++e- 125 Barclay S St N. Cc. 7 
is Ut SE cocevecccecescoeoncoscecgnnaebenedanel Durham, Peaneyivaala 





MD Bcc ccccccccecoccecceeas 6526 Hamilton Ave., Pi 
peseccceecsocooess Box 2052, Sta. V, Les Angeles Hy 
Houston, Texas; Salmon Bay Terminal, = = oS wah 
Gentrasters Mach. Co......... ‘ak 240 
rol? secesins 
1520 W 


UNITED STATES MOTORS CORPORATION 
430 Nebraska Street Oshkosh, Wisconsin 





HOWE Fire Truck Equipment to Meet Every Service 
Bstablished 1872 











HOWE FIRE APPARATUS COMPANY, 1402 West 22nd Street, Anderson, Indiana 
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Appointments and Promotions 


The following have been appointed 
fire chiefs to head their respective fire 
departments: 

RAMSEY, N. J.—Percy Ackerson 

Dersy, Cr—William McHale 

Oxrorp, Mp.—Austin Smith 

Cortonwoop, Ipa.—Hans Bohnhof 

MiLBank, S. D.—Paul Peterson 

Granp Rapips, Minn.—Henry Schultze 

Mountain Grove, Mo.—Slim Ruffcorn 

Ciara City, Minn.—Gene Thein 

Caruis_eE, N. Y.—Leonard Tillapaugh 

Dover, N. J.—Donald R. Hunter 

Rep Granite, Wis.—T. H. Schuette 

3UTTERFIELD, Minn.—John Ekstrom 

BouLevarp, Mont.—Paul Fell, Jr. 

Eureka, S. D.—Fred Dierenfeldt 

RipGeway, W1s.—Robert Fitzsimmons 

NasHuua, Ia—Max Hurlbut 

West Harrison, N. Y.—Joseph Henry 

WHiITEHALL, Wis.—Einar Kildahl 

WessTER Sprincs, W. Va.—Carl Miller 

Pass CuristT1An, Miss.—E. J. Dennis, 


Jr. 

COLLEGE Piace, Wasu.—S. O. (Bud) 
Morris 

Lone Brancn, N. J.—Edgar F. (Skel- 
ly) West 


Bounp Brook, N. J.—Daniel H. Conroy 

RipGEFIELD, N. J.—Harold Dressler 

Port Cuester, N. Y.—L. Leslie Com- 
stock 

Satem, N. J.—Robert D. Downs 

SonyEA, N. J.—J. Fred Chicester 

Vetva, N. D.—Dave Skoglund 

Burtincton, N. |.—Samuel Bell 

O_p CHatHam, N, Y.—Chauncey Kin- 
yon 

STRATTANVILLE, Pa.—Jess Dolby 

SLATINGTON, Pa.—Richard Morris 

Otp SAyBROooK, ConN.—James U. Dibble 

AvENEL, N. J.—George Slivka 

Awnsonta, Conn.—Alfred Tanner 

WaLHa.ia, N. D.—Phillip LaRocque 

DittspurG, Pa.—John Gross 

Sprrir Lake, [a.—Roscoe Fike 

Union, Ia.—Paul Carter 

Onawa, Ia.—Newell E. (Red) Williams 

Extra, [a—Peter Paulsen (New Co-op 
Fire Assn.) 

Lake Mitts, Ia—Hubert Moen 

La Junta, Coto.—James Driscoll 

BARRINGTON, N. Y.—Sumner A. Hayes 

LAWRENCE-CEpDARHURST, L. I.—Terrence 
McLinsky 





Eau Clair Has One of Its 
Worst Blazes 


Fire, which gutted the old two-story 
Continental store building in downtown 
Eau Claire, Wis., on New Year’s Eve 
last, was declared by Fire Chief Oliver 

300ks one of the city’s worst, with 
damage at approximately $100,000. 


Practically all the city’s fire fighters 
battled the blaze to prevent its spread 
through entire block, only one truck and 
three men being held in reserve for 
emergencies. 

The businesses affected by the fire in- 
cluded a candy shop, women’s dress 
shop, hat shop, barber shop, hosier) 
store, all on the first floor of the Con- 
tinental building; a finance-company and 
social security office on the second floor 
Occupying the brick structure west of 
the wrecked Continental building on 
Gibson street were a number of firms 
which suffered property damage. 

The fire, which was reported at 11:22 
P.M.—but which possibly had been 
burning for some time, came with the 
thermometer registering 17 degrees be- 
low zero. One of the owners of the 
property reported no sign of fire in the 
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ToP 
NOTCH 


Since 1926 the registered name Sine, has stood 





for quality of product, and has Seen 


boot satisfaction to firemen all over the country 


1. Storm King length is 3” 
higher than the usual, 
giving more protection 
—quick adjustment. 


10. This entire boot is vul- 
canized by ammonia cure 
—a patented, exclusive 
feature. 


2, Outside, extra rubber re- 


inforcement. 11, Fourteen plies of fabric 


“and rubber with special 
3. Net lining for ample throat stay. 
stretch throughout the 


entire skirt. 2, Made over a special last, 


fuller through the ankle 


4, Thick gauge inside gum and instep. 


knee patch of crepe 


rubber — prevents sharp 13, Nine plies of fabric and 


cracking. rubber at the vamp. 

5, Sturdy pull-on loops, on 14. Reinforcing toe cap pro- 
both sides. tection. 

6. Warm wool lining 15, Extra thick super-quality 
throughout. “soles. 


7. Special stiffening collar 
to make it easy to get 
into the boot. 


8. Six plies of fabric and 
rubber here. 


16. Reinforced ladder shank, 
carefully shaped to fit the 
fireman’s foot. 


17, Warm felt lining, insole 


: and leg. 
9. Seven plies of fabric and 


rubber here—a “shing- 
led” construction which 
distributes the strain, re- 
sists snagging and gives 
much longer wear. 


Thick side guards at 
* shank, giving protection - 
against nail or splinter 
puncturing. 


1 go, Full size heel. 





20 YEARS OF 


FOOT COMFORT ¢ SAFETY > WEAR 


Sold Only Through Authorized Distributors 





A PRODUCT OF 


BEACON FALLS RUBBER FOOTWEAR 


BEACON FALLS, CONNECTICUT 
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basement at 9:30 P.M., when he attend- 


ed the furnace, but when the depart- 
ment under Chief Books arrived there 
vas considerable smoke 


Firemen entered the basement through 

sidewalk trapdoor and believed they 
iad the blaze controlled when flames 
discovered breaking through the 
roof. Chief Book immediately sum- 
moned all off-shift firemen, and all ap- 
paratus with the truck, 
and concentrated on preventing § the 
spread of the flames to adjoining struc- 


were 


exception of one 


tures. It was not until 4:00 A.M. that 
ice-encrusted fire-fighters reported the 
blaze under control 

Firemen’s efforts were at first handi 
capped by hundreds of persons celebrat 
ing New Year’s Eve who swarmed the 
cene Despite the weather conditions 


and severity of the fire, only one fire- 
man was injured. He fell through a side- 
walk trap door into the flooded cellar. 
lle was quickly rescued from the icy 
water and after hospital treatment was 
released 


Malden Chiefs in Night Patrol 


Malden, Mass., firemen, who recently 
went on a 48-hour work week, won in 
a referendum against much opposition, 


have established an unusual “radio-fire 
patrol” in which high-ranking officers 
cruise about the city throughout the 


night, searching for fires, while privates 
blissfully sleep in warm beds. 
\ccording to 


Richard N. 


Fire Commissioner 
Berry, appointed to head the 











500 G.P.M. 
STANDARD TRIPLE 
COMBINATION 
MOUNTED 
ON 1% OR 2 TON 
COMMERCIAL 
CHASSIS 


OREN FIRE 

APPARATUS 
COMPANY 

ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 
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fire department by Mayor John D. Mc- 
Carthy last November, and who during 
World War II as an Engineer Major 
was said to be in charge of fire fighting 
forces in the Pacific and in Europe, the 
fire patrol was ordered to guard against 
fires breaking out at night and gaining 
headway while residents slept. 

The situation, an innovation in New 
England firemanship, but not entirely 
new to some other municipalities, is 
“unbelievable” in the eyes of veteran 
Greater Boston fire fighters who cannot 


imagine fire chiefs out “hunting for 
fires” while the low ranking firemen 
sleep. 


Although the fire commissioner said 
the fire patroller can be any officer from 
deputy chief down to lieutenant, reports 
indicate that thus far, only deputy chiefs 
have been assigned the task. 

It is disclosed that under the 48-hour 
week (which has resulted in the appoint- 
ment of nineteen new Malden firemen) 
men work ten hours on the day shift 
while night men work fourteen hours. 
Fire fighters are allowed to sleep at 
night when not fighting fires. However, 
a high ranking officer must tour the 
sleeping city in a chief’s car equipped 
with radio, searching for fires, and be 
ready to do battle when and if he dis- 
covers them. 

When the officer assigned to night 
patrol—to date, a deputy chief—arrives 
for duty at 6:00 P.M., he is permitted to 
stay at Malden fire headquarters until 
about 10:00 P.M., then with his chauf- 
feur at the wheel of his chief’s car, two- 
way radio-equipped, the “fire-watcher” 
sets forth on his nightly fire prowl- 
patrol. If the fire is discovered, the 
alarm is radioed to headquarters. If 
there is no activity, the heavy-eyed 
chief and his equally heavy-eyed chauf- 
feur return to fire headquarters. 

To members of the fire service who 
have commented that the night patrol- 
ling watch by a ranking chief is un- 
necessary since police in radio cars are 


constantly on duty, Commissioner 
Berry points out that the duties of 
policemen in detecting fires are only 


secondary to police work. He said the 
duty of the fire department official 
cruising around is to be exclusively on 


‘ guard against fires. 


The Commissioner, queried by re- 
porters as to the results of the revolu- 
tionary program, said that he had not 
heard of any fires being discovered by 
the patrol, but said he had not studied 
all recent reports. 


Burst Hose Injures Nine 
In Atlantic City nine persons includ- 
ing Fire Chief Rex Farley were hurt 
when a hose, under high pressure, got 


out of control and whipped into a 
crowd of spectators watching a fire 
department test of a new 750-GPM 
pumper. 


The pumper was being tested on the 
boardwalk, where it was hooked to a 
‘master fire-plug’ which is not a part of 
the high-pressure system. Fire officials 
from nearby towns were on hand for 
the test, and scores of spectators and 
boardwalk stroller’s, some of them 
fashionably dressed scattered in all di- 
rections when the nozzie ripped from 
its clamp on the boardwalk railing and 
swung wildly into the crowd . 

At the time of the accident the 
pumper had four 2%-inch lines feeding 
into a standard playpipe. 
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When the pipe broke loose, Fire Chief 
Rex Farley dived on the nozzle and, 
aided by other firemen, managed to get 
it under control until the pump was 
shut down. He suffered head injuries 
in the action. Others injured were 
Lester Jackson, drill master, leg in- 
juries; Larry Walsh, fire department 
driver, chest injuries; and James 
Heaney, back injuries. 


Buffalo Church Burns 


Shortly before its 75th anniversary, 
the Church of St. Mary of Sorrows, 
known to many older residents of Buf- 
falo, N. Y., as the Church of the Seven 
Dolors, was swept by fire January 14 
with loss of $350,000. 

Although the cause of the spectacular 
three-alarm blaze is unknown, it came 
at a time when workmen had been ac- 
tive in a refurbishing program to pre-| 






SUPPLE, SMOOTH 


... that’s Eureka “Streamlined” 

Fire Hose. Supple because of Balanced 
Weave that makes a fabric of correctly 

twisted cords under uniform tension. Smooth 
because of the unique Interior Filler Ply, 


which provides a smooth waterway, 









avoids “washboarding”, assures maximum 


|| pressure at the nozzle. 
Eureka Oxygen Bomb Test scientifi- 





cally proves the aging qualities of the 
| 


Firemen Pour Water on Roof of Church of hose lining, makes sure it will remain 
St. Mary of Sorrows on January 14 During a i a 
Tiveo-Alerm Fire Which Goused en Eolimeted smooth and uncracked. Effective pre 


$350,000 Loss vention of all known forms of mildew is 


e , P “ Xx.” 
pore the church for the saniversary provided by Eureka’s exclusive “Formula X. 


celebration. The fire originated in the 

front of the edifice and spread rapidly EASY TO veer will not buck or “run 
throughout the interior. The wooden 
framework, supporting the slate roof, amuck.” The Balanced Weaving 
fed the flames and complicated the fire 
fighting. The church exterior is con- 
structed of limestone. 

The fire was discovered simultane- 
ously at 3:15 P.M. by Oscar H. Dabritz, 
deputy police commissioner, and a fire- 
man escorting pupils of the church’s 
school across the Genesee-Reed inter- 
section. The commissioner said he 
heard a muffled explosion as he peseed | 
the church and he radioed an alarm. 
\pparently the fireman acted at the 
same time as the calls were received 
simultaneously at fire alarm headquar- 
ters 

Battalion Chief William M. Daly A 
upon arrival immediately sounded the 8 ——e 
second alarm, bringing Commissioner EUR S EKA 
Joseph S. Masterson who transmitted iu 


the third alarm, at 3:36 P.M, calling out| "Foe greater protection to lifeand property 
the 1 fore : f 


largest force of fire fighters mar- 


shalled in months FUREKA FI RE HO SE 
Firemen used aerial ladders in an ef- 


fort to reach the flames, which by then 
were in command of part of the roof. Division of United States Rubber Company 


Line ; were taken inside, also, but } 1230 Avenue of the Americas Rockefeller Center . New York 20, N.Y. 


and patented Controlled Curing 





eliminate excessive writhing, 


permit easier handling on 





ladders, on the ground, or 


when loading in the wagon. 
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shortly after the holy objects were re- 
moved from the interior, the spreading 
fire caused the Commissioner to order 
the men out of the structure. Four 
sisters of the Franciscan order, teachers 
at the school braved the smoke and 
flames to aid in the rescue of the sacred 
sanctuary equipment. The Rev. Phillip 
W. Schwier, assistant rector, working 
with the nuns carried chalices and vest- 
ments to safety as firemen fought to 
confine the flames. 


Concentrating heavy streams, firemen 
were able to drive the fire away from 
the church’s imposing steeple, housing 


the clock and bells, however the towers, 
two on each side, were damaged se- 
verely and the roof was destroyed. The 
fire was under control at 4:15 P.M. 


Hotel Fire Safety 


(Continued from page 162) 


three-eighths inch rope runs and a snap 
loop, which the user fastens to a 
radiator, the legs of a dresser or any 
solid object in a room that is too large 
to go through a window. A safety web 
belt that the user fastens under his arms 
is firmly attached to the brake by a 
strong wire cable. When endangered 
by fire, a man would snap the loop end 
of the rope to some firm object in the 
room, snap the belt across his body with 
the brake about level with his head, 
throw the long end of the rope out the 
window, and then, holding to the rope 
below the brake, slide down to safety. 
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QUAKER’S MODERN MUNICIPAL 


EASY FOLD ‘CONSTRUCTION 
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EASY-FOLD has more flexibility and 
dle with longer life. Up to one-third 


“If there 





Reg. U. 8S. Pat. Off. 


NEW YORK 7 CLEVELAND 15 


SAN FRANCISCO 5 





footage can be added to truck-bed than the regular fire 
hose, and is easier to’ pack. EASY-FOLD can be fur- 
nished throughout the Quaker Fire Hose Line. 


Quaker will do it.” 


FIRE HOSE 
CHEMICAL HOSE 


QUAKER RUBBER CORPORATION 


PHILADELPHIA 24, PA, 


Western Territory 


QUAKER PACIFIC RUBBER COMPANY 











is easier to han- 
more additional 


is a way to get it done... 


FORESTRY HOSE 
SUCTION HOSE 


CHICAGO 16 - HOUSTON 1 


LOS ANGELES 21 
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Chief Simon said that, using the de- 
vice, he could quickly come down from 
a high place in safety if he were caught 
in a fire. He suggests that anyone who 
plans to use the device should practice 
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Line Drawing of Mr. Fiedler's Escape 


This line drawing shows how Mr. Fiedler’s fire 
escape device operates. He suggests, however, 
that the safety line be looped around two legs of 
a radiator if possible, or to a bedpost, the legs of 
a bureau, or other furniture too large to pull 
through the window. A pillow or blanket in the 
window, as drawn, is to prevent chafing of the 
line on the window sill. Details of the device are 
identified in the drawing 


lowering himself from an upper room a 
few times to “get the hang of it”. Mr. 
Fiedler said that in planning the escape, 
the inventor intended it to be used when 
no other means of escaping from a fire 
were available. 


Suggestions from the Public 


From the outpouring of remedies to 
solve hotel rescue problems the follow- 
ing are interesting, if for no other pur- 
pose than to show the ingenuity of the 
average layman. 

Atlanta Journal—‘“I question any kind 
of an alarm system. I am sure a watch- 
man to check all floors every 15 or 20 
minutes, a sprinkler system and a rope 
for each room of the proper quality 
would be as near perfect as can be. 
Then a wood hotel would be practically 
safe.” W. O. N. 

St. Paul Dispatch—Anyone . . . knows 

. that turpentine ranks with gasoline 
in speed and intensity of combustion. 
In fact, Arcus less rapidly than 
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gasoline, it is perhaps even more dang- 
erous as a potential fire hazard, since 
fewer persons realize its danger. It 
might be well for the fire underwriters 
to insist upon painters removing all 
paint and turpentine over night from 
hotels lacking sprinkler systems, to close 
off the floors being decorated, until 
paint and varnish are dry.” 
Mrs. A. J. S. 


New York World-Telegram—Certain 
rules, regulations, or instructions 
adopted by the National Board of Fire 
Undewriters, the International Associa- 
tion of Fire Chiefs and, if possible 
through an act of the Federal Govern- 
ment, to make it mandatory that in- 
structions of what to do in case of fire 
be displayed in every room of every 
hotel... . There are instructions in most 
hotel rooms regarding the disposal of 
your valuables . . . etc., but nothing to 
show you how you may save your life 
in the event of fire. H. A. K. 


Atlanta Journal—A suggestion that 
all entrances to buildings where fire 
hazards exist bear posters which read: 
“Danger, this is a fire hazard. You enter 
at your own risk,” has been made by 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America, Local 225 AFL. 


Atlanta Journal—There should be a 
law requiring all establishments in 
which people likely to be trapped, 
especially hotels, to . . . have a “life 
line” in each room made of manila rope 
about one-inch thick with knots about 
eighteen inches apart ... so that anyone 
could go up, or down... a _ bowline 
knot should be tied at the end or a 
“boatswain’s chair” so that any child 
or invalid could be lowered or hoisted 


to safety. B. D. McL. 
New York Sun—It should . . . be 
made mandatory .. . that in a residen- 


tial establishment of three stories or 
over, with special emphasis on hotels, 
each room contain at least two respira- 
tors (face type), together with protec- 
tive clothing for an equal number of 
people. ... 

With the installation of an amplifying 
system throughout such as the Wine- 
coff, and with a speaker in every room, 
hysterics and those on the fringe can be 
calmed, their confidence restored and 
their rescue more easily effected. 

_ C 


Atlanta Journal—Every room in a 
hotel could be equipped with automatic 
lowering devices from any level, or we 
could forbid skyscraper hotels and use 
only lower buildings over large areas 
removed from congested districts. 


President's Conference 


(Continued from page 164) 


now implemented by fire departments, 
and the coordination of such work with 
that of other agencies both govern- 
mental and civic; to study and recom- 
mend incentives, plans and other de- 
vices as a basis for increased support 
of the fire services; and, to study and 
Suggest means of obtaining fiscal aid 
and a better understanding of the re- 
quirements and problems of modern fire 
departments and of the services they are 
expected to render. 
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GIVES DOUBLE PROTECTION 
FOR TOUGH FIRE HAZARDS 


DOUBLE—because the Cardox method of engineered application and 
control makes it entirely practical to provide enough fire-killing carbon 
dioxide to give “double-shot” safety to the largest hazard protected, multiple 
shot protection to other hazards covered by the system. This ample reserve 
that means uninterrupted protection after fire has been extinguished is a 
recognized principle of sound Cardox fire engineering. 
DOUBLE—because mass application of Cardox CO, in pounds or tons means 
less fire damage. Burning time is cut to a minimum. Non-damaging carbon 
dioxide cannot harm costly equipment or material in process. There is no 
after-fire clean-up to cause costly production delays. 

Cardox Fire Extinguishing Systems use low-pressure carbon dioxide— 
stored at 0° F. and relatively low pressure in a single, compactly designed, 
centrally located Storage Unit that holds from 4 to 125 tons. The Cardox 
method of application and control and Cardox engineered equipment have 
broadened both the performance and protection scope of carbon dioxide— 
providing all the proved advantages of CO, extinguishment for tough fire 
hazards, single or multiple, large or small, indoors or out. 

Why not determine for yourself whether this broadened application of 
carbon dioxide by Cardox Systems or mobile equipment may not be the 
most effective answer to the fire problems that concern you? Write for 


Bulletin No. 1937. 


CARDO X cOoOR PORATION 
BELL BUILDING + CHICAGO 1, ILLINOIS 


District Offices: New York + Philadelphia + Pittsburgh + Cleveland + Detroit + Los Angeles 
Sean Francisco + San Diego 





CO2 FIRE EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS 
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Laws AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

To explore (a) the question of State 
laws that will provide minimum stand- 
ards of regulations for fire safety and 
will provide for the adoption of munic- 
ipal ordinances that will augment such 
minimum standards, and (b) the legal- 
ity of retroactive features of laws and 
ordinances pertaining to fire safety and 
to present appropriate recommendations 
OrGANIZED PusLic Support 

To recommend a plan which will ef- 
fectuate the conclusion of the Confer 
ence with specific steps, both immediate 
and long range, that may be taken to 
intensify public approval and support of 
the recommendations of the Conference; 
and, through a representative sub-com- 
mittee report one year hence on the 
progress made by the States and Munic- 








The handy Dual Fire Fighter will save 
the big truck pumper from possible 
damage in attempting to reach isolated 
water supply. It is easily and quickly 
carried by two men to lake, pond or 
stream inaccessible to a heavy truck. 
Within 15 to 30 seconds, by means of 
a simple exhaust primer, water starts 
flowing through the hose lines. 


ipalities with particular reference to the 
adoption and ehforcement of suitable 
laws and ordinances and the improve- 
ment of existing fire services. 
RESEARCH 

To emphasize the importance of con- 
tinuous research in the field of scientific 
development and in human _ behavior 
with respect to fire and safety to life, 
thus providing information for modern- 
ization of laws, ordinances and regula- 
tions, 


Baltimore Fire 


(Continued from page 165) 


a wooden partition separating the ex- 
ecutive offices from the salesroom was 
in flames. Firemen were still in the 


THE DUAL 
FIRE FIGHTER . 


Used for relaying water to the truck 
pumper, the Dual Fire Fighter will de- 
liver 175 gallons over a 30 to 50 foot 
hill through 300 feet of 2! inch fire hose. 
For fighting fires direct it will throw 100 
gallons of water at 70 pounds or 80 gal- 








lons at 80 pounds pressure. 


Used for dewatering purposes, it will 
save the expensive pumper from costly 
damage. Any damage to the Dual Fire 
Fighter is quickly and easily repaired 





with common tools. 


Quick action with the Dual Fire Fighter 
has shortened the life of many fires. 

Write for our information bulletin FD-3. 
Some territory open for live distributors. 





THE 


GORMAN-RUPP COMPANY 


BOWMAN STREET . 


MANSFIELD, OHIO 





FIRE ENGINEERING 


annex, McNeil said, and two steel doors 
between the annex and the main build- 
ing on the ramp were still open. 

Chief Travers reported that the fire 
broke out first on the ramp joining the 
two buildings. While firemen were ex- 
tinguishing this blaze, Chief Travers 
said, flash fires broke out, first in the 
northwest corner of the main room and 
then in the northeast corner of the 
main fifth floor. 

The executive offices run east and 
west behind a wooden partition on the 
north side of the main building, on the 
gutted floor. 

Nine Alarms Turned In 

The first call was received by the fire 
department about 6:30 and was reported 
to be an automatic sprinkler alarm. 
Eight additional alarms were sounded, 
six from the box at the corner of 


Fayette and Howard streets and two 
from the corner of Lexington and 
Howard streets. These brought fifty- 


three pieces of equipment to the scene, 


including eleven high pressure units, 
with about 155 firemen. 
At the height of the blaze, about 


9:00 P.M., firemen were operating eleven 
high pressure streams and _ approxi- 
mately forty handlines on the fire from 
all four sides of the structure. Eight 
lines were played from the roof of 315- 
19 West Lexington street, which is 
separated from the west side of the de- 
partment store by an excavation for the 
proposed eight-story addition to the 
store. Lines were taken into the store 
from the ground floor and also operated 
from ladders. 

The fire, once it had a grasp on the 


store stocks of the fifth floor, spread 
throughout the large open area, con- 
suming almost everything flammable. 
Destruction on this floor was heavy. 


Along the ceiling, sprinkler pipes were 
twisted and bent, the joints having been 
separated by the heat. Paint on the 
entire ceiling was pockmarked with tiny 
craters and in places the lath was 
exposed. Practically all windows on 
this floor were broken by the heat. 

The heavy concentration of hose 
streams brought a flood of water. 
Lights on the fourth floor went out as 
water filled the globes. Smoke per- 
meated upper floors, doing damage to 
stocks, despite efforts of firemen and 
salvage corpsmen to ventilate. Mean- 
while, it taxed the efforts of all salvage 
men to protect stocks below the fourth 
floor from the deluge of water. 

Despite the magnitude of the opera- 
tions there were no casualties. 


Ford Theatre Emptied 


At 9:10 P.M. an audience of 1,000 in 
the Ford’s Theatre, in the rear of the 
May Company, was asked by the man- 
agement to leave the theatre, which it 
did without panic. This action was pre- 
cautionary, as at the time the fire ap- 
peared to be under control, however 
smoke was eddying in the alley behind 
the theatre and its odor was becoming 
apparent within the structure. 

The fire was reported under control 
about two and one-half hours after its 
discovery but firemen were engaged in 
overhauling well into the following day. 


San Francisco Fire 


(Continued from page 167) 
to Box 2125; 5:04, special call for light 
wagon to Box 2125; 5:58, special call 
for second light wagon to Box 2125. 
In addition the Ashbury and Twin 
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Adaptable to a 
Variety of uses 


«x 


OFFICE 0 F 







Offices located at: Atlanta + Birmingham + Boston + Charlotte « Ch 


Denver - Detroit . Fort Worth - Helena + Houston .« 
Angeles «. Lovisville . Minneapolis - Nashville 


GENERAL 


« Cincinnati + Cleveland + Dallas 
Jacksonville « Kansas City, Mo. 
New York .« Omaha - 
San Francisco + Seattle « Spokane « Tulsa 


New Orleans - 
Portland, Ore. - Richmond .« St. Louis + Salt Lake City - San Antonio . 








Many types of Airport and Airway lighting equip- 
ment including runway marker lights, cone assem- 
blies, globes, portable field lighting sets and 
associated equipment, are now available. 


Much of this equipment can be adapted to 
many uses calling for outdoor portable lighting 
fixtures. 


Most of this inventory is offered on a sealed 
bid basis. You may bid on entire sets complete 
or on such parts as are specified in sealed bid 
offering lists. Some items are sold at fixed prices 
only. 

Write to the Birmingham Regional Office re- 
questing that your name be placed on their 


mailing lists when offerings are made of this type 
of equipment. 


DISPOSAL 


WAR ASSETS ADMINISTRATION 


« Little Rock « Los 
Philadelphia 


Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when, writing advertisers 
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Peaks high pressure water systems were 
put into operation at 1:03 p.m. 


At 1 22, 1:54 and 2:06 special cover in 
calls were relayed, involving 13 engine 


companies and at 2:46 another special 
cover-in call involved five trucks 

[The 10-3 signal was struck out at 
5:34 p.m., the 10-2 at 6:49 and the 10-1 
a minute later 

Chief Sullivan said that when the first 
apparatus arrived the place was a rag- 
ing inferno 

The local newspapers paid high trib- 


ute to the firemen who responded for 
carrying out the tradition of “going in 
to get the fire” and said it was only 
through herculean efforts that the 
were kept from the two other 
in the block. 

The fire was on the 


cial and produce 


flames 
buildings 


edge of the finan- 
districts and only a 


Y/ 
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OPERATE TOOLS, PUMPS, 
BLOWERS, LIGHTS WITH 
ONAN POWER PLANTS 


Ready forinstant use, compact, light- 
weight Onan Electric Plants provide 
dependable power when you need it 
and where you need it. Can be easily 
carried into trouble areas. Fit into 
small space for truck installations. 

High-tension ignition provides a 
hot spark for easy starting. 

Four Twistlock receptacles permit 
direct plug-in of lights and motor- 
driven tools. Guarded pilot light gives 
ample illumination for operating. 

Onan plants for fire-department 
applications are available in ca- 
pacities from 350 to 4000 watts, 
powered by one and two-cylinder, 
4-cycle air-cooled engines. 


ONAN ELECTRIC PLANTS are available 
in many sizes and models. ALTERNATING 
CURRENT: 350 to 35,000 watts in all stand- 
ard voltages and frequencies. DIRECT CUR- 
RENT: 600 to 10,000 watts, 115 and 230 volts. 
BATTERY CHARGERS: 500 to 3,500 watts; 
6, 12, 24, 32 volts 

Plant shown is Model 15 DL-14 

1500 Watts, 115-Vole D. C 


D. W. ONAN & SONS 


4519 Royalston Ave., Minneapolis 5, Minn. 


rOweR & LIGHT 
foe EVERY NEED 


Gr : 
A ELECTRIC PLANTS 
a 
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short distance from the city’s famed 
Ferry Building. 

Chief Sullivan paid high tribute to the 
large turnout of the off-shift. More than 
500 men and officers reported for duty 
and went into service with reserve and 
auxiliary apparatus. 


News of the Manufacturers 
(Continued from page 173) 
water facilities, flow measuring instru- 
ments, thermometric equipment, pres- 
sure measuring devices and other appa- 


ratus, complete experimental shop facil- 
ities are available for the fabrication of 
special parts and complete working 
models 


Activities are under the direction of 
A. E. Reinhardt, formerly staff member 
at M.I.1 


/ 
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New Literature on the Wheat 
DeLuxe Spotlight 


The Koehler Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Inc., Marlboro, Mass., has issued 
a catalog sheet describing its new Wheat 
rechargeable spotlight. 

This light has the advantages of a 
2500 foot beam; 25,000 candle power and 





Wheat Rechargeable Spotlight 


1000-hours-operation, and other features, 
all described in the catalog sheet. The 
literature also pictures and briefly de- 
lscribes the Wheat Individual Charger 
| for operation on Wheat lights. 


The Round Table 


(Continued from page 171) 
use regular police force for fire work. 
| believe fire police would be very 
helpful to cities without an organized 
force in clearing the way to 





police 

| fires, roping off the fire area and keep- 

| ing people out of the way. 

|W. P. Dean, Chief, Little Rock, Ark.; 

H. P. Constantine, Chief, Bangor, 
Me.; P. J. Daly, Chief, Toledo, Ohio; 
Wilbur T. Wright, Chief, Amsterdam, 
N. Y., and William F. Cowden, Chief, 
Philadelphia, Pa., 


communities do not 


report that their 
use fire police. 
| The regular police department per- 
| forms the duties that would be 
covered by such positions. 


| Purdue Plans Annual 
Arson Course 


| For the third consecutive year, the 
annual specialized training course in ar- 
|son investigation and detection will be 
conducted at Purdue University, La- 
fayette, Ind. Prof. J. L. Lingo, director 
of Purdue’s Public Safety Institute, has 
announced the dates of the course as 
April 22-25, 1947. 
The course is expected to bring to- 
gether outstanding specialists from the 
fire and police fields for study and dis- 
cussion of arson problems. It is con- 
ducted by the Indiana Fire Service 
| Training Schools and the Public Safety 
Institute of Purdue with the cooperation 
of local, state and national organizations 
linterested in the problems of incendiary 
fires. The school was established in 1945. 
Information concerning the 1947 
course may be had from The Director, 
Arson Training Course, Public Safety 
| Institute, Purdue University, Lafayette, 
Ind. 
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Southeastern Michigan Chiefs 
Elect Officers 


n- 


od The Southeastern Michigan Fire 
at Chiefs’ Association elected the follow- 

ing officers for the vear 1947: Chief Orie 
a A Hand, Lincoln Park, Pres.; Chief 
nd 








ELKHART 


DEPENDABLE EQUIPMENT FOR 
| EVERY FIRE DEPARTMENT NEED 





Do not buy equipment without first 





consulting the Elkhart catalog. Let 
it be your guide to quality products. 





PARTIAL LIST OF ELKHART PRODUCTS 


Leader line sets « Hose pipes + Playpipes 
and holders + Spanners + Nozzles of all 
kinds - Axes - Couplings + Shut-off Noz- 





Orie A. Hand 


res zles - Extinguishers - Hose clamps + Fire 
: . 

The hose test pump «+ Fire hose couplings + 
de- Cam Waldorf, Trenton, first vice-pres- | 


. = - ie villain 
ger ident; Chief Frank Durbin, Hazel Hydrant ~~ Pomp valves. 
Parks, second vice-president; Chief | 
Harold Gloyd, Murray Corp. of Amer-| 
ica, secretary-treasurer. 

During the past year the Association 


ELKHART BRASS MANUFACTURING CO., Inc. 























conducted many instructive and inter- | ELKHART, INDIANA 
esting meetings and demonstrations. | 
ork. Nearly all its members are members of | 
ery the Internatienal Association of Fire : ; "7 Y uti 
ized Chiefs and the National Fire Protection | : 
to Association. The chiefs, both municipal | 
ep- and industrial, take an active interest in | 
the Annual Michigan Fire College. 
rk.; (aeweee 
gor, 
hio; ' 
am, Instructors’ Conference Sets | 
~ New Record 
lice. The Nineteenth Annual Fire Depart- 
per: ment Instructors’ Conference, held at 
be Memphis, Tenn., on January 7-10, set a 
new record in attendance. Nearly 650 
were registered. 
An outstanding technical program 
was presented, with due emphasis as 
usual on new developments in the 
science of fire prevention and control. 
the Secause of the heavy attendance this 
| ar- year, it was necessary to transfer the 
be meetings from the Fire Headquarters . : : i 
— oo to the auditorium at the Perel Renee See aE ae 
.~ ; nines ag where larger facilities have found MINERALIGHT, the portable Ultra-Violet 
as . 
Richard E. Vernor is hair . : 
e as Harry K. Rogers 7 oS j lamp, invaluable in tracing fire origins. MINERALIGHT 
‘ae Emmett T. Cox, Secretary, of the Con- : ‘ 
ae ference, the address of which is P. O. readily detects fluorescent clues. Completely portable, this 
dis- 30x 1089, Chicago 90, III. : 
con- 4 ‘ Ultra-Violet unit is ideal for on-the-scene investigation. 
rvice : se : 
afety Calif Convention Dates Set ; ; Laboratory units are also available in 110 volt A.C. 
ation = : : 2 
tions _ The California State Firemen’s Asso- Hoge? 3 For complete information, write for bulletin F-200 
liary ciation will hold its 25th Annual Con- : 
1945. vention at Hobergs in Lake County as 
1947 the guest of Fire Chief George Hoberg 
ctor, and of Hoberg’s Fire Department, on “ , 
afety September 23 to 26, 1947. nae PRODUCTS, INC. 
vette, _ The next convention of the Northern| | 
pny ag a nige eg per 5205 Santa Monica Bivd., Los Angeles 27, Calif. 
s on May 3 an . 
4, 1947, 
Ie shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Better 


FIRE STATION DESIGN 





THE AIR-CONDITIONING 


FIRE HOSE DRYER 


In eliminating the unsightly hose tower 
and cumbersome rack and the “dead” 
space they involve your architect can 
plan a really attractive station of func- 
tional design. The thousands of dollars 
saved in construction costs could provide 
a lot of other needed equipment. DON’T 
give your modern fire dept. an old- 
fashioned home. 


Better 
HOSE DRYING 


Chiefs and firemen prefer this modern 
ELECTRO-MECHANICAL DRYER 
because it: (1) does a better job in a 
fraction of the time; (2) saves most of 
the hard work; (3) takes up so little 
floor space; (4) is ideal for hose storage; 
(5) lessens need for large hose reserves; 
(6) dries clothing as well as hose. 


CIRCUL-AIR is ideal for fire stations 
of any size ... indeed many larger cities 
have re-ordered for additional houses 
after initial installations have proved it 
the fastest, easiest and most economical 
drying medium. 





575 East Milwaukee Street 
DETROIT 2 MICHICAN 
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Volunteer Firemen Compensation | 


in Nebraska 


The Nebraska Supreme Court, in 
|holding the Village of Hemingford, 
| Neb., liable for compensation for an in- 
volunteer fireman, 


Legislature, when it brought employes 


|of a municipality under that act, intend- 


ed that all regularly enrolled volunteer 
firemen should be included, whether by 
appointment or contract of hire, ex- 
press or implied, oral or written. Where 
has a regularly organized fire 
court says that any 
as distinguished from the pure- 
ly volunteer fire fighter, falls within the 
classification of municipal employes. 





Seton and Answers 








Pumper Capacity 
To the Editor: 

Assume that a thousand gallon en- 
gine is pumping through four lines of 
hose of different lengths, all having 
l-inch tips. What engine pressure 
| would be needed to supply each line 
| with an efficient stream. I have not 
| given the lengths of lines as I thought 
|you would give me the maximum 
|amount of hose which could be used 
|in a layout of this type. e. oh 


Answer: The limiting factor on the 


said that the | 





| layout you give is the maximum length | 


lof the longest line which with a 1-inch | 
|tip will have a satisfactory nozzle pres- 
sure. 


Assuming that 40 pounds on the 1- 
inch nozzle is the minimum we could 
consider satisfactory, this line will be 
900 feet in length. 
| For the sake of variety, we will make 
each succeeding line of the four 100 feet 
less in length 

Thus we will have 
following lengths: 900 
700 feet and 600 feet. 

The pressure at the l-inch nozzle on 
the 900-foot line will be 40 pounds, anc 
the gallons discharged, 187. 
pressure on the 800-foot 
and the gallons 


four lines of the 
feet, 800 feet, 


Che nozzle 
line will be 43.2 pounds, 
discharged, 195. 

On the 700-foot line, nozzle pressure 
is 46.7 pounds, and the discharge in gal- 
lons per minute, 203. 

Nozzle pressure on the 600-foot 
will be 50.8 pounds, and the 
in gallons per minute, 212. 

Thus the total discharge will be 797 
gallons per minute at 120 pounds pump 
pressure 

It would be possible to have a higher 
pump pressure, but fewer lines could 
|then be supplied. 


line 
discharge 


| When to Do Ventilation 
| To the Editor: 

In a recent examination there is a 
|multiple ehoice question which reads 
as follows: 

“Upon arrival at a fire, ventilation 
should start (a) immediately ; (b) not 
until lines are laid and ready to oper- 
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DAVY 


automatic 


FIRE ESCAPE 


An absolute necessity in every fire depart- 
ment, eliminates carrying people down lad- 
ders. Five times as fast as old ladder 
methods—with absolutely no danger to either 
firemen or rescued person. Lowers adults or 
children at about equal rate (2 feet per 
second). When one victim is on the ground 
another strap is at the window ready for 
second victim or fireman who makes the 
rescue. Get one now, convince yourself, chief, 
and you'll put them on every ladder truck. 
Hotel model fastens inside window frame. This 
model should be recommended by fire in- 
spectors for every hotel, rooming house and 
institution in town. It's a lifesaver! 

Avoid strain and weight on extended ladders— 
no deaths or injuries from deadweight han- 
dling on icy or wet rungs. 


e DEALERS - 


Fire Depts. everywhere are in ag need of the 

“DAVY” Automatic FIRE ESCAPE. Sell one model 
to all fire depts., sell another model to hotels, etc. 
Write for dealer proposition. 














DAVY AUTOMATIC 
FIRE ESCAPE CO 


1339 S. Salina Street, Syracuse 4, N. Y. 
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ate; (c) not until water is being 
played on the fire; (d) when ordered 
to do so by commanding officer.” 

There has been much discussion on 
this question, and we would like to 
have it cleared up. 


M. M.O. 


Answer: The multiple choice state- 
ment which you give is not clear in one 
respect. It does not state the rank in the 
department which you must assume in 
answering this question. 

Ordinarily, if a lieutenant arrives at a 
fire, and a higher officer reaches the 
blaze simultaneously, ventilation is usu- 
ally done only upon the order of the 
commanding officer. On the other hand, 
if you are a lieutenant or a captain in 
charge of a company, and are on a still 
alarm, then you would be authorized to 
operate as you see fit. In this latter 
case, ventilation would not be performed 
until a line, or lines, is ready to follow 
immediately when the building is 
opened. 


Maximum Discharge from 
Pumper 
To the Editor: 

Is # possible for any fire pump of a 
rated capacity of 750 gallons per min- 
ute to pump 1252 gallons per minute 
from draught in any Underwriters’ 
test © 

W.S.E. 


Answer: You state that the pump is 
undergoing Underwriters’ test. It is as- 
sumed, theretore, that it is discharging 
at 120 pounds pump pressure. In this 
case, it is very unlikely that a pump, 
with 750 gallons capacity, can deliver 
1,252. Such a performance would repre- 
sent a 67 per cent excess capacity. 

On the other hand, some manufactur- 
ers in the past have sold 750- and 1,000- 
gallon pumpers with identical engines. 
In this case, if the machine is being 
tested as a 750-gallon pump, you would 
get a great deal excess capacity, as you 
will appreciate. 

After all, there is no universal method 
of rating a pumper as to discharge. 
There is nothing to prevent a manufac- 
turer, for example, from selling a 1,000- 
gallon pump for a 500-gallon, if he 
wishes to give the buyer so much more 
for his money. 

This much can be said: A 750-gallon 
pumper should not be expected to give 
anywhere near 67 per cent excess ca- 
pacity during an Underwriters’ test at 
draft. 





| World Wide Fire News 
| By Roi B. Woolley 











Cargo Ship Fire Starts Brush Fire! 


3elieve it or not, but in February a 
burning cargo ship started a number of 
brush fires that gave Riverhead, L. I., 
firemen a busy time. 

The cargo ship, vintage of World War 
I, laid up as a breakwater in Long 
Island Sound off Roanoke, sprouted a 
lively fire—cause: said to be adventur- 
ous youths. 











195 





TO KEEP IN STEP... 





Every so often letters come in from Fire Companies asking 
to have their Hale Pumps removed from old apparatus and in- 
stalled in a new chassis—pumps that have given consistently 
dependable service for 15 to 23 years and that are still in 
excellent condition. 


We appreciate the compliment . . . but the idea is not 
sound. Why? Because increased engine speeds and much 
greater horsepower make it exceedingly impractical to hook up 
a 1924 pump with a 1947 engine. 


The proper solution is to specify one of the current model 
Hale Pumps thoroughly in step with modern engines. 


HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY 
CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 
“Fire Pumps in All Standard Capacities” 














DEPENDABLE 


STERLING MODEL ''M" 


GENERAL ALARM SIREN 


SIRENS— You Can Depend On It ALWAYS 


S T E R L I N G 


A NAME YOU CAN DEPEND ON 


in Silver or in 





| An absolutely dependable, tried and proven siren for communities of all sizes. Loud, clear, 


simple to install and no maintenance to bother with. Embodying the "know how” of the 
oldest and largest makers of siren signals in the fire field. Write for descriptive literature 
and list of towns using the model "M." 


ALSO... 
MANUPACTURERS OF A 
COMPLETE LINE OF 
APPARATUS SIRENS 


STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., Inc. 
Rochester, New York 


55 Allen Street 








We shall appreciate your mentioning FrrE ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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FIREMEN PREFER... 
Aluminum FIRE LADDERS 





ALUMINUM IS LIGHT 
When time is precious and manpower is at a premium, light-weight 
Aluminum Ladders are your most efficient life-saving and fire-fighting tools 
for they require fewer firemen to raise and operate them successfully. 


ALUMINUM IS STRONG 
Available in 1, 2, 3 and 4-section models, every Aluminum Ladder is 
heavily riveted and constructed of high-tensile-strength Aluminum Alloy. 
The corrugated rungs are securely fastened with aluminum expansion bush- 
ings, with the result that the rungs never become loose or break off. 


ALUMINUM IS DURABLE 
Practically all of the ALUMINUM FIRE LADDERS purchased since 
1936 are still in use today. Being fireproof and rust proof they last longer 
than other types. Write for Complete Information. 


“Original Manufacturers of Aluminum Ladders” 


Aluminum Ladder SSE 


200 Carbis Street 
Worthington, Pa. 














DUAL PURPOSE © 


HERE'S THE PUMP THAT GIVES BOTH 


1 INCH SOLID 
STREAM 


AND 


FOG 


IT’S 5 WAYS BETTER 


Barton-American’s Gear Driven 
Front Mounted Centrifugal Fire 
Pump can be installed in a few 
hours’ time. 


Delivers 60-90 GPM at 600 lbs. pressure 
with FOG nozzle and 200 GPM through 
22" line with 1” SOLID STREAM nozzle 


for Work -.. at engine speeds equal to only 40 mph. 





Front mounted construction leaves room for 
AMERICAN = MARSH 1000 feet of 242” hose plus 500 gallon 
PUMPS, INCORPORATED booster tank. Pumps dirty water with min- 
BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN imum loss of efficiency. 













FIRE ENGINEERING 


Sparks from the flames, carried 1,000 
feet by the wind, touched off the drv 
brush over a wide area, despite the fact 
that it was a cold, wintry day. 

* * 


Report Many Dead in Philippine Blast 


A Manila correspondent reported that 
eighteen persons were killed, many miss- 
ing and several injured February 14, 
when a pile of TNT exploded at the 
United States Thirteenth Air Force am- 
munition depot at Bauan, in the province 
of Batangas. The biast, it is said, 
wrecked many houses and was heard 
for thirty miles. Most of the casualties 
were civilian drivers and laborers, trans- 
porting boxes of TNT from the depot 
to the seaport. 

The night before, a series of explo- 
sions occurred in the same town when 
bombs exploded in a disposal area and 
three unidentified American soldiers 
were reported killed. The explosions 
continued until the 14th. Military au- 
thorities ordered the evacuation of peo- 
ple in the surrounding area as a pre- 
cautionary measure. 

* * * 


Many Die in China Ship Fire 


An undetermined number of Chinese 
—variously estimated at from fifty to 
136—were_ killed when fire swept 
through the 1,700-ton Chinese river 
steamboat Saion, on February 4. 

Many others of the vessel’s 470 pas- 
sengers and crew were reported missing, 
and authorities expressed fear that the 
charred hulk would give up even more 
bodies. Scores of passengers, most of 
them Chinese, leaped overboard to es- 
cape the raging flames, numbers of them 
being drowned, according to reports. 

The cause of the fire was not dis- 
closed. 

* * * 


Shanghai Firemen Quit 


From Shanghai word comes that the 
city’s 514 firemen resigned in a body on 
February 14, protesting unsubstantiated 
charges that they demanded gold bar 
bribes before fighting a fire on Chinese 
New Year’s Day, January 22. 

In a letter to the director of the City 
Fire Brigade, the fire fighters said it 
was impossible for them to carry out 
their duties. They would be charged 
with theft if they entered a building to 
fight a blaze, they declared, and would 
be charged with negligence if they re- 
mained outside. Director Chow Chae 
hsiang said he would appeal to the fir’ 
men to remain on the job. 

*~ * 


Plane Fire Threatens Airmen 


Nine of ten Americans, crew of a 
Boeing flying boat, were hospitalized 
suffering from burns after a_ plane 
caught fire at its moorings at Gibraltar, 
during a fifty-mile-an-hour gale. All had 
to jump into a rough sea and hang on 
to buoys until rescued. 

The Navy sent the fireboat Endeavor 
to fight the flames but stormy weather 
made the work difficult, and after burn- 
ing for three and a half hours, the plane 
exp!oded. 

The plane had arrived the day before 
from Bermuda, making a 3,200 mile trip 
en route to Greece in nineteen hours and 
twenty minutes. fs 

*« a2 


Many Escape Chicago Plane Fire 


When a Northwest Air Lines DC-4 
passenger plane caught fire as it landed 
at Chicago’s Municipal Airport, thirty- 
seven passengers and the crew of four 


It will help if you will mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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PROTECTION 
YOU CAN SEE THROUGH 


~ 








Greater Area of Vision 
is Yours with the 

ACME Full-Vision 

“FD” Gas Mask 

Here's the gas mask that lets 


you see what you're doing in 


fighting, fire. Acme's large, 


clear, non-distorted lenses assure 
greater vision in every direction 


than other types. 


There are other reasons, too, for the 
ever-growing preference for this dis- 
tinctive gas mask. Acme's Dead Air 
Check Valve 


carbon dioxide the wearer rebreathes. 


limits the amount of 


Acme's FD cannister protects against 
smokes, fumes, dusts, mists and gases. 


It's so effective, it will eliminate even 





cigarette smoke. 


For protection, comfort and time-sav- 
ing adjustability, it will pay you to 
specify dependable Acme equipment. 
Write for details. 


ACME PROTECTION 
EQUIPMENT CO. 


3037 WEST LAKE STREET 
CHICAGO 12, ILLINOIS 





escaped, but the $400,000 plane and pas- 
sengers’ baggage and some sacks of mail 
were lost. 

Two young stewardesses, Miss Leta 
Knapp and Miss Betty Bell, directed the 
escape of the passengers in orderly 
fashion, the pilots being the last to leave. 
The plane, inbound from Minneapolis, 
lost a left landing gear as its wheels 
touched the snow-covered ground. The 
left wing scraped the ground and the 
left inboard engine and left wing burst 
into flames. 

Airport and Chicago Municipal fire- 
fighters were unable to save the plane 
from the intense flames, fed by quan- 
tities of gasoline. 

* * 
G.I.'s Die in Iceland Fire 


Two American soldiers were burned 
to death when fire, whipped by a fifty- 
five-mile gale, destroyed two Quonset 
huts used as crash stations at Keflavik 
Airport, Reykjavik, Iceland, February 
22. Twelve other men in the huts es- 
caped injury. 

The fire, caused by an explosion in an 
oil-fueled water heater in one of the 
huts, spread so rapidly that both struc- 
tures were destroyed within five min- 
utes. 

x * * 
Ship Safety Regulations Waived? 


Testimony of Commodore H. C. Shep- 
heard, head of the Coast Guard’s ma- 
rine safety division, before the House 
Merchant Marine Committee in Febru- 
ary, disclosed the information that safe- 
ty regulations were waived for the liner 
Washington, despite its being as “haz- 
ardous” as its sister-ship, the Manhat- 
tan, which burned at sea. 

Commodore Shepheard said his or- 
ganization -reluctantly approved opera- 
tion of the Washington in the Atlantic 
service after being urged to do so by 
the Maritime Commission which, he 
added, was working under a White 
House directive to all government agen- 
cies to cooperate fully in the program 
for moving displaced persons and re- 
turning Americans from abroad. 


Peacetime "Bombing" 


A mysterious twelve-foot projectile, 
weighing several hundred pounds, fell 
from the skies upon a parking lot in 
Los Angeles, Calif., but fortunately 
caused no injuries and little damage. 
Part of its fin-like tail broke off and 
landed on a roof. 

The missile turned out to be equip- 
ment accidentally dropped from an army 
plane making tests. It carried no explo- 
sive charge and there was no fire. 

In Hollywood, citizens flooded the po- 
lice and fire department switchboards 
with reports of a midair explosion but 
police said they had no reports of in- 
juries and presumed the blast may have 
been conected with the filming of a pic- 
ture. 

* * * 


Hot Off the News Ticker 


; A small fire at the Capitol power 
plant, Washington, D. C.,_ several 
blocks from the Capitol itself, was 
quickly extinguished. . . . Police report- 
ed two patients missing after a fire had 
destroyed the Inverness County Mental 
Hospital in the Cape Breton Island vil- 
lage of Mabou, N. S. The damage was 
estimated at $200,000. . . .-Sixteen vet- 
erans and their families lost their pro- 
spective homes when fire of undeter- 
mined origin partly destroyed a_ bar- 
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17 \ i: LIV ES! 
ras atarine FAST! 


SPEED RESCUE WORK 


with this amazing hi-speed 





\ 


QUICKLY CUTS THRU 
ALL METALS 


Stainless or Monel 
Corrugated or Plain 


Other Materials 





AIR-COOLED 
HAND GRIP 






DETACHABLE HANDLE 


An Indispensable Fire-Fighting Tool 


The Saw-Gun is an amazingly efficient 
Portable Power Saw that speedily cuts 
thru all metals, wood and other materials, 
Firemen equipped with this essential res- 
cue tool can get at a fire or entrapped per- 
sons QUICKLY! Cuts rapidly thru heavy 
gauge steel. No need to waste precious 
time removing iron gratings, or other ob- 
structions . . . cut them out of the way 
with the Saw-Gun! Saves time! Saves 
lives! 


Easily attaches to any electric or air- 
drill, or flexible shaft. Uses ordinary hack 
saw blade for cutting. Very simple to 
operate. 


Modern fire-fighters require modern 
tools. The Saw-Gun will prove an ex- 
tremely valuable addition to your present 
equipment. Get all the details NOW! 


SEE YOUR JOBBER OR WRITE 


W. H. HOWLAND 


2533 East 73rd Street 
Chicago 49, Illinois 
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A Bible of 


Instruction 





® For the Chief who wants 
to train his men — 


® For the ambitious Fire 
Fighter studying for pro- 
motion — 


PROMOTIONAL 
STUDY COURSE 
FOR FIREMEN 


By Fred Shepperd, B.Sc., M.E. 


Published in response to numerous 
requests from fire department of- 
ficers and men working for ad- 
vancement, this book embraces the 
famous "Promotional Study Course" 
which ran serially in FIRE ENGI- 
NEERING and proved to be so tre- 
mendously popular. Covering in 
chapter esses most of the im- 
portant phases of fire protection 
promotional study—mainly in ques- 
tions and answers form—all of it in 
the concise style generally used and 
preferred by civil service examiners. 


To fire chiefs and other officials 
responsible for preparing examina- 
tions, this book will be found most 
helpful. And it is a mighty good 
reason, too, why fire officers and 
men should find it of estimable 
value in studying for advancement. 


$ 3-00 rostrai 
CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN 
PUBLISHING CORP. 


24 W. 40th St., New York 18, N. Y. 








racks-type building under construction 
at the government housing project in 
Chicago, Ill... . Almost halfway across 
the Atlantic, a Pan American Clipper 
raced back to Gander, Newfoundland, 
after developing an engine fire. The 
- w extinguished the blaze before the 
landing, the thirty-five passengers being 
unaware of their narrow escape. . 
Edward Pasicca, 15, New York public 
school pupil, collected some gunpowder 
(in some pe ato way), drilled a hole 
in a block of wood, plugged it with gun- 
powder, inserted a wick, sealed it and 
took the contraption to school, where 
he ‘experimented’ with it—fortunately 
in a washroom. He went to Coney Is- 
land Hospital with eye, face and leg in- 
juries.... h More than 160,000 gallons of 
gasoline were destroyed in burning of a 
fuel dump at Tamatave, chief port on Is- 
land of Madagascar. Police of El 
Paso, Tex., answering a call on White 
Oak Street, found the nelle liter- 
ally “crying” for help. Investigation 
showed that boys playing on a vacant lot 
had stumbled across more than a dozen 
tear gas canisters, presumably old Army 
equipment, had broken several and the 
wind did the rest. ... . Sirens that used 
to do war duty in Atlantic City have 
been employed to invoke a curfew law 
for children under sixteen in the effort 
to halt juvenile delinquency. . . . Ap- 
proximately a quarter of a million dol- 
lars worth of United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation food and clothing intend- 
ed for Philippine relief were destroyed 
in a fire that razed a warehouse in the 
Islands. Undetermined number of 
passengers and crew of 7,219-ton Brit- 
ish steamship Samwater were lost after 
a fire caused abandonment of vessel 
during trip from Liverpool to Australia. 

Authorities in England decided not 
to accept suggestion that Army flame 
throwers be used to melt snow which 
was blocking coal trains during recent 
severe blizzards. The throwers were 
tried out on the London, Midland & 
Scottish Railroad, and melted the snow 
all right—but also the rails. Further- 
more, the ties were burned through! 
... Fire Chief William Garvin of Yon- 
kers, N. Y., investigating a fire in a 
local tavern, picked up what he thought 
were lamp bulbs, but discovered he had 
two hand grenades. A handful of bullets 
were also found. 


x * * 


City of a Milion Has Volunteer Department 


A correspondent writes: “Imagine a 
city of nearly one million protected only 


by a volunteer fire department.” sy 
North American standards that is fan- 
tastic, but it’s true, nevertheless. The 


city is Santiago, Chile. 

Nearly all Santiago’s firemen are vol- 
unteers, recruited from the ranks of in- 
dustrialists, merchants, tailors, sales- 
men and so on. They receive no reward 
for their services, and even have to buy 
their own uniforms. It is considered a 
mark . honor to be a fireman and sons 
of the best families are on the fire force. 

Whenever a fireman dies in line of 
duty, a plain black pennant is hung out- 
side the Santiago fire houses. 

Santiago’s firemen are far from busy, 
measured by the standards of their 
United States brothers. This is to a 
large extent due to the mild climate, 
and the fact that the population is being 
introduced to Calefaccién central—cen- 
tral heating, also. Santiagoans do not 
“build to burn” as do their northern 
neighbors. 
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Have you your 


“AMERCO” CRASH AXE? 


—no equipment is complete without it. 


IT CHOPS, RIPS AND 
CUTS THRU METAL 


Designed originally for the U. S. Air Force 
—this tough and effective tool is now avail- 
able for fire fighter and civilian use. 


Indestructible — all steel — one piece — this 
world’s finest CRASH AXE is fast replac- 
ing clumsy old style axes on all fire and 
crash equipment. 





Specifications: 
Weight, 2% pounds; Length, {5 inches; 
Hard rubber handle insulated for 20,000 volts. 


Price: $7.50 











The “AMERCO” CRASH AXE is scien- 
tifically balanced — has a terrific wielding 
force — is particularly suited for working 
in close quarters. 


Distributors’ Inquiries Invited 


AMERICAN MERCANTILE CO.,1NC. 


33 West 42nd Street. New York City 18 




















BODY-GUARD 


BUNKER SUITS 


FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 





WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
SIREN BOOTS 
We have been supplying FIREMEN'S 


CLOTHING for over 25 years. 
Any fireman can have a catalog by writing— 


BODY-GUARD 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


ST. JOSEPH MISSOURI 
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Mar. 22—NEW JERSEY STATE FIRE 
Cc HIEFS’ ‘ASSOCIA TION. Annual meeting, 
Harrison, N. J. Secretary, Fred Trowbridge, 
Morristown, N. J. 

Mar. 25-22—-GREATER NEW YORK SAFETY 
COUNCIL. Annual meeting, Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania, New York, N. Y. Chairman of Attend- 
ince Committee, T. J. Berk, Greater New York 
Safety Council, 60 East 42nd Street, New York 
wd N. 


as ie 

A 22-23—TRAINING COURSE IN ARSON 
INVESTIGATION AND DETECTION. Third 
innual meeting, Purdue University, Lafayette, 
Ind. Director, Professor J. L. Lingo, Indiana 
Fire Service Training Schools, Purdue Univer- 
sity, Lafayette, Ind. 

May 3-4-NORTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRE 
CHIEFS ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, 
Hobergs, Ca 

May 6-8 PRESIDENT’S CONFERENCE ON 
FIRE PREVENTION. National conference. 
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dene ae D. C. General Chairman, Major | 


General Philip B. Fleming, U. S. Army, Fed- 
eral Works Agency Building, Washington, 
D 
May 20-23-IOWA FIRE SCHOOL. Annual 
meeting, Marshalltown, Ia. Director, R. C 


syrus, Fire Protection Engineer, Iowa State 


College, Ames, Ia. 

May 26-22—NEW MEXICO STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting and Fire 
School, Carlsbadt, N. M. Secretary-Treasurer, 
Theodore A. Rosenwald, 213 S. Tulane, Albu 
querque. 

June 9-11—NEW YORK STATE FIRE CHIEFS’ 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Rochester, 
N. Y. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Henry F. 
Drake, Clinton Corners, N. 

June 10-13—ILLINOIS F IREMEN’S COLLEGE. 
rhirty third annual meeting, University of Ili 
nois, Champaign-Urbana, Ill. Secretary, Illinois 
Firemen’s Association, Inc., Chief R. W. Alsip, 
Champaign, IIl. 

June 18 NORTHWESTERN VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, 
Napoleon, Ohio. Secretary, Napoleon Fire De 
partment, Earl Campbell. 

June 18-26-MARYLAND STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Frostburg, 
Md. Secretary, B. R. Benson, 303 Bosley Ave- 
nue, Towson 4, Md. 

July 28-31I—WEST VIRGINIA STATE FIRE 
SCHOOL. Annual meeting, West Virginia 
University, Morgantown, W. Va. R. E. Hanna, 
Jr., Fire Service Extension School, School of 
Mines, West Virginia, Morgantown, W. Va. 

July 28-Aug. 1 PENNSYLVANIA FIRE 
SCHOOL. Ninth annual meeting, Lewistown, 
Pa. Director, Edgar A. Spotz, Adviser, Fire 
Service Training, Public Service Institute, 
Harrisburg, Pa 


Aug. 4#5— WISCONSIN PAID FIREMEN’S | 


ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin. Secretary, John Kromel, 4042 
Sheridan Road, Kenosha, Wis. 

Aug. 12-15 DOMINION ASSOCIATION OF 
FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, London, Ont. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Allan H. Clark, 
Lakefield, Ont. 

Aug. 16—-BALTIMORE COUNTY VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual conven- 
tion, Lutherville, Md. Secretary, W. A. Cheno- 
with, Milford Road, Pikesville 8, Md. 

Aug. 19-22-INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Hotel 
Pennsylvania, New York, N. Y. Secretary- 
Treasurer, Chief Daniel B Tierney, 8 Robbins 
Road, Arlington 74, Ma 

Sept. 23-26—CALIFORNI ‘A * STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Hoberg’s, 
Cal. 

Sept. 29-Oct. 2-INTERNATIONAL MUNIC- 
IPAL SIGNAL ASSOCIATION. Annual meet- 
ing, Grand Rapids, Mich. Secretary, Irvin 
oe 8 East 4lst Street, New York 17, 


Blighted Areas May Be Razed 


A court suit recently filed in Common 
Pleas court at Philadelphia, Pa., which 
will test legality of the Urban Radieen- 
opment act passed by the 1945 state 
legislature, may have nationwide effect. 

The action will determine whether the 
Philadelphia Redevelopment authority, 
established under terms of the aci, has 
the power to condemn blighted areas 
for rebuilding purposes. 

_ Since the test case will be the first of 
its type to be tried in any court, it is 
expected to serve as a legal basis for 
similar action by other cities and states. 








“HAHN” tire APPARATUS 


SINCE 1907 


FINEST IN THE WORLD * STREAM- 
LINED * BALANCED CHASSIS * 
AMPLY POWERED * VERY EFFICIENT 
PUMPS WITH PLENTY IN’ RESERVE 








HAHN MOTORS, Inc. 


HAMBURG, PA. 


























they’ve got to start FAST! 


You can’t afford to waste time with run- 
down batteries. Keep them at their peak 
with an efficient Tungar* charger. Sim- 
ply attach clips to battery terminals, and 
charge battery during off-duty hours. 
Charges 6- or 12-volt battery in the 
truck. Truck stays on call, always ready 
for action. This heavy-duty model also 
charges two 6-volt batteries at a time. 
Full 6-ampere rate on 6-volt battery. 
For information, write Section A53-335, 
Appliance and Merchandise Department, 
General Electric Co., Bridgeport 2, Conn. 
*Trade-mark Reg. U.S. Pat. Of. 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 
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BRAXMAR 
BADGES 


Standard with firemen for 67 
years. We can now supply nickel 
and chrome badges. 


John O. Veit, Pres. 


Cc. G. BRAXMAR CO., Inc. 
242 W. 55 Street, New York 19, N. Y. 




















WENTWORTH 
FIREMAN’S UNIFORM CAPS 
Union Made Prompt Delivery 





Wentworth Fireman Caps are made of the Highest 
Quality Standard Materials available. They are 
made in all the New and Standard styles by the 
Best Skilled Union Craftsmen. Our 52 years of 
experience and skilled workmen guarantee you 
AMERICA’S GREATEST CAP VALUE in all 
WENTWORTH FIREMAN CAPS. 


Write direct for latest circular and prices 
or see your local dealer. 





WENTWORTH-FORMAN CO., INC. 
21-23 Edinboro St., Boston 11, Mass. 
Manufacturers 
Fireman Cap Specialists for Over 50 Years 




















| following list includes fires of 
$10,000 loss and over in the United States 
and Canada for the month of February, 
1946. 


Month Ending February 28, 1947 


Utica, N. Y.—Six-story Gardner 
the England & McCaffrey Drug Store and 
other business and professional offices, dam- 
aged. Fire began in elevator shaft. 

Fisher’s Island, N. Combination business 
and apt. bldg. owned by Fisher’s Island Farms, 
Inc., damaged and almost completely de- 
stroyed. Exploding oil burner. 

Cortland, N, ¥Y.—Dickinson block in Main street 
destroyed and two adj. structures damaged 
Among the offices damaged were the Cortland 


bldg. housing 


Standard’s newspaper office and job printing 
shop and a dress shop 

Manhattan, Ill.—Stanolind Pipe Line Co., oil 
storage tank, 84,000 barrels of crude oil de- 
stroyed 

Hamburg, N. Y.—The Bellaire & Schroeder 


destroyed. 


Jasket Co. pit. 
.—-Provincial 


Inverness, N. 
colliery damaged. 

Blenheim, Ont.—Southeast bldg. occupied by 
three stores and two apts. damaged. 


Government-owned 


Los Angeles, Cal.—Rinolite Co. and adj. Aggeler 
Musser Seed Co., destroyed. 

Bridgeport, Conn.—Executive wing of Bridge- 
port Brass Co. damaged 

Clinton, Mass.—Wing of Clinton Hospital dam 
agec 

Woburn, Mass.—Town Line, Inc., restaurant 
damaged. 

Conklin, N. Y¥.—Scrap metal plt. of Levine's 


Two oi: tanks damaged 

Meadville, Pa—Bldg. occupied by Marquette 
Furniture Store, Taylor Hose Co. and Polish 
Club, and adj. Watson China Store, damaged 

Sloan, Ia.—Bldg. occupied by Longvell Hardware 
Store and Sloan Star Newspaper, destroyed ; 
adj. Sloan State Bank damaged. 


Firm, Inc., destroyed. 


San Antonio, Tex.—Texas Shade Co. pit. dam- 
agce 

Valdez, Alaska.—Valdez Hospital destroyed. 

Halifax, N. S.—Machine storage bldg., Halifax 
shipyards, destroyed 

Mabou, N. S.—Three stores, Inverness County 


Hospital, destroyed. 

Montreal, Que.—Wholesale grocery firm of D. C 
Brosseau & Co. destroyed. 

Atlanta, Ga.—Two whses. of Zachry Mfg. Co., 
brooms, mops, cleaning compound mfrs. dam 
aged. Grass fire. 

Des Moines, Ia.—Bldg. occupied by Tally Rand 
night club, Trocadero cafe, Pearl’s Curtain 
Laundry, Economy Shop and Pee Wee Coa 
Co., damaged. 

Durham, N. C.—Miller’s trucking center, Hills- 
boro Road destroyed Careless smoking. 

Winston-Salem, N. C.—Love’s Methodist Church, 
nine miles north, destroyed. 

Canton, Ohio—Crystal Park Hardware Co. de- 
stroyed. Adj. cigar store and apts. damaged 

Columbus, Ohio—East Market House destroyed 

Sebring, Ohio—Plt. of Gridley Art Ware Co 
damaged. Explosion of boiler. 

Port Blakely, Wash.—Plant Bainbridge Island 
Review, weekly, destroyed. 

Paris, Tex.—Faugh Motor Co., Paris 
& Storage and Victor Cafe, damaged. 

Jasper, Ga.—Pickens County Court House dam 
aged 

Morris Plains, N. J.- 
garages on Alderney-Brooklawn 
10, destroyed. 


Transfer 


series of 
Route 


Dwelling and 
Farm, 


Riverside, Cal. — First Methodist Episcopal 
Church destroyed. 
Leesburgh, Ohio—Young Furniture Store de 


stroyed: Cole Automobile Agency damaged. 

Sumter, S. C.—Finishing dept. of Korn Indus 
tries, Inc., furniture mfg. co. destroyed. Acety 
lene torch. 

McMinnville, Tenn.—Badger Bldg. occupied by 
Kuhn 5 and 10-cent store, McMinn Grocery 
Store, Creamland Cafe, Bader Produce & Feed 
Co., Jenkins & Darwin Bros. dry goods store 
and City Bank & Trust Co., damaged. 


Galveston, Tex.—Intracoastal Canal, 25 miles 
east, damaged. Two barges collided. 
Mankato, Minn.—Bldg. occupied by Krause 
Photo Studio and apt. of Roy Krause, dam- 
aged. 

Effingham, IlL—Effingham Box Factory on 


property of R. B. Olenick and Leslie E. Hig- 
gins damaged. 

Peoria, Il1.—Glenn 
stroyed. 

Quincy, Il.—Hangar and office bldg. at Quincy 
Flying Service, old municipal airport, destroyed. 

Quincy, Mass.—Talbot-Quincy Co., men’s cloth- 
ing store damaged. Adj. Kemp’s Nut Store 
also damaged. 


Oak Christian Church de- 
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FLAT FOLDING 
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Also made with 


MILDEW- PROOF 
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RaysesTos-MANHATTAN, Inc. 
‘Keep Ahead with Manhattan” 


MANHATTAN RUBBER DIVISION, PASSAIC, N.J. 











Try the ACCEL-O-RATE 
on Your Own Pumper... 


for 30 DAYS!! 

If the Model 2!/, ACCEL-O-RATE 
Jet Pump Booster fails to give you 
over 100 ft. lift and 300 ft. reach— 
return it for full refund. 

The Model 2!/. ACCEL-O-RATE is 
guaranteed to adequately supply a 
/." plus a /," tip, or their fog nozzle 
equivalent—hundreds now in use... . 
can't clog . . . won't fail . . . no moving 


parts to get out of order. 












It’s in action in a mat- 
ter of seconds. 








Easy to carry — light 
weight — weighs only 17 
Ibs. Price only $145.00 — 
fully guaranteed. 


Order today through 
your dealer or write us 
direct. Be sure to specify 
hose thread or preferably 
send us a spare coupling. 


JET PUMP DIVISION 


DERBYSHIRE MACHINE & TOOL CO. 
5222 Belfield Ave., Philadelphia 44, Pa. 





It will help if you will mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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ROSS 


VALVES 


ARE BETTER! 





FOR 
FIRE 
ENGINE 
RELIEF 


All Bronze con- 
struction. Internal 
Pilot operated. 
(Super - structure 
chrome plated 
when specified.) 





Model 16 WR 


Pressure range 20 Ibs. to 300 Ibs. 
furnished with heating jacket. 






FIRE 
ENGINE 
RELIEF 


VALVE 
WR TYPE 





300 


MODEL 


22 RWR 
TROJAN 


All Bronze — Internal Pilot operated. 
Capacities 0 to 1500 G.P.M. at 120 lbs. 
pressure. Pressure Range 20 lbs. to 300 
lbs. and 20 Ibs. to 750 Ibs. 


HOSE VALVES 
FOR PRESSURE 
REDUCTION 


ALL BRONZE 
construction 
Internal Pilot 

Sizes 
2a x 2/2 inch 
2/2 to 3 inch 













Westport, Mass.—Highway Casino, 
New Bedford Road, destroyed. 

Lansing, Mich.—Harvey Hughes Flying Service 
hangar-shop, Capital City airport, northwest, 
destroyed. 

Hickory, N. C.—Better Built Bedding Co., High- 


way 70, east, destroyed. 


Fall River- 


Fairburn, Ga.—Community locker plt. destroyed. 

Cairo, Ill—Cairo Opera House; bldg. occupied 
by apts. and taxi stand; Cairo News Co.; Wil- 
liams Printing Co. and Odd Fellows Lodge, 
damaged. 

Lynn, Mass.—Coal at Sprague, Breed, Stevens 
and Newhall coal wharf, destroyed. 


Calumet, Mich.—Bon-Ton bldg. occupied by store 
and five apts. destroyed. 

Jackson, Mich.—Consumer Power Co. mfg. gas 
pit. damaged. Gas accumulation set off in 
blower room. 


Benson, Minn.—Quinn Bros. Implement Co. 
damaged. 

Grenada, Miss.—Binswanger Mirror Co. plt. de- 
stroyed. 

Meridian. Miss.—Grocery store and delicatessen 
of W. H. Abraham, damaged. 

Poplarville, Miss.—J. B. White Motor Co. de- 
stroyed; also dwelling of D. B. Sheffield de- 
stroyed. 

St. Joseph, Mo.—Katz drug store destroyed. 

Asheville, N. C.—New Planters tobacco whse., 
near Biltmore, destroyed. 

Ithaca, N. ¥Y.—Seeley Feed Mill, frame structure, 
destroyed and Tri-State Egg Co. brick bldg 
gutted. 

Syracuse, N. Y.—Drake & Mills Oil Co., Inc., 
fuel oil storage tank, just beyond northern city 
line of Syracuse, destroyec 

Cambria, Va.-—Bank of Cambria, ‘‘Mirk-or-Mack” 
grocery store, Comer’s grocery store, Stone & 
Goldsmith beer and wine distributors, Howard 


Sane Coal Co., Modern Plumbing and Heat- 

ing Co. storeroom, H. W. Bailey restaurant and 
poolroom, W. C. Mitchell storage room and 
two dwellings, destroyed. ee 

Edmonton, Alta.—Herman Kittilitz Machine Co 
and wing of South Edmonton bldg. damaged. 
Gasoline tank explosion. 

Atikokan, Ont.—Temporary 

ron Mines destroyed. 

Hudson, Ont.—Garage of Patricia Transportation 
Co. destroyed. 

Texarkana, Ark.—Princess theatre, Bryces’ cafe- 
teria and coffee shop, Four States Business Col- 
lege and Mayflower soda grill damaged. 

Mountain View, Ark.—One-fourth of the business 
district of this remote north-central Arkansas 
town with a population of about 1,500 was de- 
stroyed by fire. Eleven business establishments 
were destroyed and several others were badly 
damaged. The same business area was gutted 
by fire eleven years ago. 

New Milford, Conn.—Apt. section of creamery 
dwelling bldg. on dairy farm of Walter Medi 
cott, Chestnut Land District, destroyed 

Georgetown, Dela.—Plt. of Stokely Poultry Co 
destroyed. 

Troy, Ohio—Troy Country Club destroyed. 

Abilene, Tex.—Abilene Hall of Hardin Simmons 
University damaged 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Har Zion Synagogue destroyed 

Kingsport, Tenn.—Store of United 
Stores, Inc., destroyed. 

Nashville, Tenn.—Whse. 
Co., Radnor Yards, destroyed. 

Richmond, Va.—Dormitory at Virginia Industrial 
School for Girls, destroyed. 

| Wyoming, W. Va.—Office of Red 

| Corp. destreyed 


| Quebec, Que.—St. 


shop at Steep Rock 


Furniture 








of Mid-Tennessee Whse 


Jacket Coal 


Louis Hotel damaged. 

Wilmington, Dela.—Bldg. on Frank V. DuPont 
estate, Greenville, occupied by garage, badmin 
minton court, tool house and workshop, de 


stroyed. 
Hazelhurst, Ga. eo High School dam 
aged. Overheated oil stov 


Mt. Olive, Ill.—Main bldg. of Slide 
Engineering Co. destroye 

Yorkville, Ill. ——First Methodist Church destroyed 
Overheated furnace. 

Lynn, Mass.—Bldg. occupied by 30 apts. and 
five stores destroyed. 

Sedalia, Mo.—Office bldg. and storekeeper’s bldg 
at Missouri Pacific Railroad Shops destroyed. 


Rule Scale & 


Sikeston, Mo.—‘‘400 Club,” Highway 60, about 
3 miles west destroyed. 
Hoboken, N. J.—Women’s furnishing store of 











ROSS VALVE MFG. CO. 


P.O. BOX 595 TROY, N. Y. 


Samuel Goldin damaged. Defective wiring. 
North Bergen, N. J.—Plt. of New Jersey Lac 
quer Co. damaged. 
Canandaigua, N. Y.—Whse. of Cooperative Grange 
League Federation destroyed. 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y.—Utility bldg. at Sara- 
toga Spa damaged. Acetylene torch. 

Leland, N. C.—Dwelling of Dexter Raynor, 
Claude Thompson and R. C. Holmes, destroyed. 


Oil heater explosion. 
Canton, Ohio—Pit. 
damaged. 
Blenheim, Ont.—Pit. 
stroyed. 
Hot Springs, Ark.—Kenneth Schweer Cadillac- 
Pontiac garage destroyed. Defective cord. 
Hawkinsville, Ga.—Hawkinsville Dispatch ont 


of Canton Malleable Iron Co. 


of Blenheim Canneries de- 





News, Martin and Thompson theatre and adj. 
offices, destroyed. 
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FOR EVERY EMERGENCY 
CLEAR YOUR WAY 


QDlash\N* Wag 


(Patents and rights protected) 
WIGWAG RED HEAD 


COMBINATION 
FLASHING AND OSCILLATING 
RED BEAM 1,000 FT. AHEAD 


Clears 
Your 
Side of 
Street 
Too! 





SAFER 
QUIETER 
FASTER 
RUNS 


CARPENTER MFG. CO. 


“MASTER-LIGHT MAKERS” 
200 MASTER-LIGHT BLDG. 


BOSTON 45, MASS. 


Chief --- 
COULD YOU 
PUT OUT A 


CHIMNEY FIRE 


FOR 55/¢? 
You CAN witH IMP 


CHIMNEY FIRE 
EXTINGUISHER 














Save rushing to 
chimney fires 
over icy pave- 
ments... 
slippery 
and roofs by us- 
ing IMP Chim- 
ney Fire Extin- , 

guisher. Just throw a 55c package “as is” on 
the hottest part of the fire in the stove, furnace 
or fireplace. The chimney fire will be out in jig- 
time without water or chemical damage. Recom- 
mended by fire chiefs, who always carry IMP 
in their cars for emergencies. Many volunteers 
carry it in their personal cars. 

USE THIS” COUPON FOR YOUR _ORDER 


F. rom FOARD 2 co., —— Conn. 
Please send m fam patnen of IMP. 
I will honor 














FIRE EQUIPMENT DISTRIBUTORS ATTENTION 
Add “IMP"’ Chimney Fire Extinguisher to your line, 
Write today for special distributor pian. 














Georgetown, Ky.—Georgetown’s First Christian 
Church destroyed. 

Ogdensburg, N. Y. 
destroyed. 

oe Pa.—MacLaren sportswear factory 
damagec 


Hotel owned by Mr. Welt, 


Frayser, Tenn.—Seven business places, bldgs. 
owned by Maxie L. Phillips; frozen foods 
locker, containing 50,000 pounds of fresh meat, 
destroyed. 

Springfield, Vt.—Jones & Lamson Machine Co 
oumnges. Overheated oil in degreasing cham 
er 

West —~ Wis.—West Bend Woolen Mills de- 
stroyed. 

Colfax, Wash.—Ackerman Dairy destroyed. 

Ione, Wash.—Jordan Elevator destroyed. 

Albany, Ore.—Ben Franklin Variety Store de- 
stroyed. 

Westlock, Alta.—Garage of Ray Hide, destroyed 

Gananogue, Ont.—Wright Dry Goods Store de 
stroyed. 

New Toronto, Ont.—Fifth Avenue Public School 
destroyed. 

Swansea, S. C.—W. B. Rast & Son veneer plt., 
packaging product mifrs., destroyed. 

Chicago, Ill.—Ivers Art Mfg. Co., picture frame 
firm, destroyed 
Toronto, Ont.—St. 
Cigarette butts. 
Ft. Wayne, Ind.—“L” of business establishments, 
Jefferson & Calhoun streets, including Standard 
Rug & Linoleum Co., Rowlands Furniture Co., 
Hillman China Co., Warner Beauty College, 
Meyer Drug Co., Jay Pants Shop and Jefferson 

Studio damaged. 

Oklahoma City, Okla.—Cheatham Furniture Mig 
Co. pit. damaged. Lacquer fire-vapor ignited 
bv electric light switch. 

Seattle, Wash.—Lane Hotel destroyed. Cigarette. 

Port Alberni, B. C.-Somass Hotel destroyed. 

Toronto, Ont.—Robert Hedley Shoe Co. plt., 
Leaside, destroyed 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Explosion in plt. of O’Connor 
Electro-Plating Corp. destroyed plt. and dam- 
aged approximately 300 dwellings as far as 70 
blocks away 

Sanford, Fla.—Fertilizer and whse. plt. of Nelson 
& Co., Oviedo, destroyed 

Des Moines, Ia.—Troy Laundry damaged. 

Freeport, L. I.—Columbian Bronze Corp.’s pit 
damaged. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 


Michael's College damaged 


-Bldg. occupied by S. A. Scobell 
a refrigeration equipment firm; Pratt 

and whse. of Syracuse Billiard 
and adj. bldg. occupied by Frank 
equip. co.; Lemax Distributing 


Printine Co 
Table Co.; 


Fava, store 


Co.; F.C. Hullar Co., and Pratt Co., damaged 
Brussels, Ont.-—St. John’ s Anglican C ‘hurch de- 
stroved. ; 
San Jose, Cal.-Two whses. operated by Cali 
fornia Prune and Apricot Growers Assn. de 
stroyed 


Brazil, Ind.—Bldg. occupied by Sourwine Theatre 
and apts. destroyed; adj. Elks home damaged 

Harlan, Ky.—-Harlan Baptist Church destroyed. 

Western, Mass.—Pine Brook Valley Country Club 
locker room and garage destroyed. 

Muskegon, Mich.—Steindler Paper Co. whse. de- 


stroyed. 
Bethlehem, Pa.—-Bethlehem Elks Lodge destroyed. 
Dallas, Tex.—Ripley Shirt Mfg. Co. damaged. , 


Salt Lake City, Utah—-Salt Lake Municipal Air 
port No. 2 2 destroyed. 

Witteman. W. Va.—Tipple and bldg. of Puritan 

Coal Corp., near Delbarton, destroyed. 

Timmins, Ont.— Timmins Arena destroyed. 

Anchorage, Alaska—-Palace Hotel destroyed. Ex 
plosion 

Hot Springs, Ark.--Parkway 
stroyed, 

Joiner, Ark.—Shawnee School destroyed. 
tive wiring 

Chicago, IIl.- 
Co. damaged. 

Carsonville, Mich.—Town Hall and community 
bhig. housing fire dept. and water system, de- 
stroyed 

Marine City, Mich.-—-Bldg., business section, occu- 
pied by Miller Store, Beattie grocery, Finster- 
wald clothing store, Erv shoe store, other stores 
and apts., damaged 

Caruthersville, Mo. 
occupied by beauty parlor, 


Tourist Court de 
Defec- 


Former ice house of Consumers 


Old First Natl. Bank bldg., 
Chamber of Com- 


merce, auditing firm and insurance firm, dam- 
aged. : 
Elmira, N. Y¥.—Elmira market place damaged. 


Accumulation of gas 

Utica, N. ¥.—St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church, 
destroyed. 

Henderson, N. C. 
*rice tobacco whse. 
damaged. 

Niles, Ohio—Whse. of Ohio Galvanizing & Mfg. 
Co. damaged. 

Myrtle Beach, S. C.—Five cottages, waterfront, 
Ingram Beach section of Ocean Drive beach, 
destroyed 

Elizabeth City, N. C.— 
garage destroyed. 

Columbia, Pa.—Borough Bldg. 
and five adj. bldgs., destroyed. 

Utica, N. Y.—Bldg. occupied by Mohawk Valley 
Knitting Machine Corp. and frame house be- 


Theatre and High 
Vance Hotel 


Vance 
destroyed. 


Willis Wright Motor Co. 


Opera House 
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CAIRNS 


“FPLINT-FLEX” 


Here’s the latest (No. 725) model of this sturdy 
plastic helmet, designed to take standard front 
pieces interchangeable with CAIRNS regulation 
leather or aluminum helmets. The rugged one- 
piece construction with embossed reinforcing 
ribs is retained. The material is light—insulates 
against heat and electricity—resists crushing or 
fracture. And of course the FLINT FLEX HELMET 
has the removable snap-in CAIRNS CUSHION 
LINING. Prices are moderate—deliveries prompt. 
Write for Catalog 32. 


CAIRNS & BROTHER 
Outfitters to Firemen Since 1836 
(ALLWOOD), CLIFTON, N. J. 











SOME WORDS FOOL YOU 
like 
RAZE 
(to destroy) 
BUT 


WOOSTER BRASS always 
means the BEST in fire equip- 
ment supplies. 


THE WOOSTER 
BRASS CO. 


WOOSTER, OHIO 


When you specify products beer- 
Ing the TRUMPET trademark, you 
can SAVE and BANK on SAFETY. 


RAISE 


(te erect) 











Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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hind plt., destroyed by explosion and subse- 
quent fire. 

Fort Deposit, Ala.—Three bldgs. damaged. 

Oviedo, Fla.—Fertilizer plt. of Nelson & Co. 
damaged. 

Kansas City, Kans.—Plt. of Asphalt Materials 
( damaged. 

Neon, Ky.—Entire business block (including jail, 
two restaurants, grocery, two drygoods stores, 
court bldg., and two dwellings) destroyed. 

Baltimore, Md.—May Co. dept. store damaged. 

Rolla, Mo.—Central States Wholesale Co. bidg., 
idi. to Frisco Railroad tracks, destroyed. 

Elmira, N. Y¥Y.—St. Anthony’s Catholic Church, 
edge of Elmira College campus, northern sec- 

m, destroyed. Gas explosion. 

Washington, Conn.—Bartlett Hall, a dormitory 
it the gunnery school, destroyed. 

Waterbury, Conn.—Mill Plain Union Church 
damaged; adj. gymnasium and bowling alleys 
lamaged. 

Chicago, Ill—Bldg. occupied by two chemical 
companies and five other firms destroyed. 
Neon, Ky.—The town jail and police court, post 
fice, two dept. stores, two restaurants, a 
grocery and a dwelling destroyed ; a dept. 

store on adj. block damaged 

New Brighton, Minn.—Barracks bldg. owned by 
Federal Works Administration, being disman- 
tled for use by University of Minnesota, 
destroyed. 

Fargo, N. D.—Hanson Auto, Diesel and Welding 
School destroyed 

Teleford, Pa.—J. S. Kulp Co. lumber mill and 
idj. dwelling of Jacob Wood, destroyed; also 
several stores, garage, bank and other dwell- 
ings damaged. 

Tomahawk, Wis.—-Jim’s Logging Camp, an inn, 
destroyed. 

Montreal, Que.—Tenement bldg., Central Moun 
tain St., destroyed 

Los Angeles, Cal.——Three bldgs. of Pervo Co., 
paint and varnish mfrs., destroyed Varnish 
in mixing vat ignited 

Chicago, Ill—Kungsholm restaurant bldg. dam 
iged. 

Louisville, Ky.—L. S. Dinkelspiel Co., hide deal 
ers, damaged. 

Auburn, Mass.—Barn of Hillcrest Dairy, Inc 
ind cattle destroyed. 

Detroit, Mich.—Pilt. of Premier Products 
cotton pad and bedding mirs., damaged 

Stanton, Mich.—-Montcalm County garage dam 
get 

Covington, Tenn.—Coving Supply bldg.. a busi 
ness block occupied by Marshall McQuiston 
Dry Goods Co., G. B. & S. Clothing Co. and 
other business urms, damaged 

Bingen, Wash.—-Wheeler Lumber Co. damaged. 

Chewelah, Wash.—Four bldg. of H. Earl Clack 
Oil Distributing Co. damaged. Oil tanker ex- 
plosior 

Yakima, Wash.—Elgin hop kiln destroyed 

San Luis, Colo.—Local hotel, theatre and Del 
fano Salazar Merchandise Store destroyed. Bus 
station and grocery store damaged 

Fort Fairfield. Me. Sam Schriver’s Potato 
House and refrigerator car, Fairmount, eight 
miles north, destroyed 

Lewiston, Me.—Peter Gray Garage, and adj. 
Eastern Fire Protection Co. destroyed. 

Auburn, Mass.—Hillcrest Dairy, Inc., damaged. 

Akron, Ohio—Angelo’s Supper Club, a_ night 
club, destroyed 

East Liverpool, Ohio—Dwelling of Haskell Ad 
kins, St. Clair township, destroyed. Defective 


wiring. 


Swanson New Rockford Chief 
Wayne E. Swanson, 38-year-old Fire 
Captain, became the sixth chief of the 
Rockford, Ill., Fire Department § since 
1880, following an examination held for 
nine candidates for the post to select a 
successor to Chief Thomas D. Blake, 
who retired last November after twenty- 
four years as head of the department. 

Chief Swanson assumed his post 
January 8. He is the son of City Elec- 
trician and Mrs. J. Theodore Swanson. 
He joined the denartment in April, 1930, 
as pipeman with Engine 4, and in Au- 
gust, 1943, was named captain. 

When Chief Blake retired on doctor’s 
orders, the Board called for a chief’s 
examination, in which Swanson, Assis- 
tant Chief Ralph Lund, a member of the 
department for thirty-three years, and 
seven other captains competed. 

The Rockford Fire Department in- 
cludes the chief and ninety-nine men, 
housed in seven stations. There are sev- 
en engine and three ladder companies. 

B. J. Garson 
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Produces 
Tough Long Lasting 
MECHANICAL 
AIR-FOAM 





TRADE MARK 


INSENSITIVE 


TO 


ANY TYPE NOZZLE 
ANY TYPE WATER 
ANY TYPE WEATHER 


Write for descriptive bulletin 


APPROVAL NUMBER EN28/LS/4285 
FOR USE UNDER 
JOINT ARMY-NAVY SPECIFICATIONS C-266 DEC. 4, 1945 


THE MEARL CORPORATION 


153 Waverly Place, New York 14, N. Y. 























Champion Fire Pumps 





NEW 24-PAGE BOOKLET 
IN COLORS 


Write Today For Your Copy 





W. S. DARLEY & CO., CHICAGO 12 
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“All American Choice” 






Made by in 
: nossle 
pioneers manufacture 


INVINCIBLE 


NOZZLES 
F. N. McINTIRE BRASS WORKS 


Successors to A. J. Morse & Son, Inc. 
BOSTON, MASS. 
1837 — 1945 




















FOR THE PROPER CARE 
OF YOUR FIRE HOSE 
DAYTON 
POWERDRAULIC 
EXPANDER 


Expands 

couplings 
from ¥%" 
to 6” size 





Tests hose 
up to 
700 Ibs. 





Extra at- 
tachment 
removes 
old expan- 
sion rings 
from ol 
couplings. 
No man- 
ual effort 
needed. 
oo 


zxewrnkvenawekwekek * HH F 
MORE PRESSURE LARGER MOTOR 
ROOMIER WORK TABLE 
REPLACEMENT SEGMENTS (ALL SIZES) 
FOR ANY OLD HYDRAULIC EXPANDER 





Motor-driven with 4 h.p. 
gear head motor. 





SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED BULLETIN 


DAYTON FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 


1242-48 W. 2ND ST. 











DAYTON 7, OHIO | 





ronnneneany 


Rates are inexpensive. ‘'For 


New York 18, N. Y. 


WANTED 
} and 7% H.P. Air Raid Sirens—used or 
urplus Write Box 10, c/o FIRE ENGINEER- 
ING, 24 West 40th Street, New York 18, N. Y. 


WANTED 


Fire Protection Engineer 
Approximately 30% Analysis of Engineering 


Drawings and 70% Inspection of Plant Premises. 
Permanent position Salary Commensurate with 
Ability Address Application Data to the Per- 
sonnel Office, Texas Division, THE DOW 


CHEMICAL COMPANY, Freeport, Texas. 


FOR SALE 
Government Surplus 


Pick-Head Fire Department Axes made by 
prominent manufacturer. Unused. $6.00 each— 
immediate delivery. Charles F. Unz, Marcellus, 
New York 


FOR SALE 
FIRE HOSE in 50 ft. lengths, 2% Inoh, Double 
Jacket with brass couplings. National Standard 
Thread 400 Ibs. tested. Unused, clean, in 
Factory cartons Dated 1945. Top quality 
brands Navy Surplus 


Only $17.50 per length 
140 E. 


incl. couplings. Halprin Supply Co., 
2nd St., Los Angeles 12, Calif. 
FOR SALE 
FIRE HOSE in 50 ft. lengths, 1% Inch, double 


jacket, cotton and rubber lined, with brass cou- 
plings. Standard Pipe thread. Top quality brands. 
100 Ibs. tested. Navy Surplus. Only $12.50 per 
length. Halprin Supply Co., 140 EB, 2nd 8t., 
Los Angeles 12, Calif. 


FOR SALE 
EXTINGUISHER SPECIALS 


2 Ib. CO-2, $6.00 ea.; 4 Ib., $8.00; 15 b., 
$20.00 ea.; 2% gal. Foams, $10.00; 3% gal 
Wheeled C-T, $35.00 1 Foam Generator— 
Hopper Type, 2% inch line, $35.00. All in A-1 
Condition—New Red Finish—FOB—Less Charges 
—Limited Stock. Fire Extinguisher Service, Box 


257, Warrenton, Virginia 


FOR SALE 


Palm Fiber Fire Broom. The Best ‘Fire 
Fighter’ for Field Fires. Selected for its flex- 
ing and fire resisting qualities. Metal bound 
at head. Unexcelled for sweeping field fires. 
Made by the makers of the original fire broom. 
No. 62F Palm Fiber Fire Broom in lots of six 
or more, each $1.50. S. Ervin Diehl, Jr., 1229 
N. Second Street, Philadelphia 22, Pa. 


Sale," 
"Proposal" and “Wanted” advertising, $5 
per inch insertion (10% discount allowed 
for three or more consecutive insertions). 
FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th Street, 








FIRE ENGINEERING 


“The Superior 


A MODERN aad PROVEN 


LIFE NET 





The SUPERIOR LIFE SAVING NET is 
stronger than any other, because of the 
tested breaking strength of 1,800 Ibs. of 


each individual rope. 


The direct pull shock absorber system 
eliminates all friction and its greater re- 
siliency provides for a safer, easier landing. 


Made of Chrome Molybdenum steel, the 
frame may easily be folded for storage 


within a few seconds. 


For the utmost in LIFE SAVING VALUE 


...» "SPECIFY SUPERIOR". 


For ECONOMY, have your old net con- 


verted into a “SUPERIOR”. 


Other SUPERIOR Products: 
Training Nets and Structures 
Ladder Belts 


Life Size Training Dummies 








SUPERIOR FIRE 


EQUIPMENT CORP. 
235 E. 42nd St. 


New York, N. Y. 














At Low Price! 





500 gallon 


front end pumps 


By nationally known 
manufacturer 


(SUITABLE FOR USE 
ON ANY MAKE TRUCK) 


Never Used— 


in original crates 


$17 5.00 


'/3 of regular price 
LIMITED SUPPLY— 


SENT ON APPROVAL 











Above Items are from 
Government Surplus. 




















GORHAM 
FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 


356 ATLANTIC AVENUE 
BOSTON 10 





MASS. 








Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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VALVES 
HYDRANTS 
INDICATOR POSTS 
AND PIPE LINE ACCESSORIES 


M & H products, 


line accessories, 


including pipe 
are well known 
for high quality of material and ex- 
pert workmanship. They are made 
according to standard specifications 
and have been used for many years 
throughout the country. Write for 
Catalog No. 40. 


M&H VALVE 


AND FITTINGS COMPANY 


ANNISTON, ALABAMA 















Fyr-F yter equipme nt has prov- 
en its value in preventing small 
fires from becoming disastrous 
through the loss of life and 
property. Recent catastrophic 
/ fires with terrific loss of life 
me tate emphasize the urgent need of 
fire protection. A complete line 
of Underwriters Laboratories 
labeled Fire Extinguishers. 


HELP SAVE LIVES AND 
PROPERTY 


Get Fyr-Fyter for safety's 
sake. We advise and _ serve 
manufacturing plants, public 
institutions, homes, garages, trucks, autos, 
etc., immediately. Write us today regard- 


ing Fyr-Fyter equipment for your own pro- 
tection. 


THE FYR-FYTER CO. 


DEPT. 101-27, DAYTON !, OHIO 





BUY 
BONDS 


——— 

















WANTED 
Fire Equipment Dealers to sell Morning Pride 
protected rubber firecoats, fire pants, fire mitts 
and fire suspenders. 
Write today Morning Pride Mfg. Co., 1986 
Home Ave., Dayton 7. Ohio. 
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FOR SALE 


New-Lined Rubber Coats, very pliable, equa! 
= to pre-war—sizes 40 to 50—$13.93 each, postage 
paid anywhere in U.S.A. Doray Fire Equip- 
ment Co., 1924 Valley Drive, Syracuse 7, N. Y. 


teenie 


MI 


FOR SALE 
PACIFIC PORTABLE PUMPS 
For prices and information write 

Blanchard Associates, Inc. 
Cambridge 39, Mass. 
Eastern Distributor 


tereneneeeanc invert 


POSITION WANTED 


Sales Engineer for fire apparatus company or 
Vire Prevention Engineer for plant or munici- 
ality Engineering background and twenty 


years as chief in small department. Write Box 
5, c/o Fire Engineering, 24 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, N. Y 


Gasoline Sprayed Streamliner 
Burns 


A crack Southern Pacific passenger 
train smashed into a loaded gasoline 
tanker-truck and trailer at a crossing in 
the town of Kingsburg, south of Fresno, 
Calif., resulting in the death of three 
persons and injuries to ninety others, 
forty-seven of whom required treatment. 

The train, the streamlined San 
Joaquin Daylight, en route from Los 
Angeles to Oakland, made up of four- 
teen cars and locomotive, remained on 
the track after plowing through blazing 
gasoline. Ten of the metal cars includ- 
ing two diners, were burned out, most 
of the passengers suffering near-panic 
as blazing gasoline and fumes enveloped 
the train. But for the presence of mind 
of the train’s engineer, George Schneck- 
enberger, who set the brakes for an 
emergency stop, and who, with his fire- 
man E. M. Comer, died in the crash, the 


loss of life would have been much 
greater. Officials reported the train 
came to a stop within ten car ron a 


or 800 feet, from the point of impact, 
located that the nearest firemen, eng 
Kingsburg where the accident occurred, 
were able to extinguish the blaze. The 
third victim was said to be an elderly 
woman passenger who died from burns. 

A near-catastrophe was averted when 
the flames trapped nearly 500 passengers 
in the cars. Some were injured when 
they jumped from the cars through the 
flames, reported eight to ten feet high. 
Grass along the right of way was 
ignited. No cars left the tracks. The 
truck driver escaped injury. It was re- 
ported a crossing wig-wag signal was 
operating properly at the time he drove 
onto the tracks. 
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JANESVILLE QUALITY 
TURN OUT CLOTHING 





Our turnout suits are giving excellent 
satisfaction in most of the large fire 
departments throughout the U. S. and 
THERE MUST BE A REASON WHY 
SO MANY FIREMEN INSIST ON 


JANESVILLE QUALITY 
NOW AVAILABLE 


We can now supply old type ¥% Length 
and Knee Length Felt-lined Firemen's 
Boots. 


JANESVILLE APPAREL CO. 


JANESVILLE, WIS. 














FAIRBANKS, MORSE & CO., Dept. M 
Chicago 5, Illinois 


Please send free literature on Fairbanks- 
Morse Generating Sets. 


EMERGENCY 


POWER 
INSURANCE! 


FAIRBANKS-MORSE 
GENERATING SETS 


Insure yourself NOW against electric 


power failure. These performance- 
proved generating sets, installed as 
stand-by units, will give dependable 
service even under continuous, heavy- 
duty operation. A.C. and D.C. types, 
remote and automatic start, 350- to 
35,000-watt capacities. Send today for 
FREE literature! 


Fairbanks-Morse 








A name worth rotates 


Name 
Address 


City State 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Factory Mutual Laboratory 






Green-Bak Salvage Covers 
TOP EVERY TEST! 


“We have completed our re-examination of 
Shuredry Green-Bak water proof covers . . . sample 
was subjected to water penetration, and seepage 
tests and resistance to cracking when folded. We 
are pleased to advise Factory Mutual Laboratories 
approval of this item will be continued.” Factory 
Mutual Laboratories by P. E. Cotton, Chemical 
Engineer. 


The above photo shows how SHUREDRY Green-Bak Salvage 
Covers are used to protect lower floors against elements while badly 
damaged roof is being repaired. Because they are tough, flexible, 
easy and quick to handle, Shuredry Green-Bak is the growing 
favorite of fire crews everywhere. Approved also by National Board 
of Fire Underwriters. 





Order from your Fire Equipment Dealer 
Specify SHUREDRY — Green-Bak Salvage Covers 


FULTON BAG & COTTON MILLS 


MANUFACTURERS SINCE 1870 
NEW ORLEANS ST. LOUIS DALLAS KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 
DENVER ATLANTA MINNEAPOLIS NEW YORK 
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PETER PIRSCH & SONS CO. cenosna, 


Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when. writing advertisers 














C7 eginecred 


TO GIVE YOU THE FINEST 


FIRE FIGHTING SERVICE 


The Four-Wheel Drive Auto Co., Clintonville, Wisconsin, U. S. A. 
Canadian Factory KITCHENER, ONTARIO 








